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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATONS. 


“LAST-INDIA MISSIONS. 


(Continued from p. 415.) 


Due Report of the Society fer pro- 
young Christian Knowledye, pub- 
ished in 1774, contains a number of 
important details respecting the pro- 
gress of its Missions. 

Messrs. Fabricius and Breithaupt, 
at Madras, state, that they had made 
several Journeys to different places, 
confirming the scattered Christians, 
and ocevsionally discoursing to the 

Heathens in Cnoultries and other 

yiaces» * Many heard with much 

attention what he (Mr. F.) delivered 
concerning the great folly and sia of 
idolauy, and the excellency of the 

Caristian Reiigion. In Coveripawk 
he met with a Pandaram, who reject- 
ed all idol-worship, and asked Mr. 
Fabricius to hear him say the prayer 
which he every day made to God. 
It was long, but full of the choicest 
expressions of a creature who ho- 
nours and loves bis Creator above all 
things, and who acknowledges his 
own sin and vileness. Mr. Fabricius 
was very much pleased with it, and 
told him, that if he prayed in that 
manner with the sincerity of his 
heart, trusting to the Redeemer of 
mankind who has made fatisfaction 
for our sins, he would not fail of be- 
ing accepted by God.”’ 

They announce that the printing 
of the Tamul New Testament was 
finished, and that they had received 
some benefactions in India which 
nad fully supplied the wants of tlie 
Mission. 

Messrs. Hutteman and Gerické 
had been much employed in laying 


before the heathens the necessity of 


‘urning to the one true God, through 
Christ. Obsery, No, 152, 


Christ the only Mediator between 
God and man. “* That their suc- 
cess,” they observe, ‘does not an- 
swer their wishes and endeavours 
will be no wonder to those who know 
their circumstances. Unsupporied 
by any outward authority and ¢ssise 
tance, despised by the proud Hica- 
thens and Mohammedans, hateu and 
opposed by European Infidels, and 
perfect strangers in a distant pagan 
COUNLTY. it may Casily be conceived 
what obstacies they must meet with 
in the discharge of their ministerial 
functions; obstacies under which 
they could not bear up, did they not 
trust in the promises yviven to the 
faithful servants of Jesus Christ, and 
feel, in some Measure, the internal 
support of the Blessed Spirit.” 

The truit of their labours, during 
the year, had been tweive converts 
from Paganism, and nine from Pope- 
ry. Phey were much aided by two 
of their native catechists. One of 
them Is stated to keep schoo] in the 
morning, and in the afternoon to go 
from village to village preaching the 
Gospel, or reading select parts of the 
New Testament ond other reli.sious 
books, printed at Madras and Tran- 
quebar. The other “ visits the 
Christians daily from house to house, 
repeats with them the sermons they 
hear on Sundays, inquires into their 
lives and conduct, and every night 
brings his accouit to the Mission- 
aries, Who Call on those who live dis. 
orderly, and admonish them in the 
spirit of meekness ; if they conunue 
refractory, exclude them from the 
sacrament; and, if that does not re- 
claim them, separate them from the 
communion of the church.” 

Mr. Swartz states his haying added 
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Sattianaden, since so wel! known for 
his long and faithful labours as a 
minister of the Gospel, and another 
young native, to his catechists, now 
eight in number. ‘ Tnese two 
young men, who are of the Aighest 
cast, improved so remarkably in 
knowledge and piety, that Mr. Swartz 
conceived great hopes of their be- 
coming useful in instructing their 
brethren.” Seventy persons, partly 
Heathens and partly Roman Catho- 
lics, had been received into the con- 
gregation. 

‘In the course of the year, he had 
several times visited Tanjore, in 
order to strengthen the congregation, 
and to try whether, by frequently 
preaching the word in that populous 
city, some impression might be 
made on the inhabitants. For this 
purpose he took with him three of 
his catechists, who went among 
them morning and evening, laying 
before them the glorious truths of 
the Gospel, and inviting them to 
the obedience of faith. Mr. Swartz 
had several conversations with the 
king about religion, who, on the 
second day after his arrival, being 
informed that he was explaining the 
doctrines of Christianity to his offi- 
cers, desired to hear him himself: 
but Mr. Swartz had hardly spoken a 
few words when the great braminey 
(as they call him) came in, before 
whom the king prostrated himself to 
the ground, and afterward stood be- 
fore him with his hands folded, while 
the other placed himself on an ele- 
vated seat. He made signsto Mr. 
Swartz to talk to the proud braminey, 
who heard all with sceming atten. 
tion, but without any reply. After 
this the king asked seyerai questions 
concerning repentance, and desired 
Mr. Swartz to marry a couple of 
Christians in his paluce: the bride- 
groom was an European, a captain at 
Tanjore ; the bride the daughter of 
another captain, born of European 
parents. THe readily consented, and 
performed the ceremony inas solemn 
a manner as possible. They began 
With an hymn, after which Mr. 
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Swartz preached a sermon on q 
suitable subject, concluding with 4 
prayer and another hymn. The 
whole was done in the Malabar lan. 
guage; and the king, together with 
a great many people, seemed pleased 
with what they had heard; but the 
bramineys looked upon itas a dange. 
rous innovation.” 

‘In the monsoon time some 
people beyond Colleroon, amounting 
to about forty, with their children, 
desired to be instructed. These Mr, 
Swartz visited himself, and, finding 
the best part of the village inclined 
to embrace Christianity, he had left 
two catechists there, and ordered 
every thing for the building of a 
small church, promising to return 
to them very soon.” 

The Danish Missionaries at Tran. 
quebar give an account of the ordi. 
nation of Philip, one of their oldes: 
catechists, to be one of their priests 

“ This person (in whose history 
there is something very remarkable) 
had been kidnapped when he was 
ten years old, and brought from his 
native place to Tranquebar, whither 
his mother followed, seeking him 
every where for several days, but in 
vain. At length being told that the 
Mission Church was dedicated to the 
one true God, she made a vow that 
if he would restore her son to her 
Within ten days, they would both 
become his servants. Accordingly 
she found him within the time, but, 
unmindful of her promise, offered 
sacrifice to an idol, and returned into 
herowncountry. But being reprovec 
in a dream for having neglected to 
fulfil her vow, when she awoke she 
told the matter to her son, and with: 
out conferring with her other re- 
lations, immediately returned to 
Tranquebar, and, after proper } 
struction, was baptized, together 
with him and one of his sisters; alte! 
which she ministered for many years 
in the church, teaching the catechism 
in private houses. Philip, having 
been baptized, was further instructed 
in the town school, served one of the 


Missionarics for some time, and. 
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being thought able to be a school- 
master, Was ‘ntrusted with that office. 
After this he was empioyed as a 


catechist 5 and, having shown himself 


faithful in that station, they trust he 
will make a good country priest. 
There were present at his ordination 
the governor and other European 
gent tlemen, and a great many Chris- 
tians belonging to their town and 
country Congregations.” 

Thew churches had received an 
increase Of 106 adult Heathens and 
27 Papists. ‘he number of their 
communicants amounted to 1577, 
and the children taneht In their 
schools to 258, 

The congregation of Mr. Kier- 
nander, at Calcutta, had been in. 
creased by 41; of whom 7 were 
adult Heathens, and 11 converts 
from Popery. The communicants 
were 69 English and 104 natives. 
The schools contained 49 scholars. 

“ Among the scven adult con- 
yerts from heathenism mentioned 
above, ONe Was a Women, a native 
of Macassar, about thirty years of 
age, Who came from Chinsura, and 
stayed at Calcutta upwards of two 
months to be instructed. She had 
an earnest and serious desire alter 
the knowledge of God and her Re- 
deemer Jesus Christ, and received 
instruction with an open heart, test- 
lying her gratitude for the Divine 
mercy and goodness towards her, 
She had been since married to a 
Dutch gentleman at Chinsura, and 
gave great satisfaction to all by her 
Christian-like behaviour. Another 
wasa young Mohammedan woman, 
Who had been since married to a 
soldier; the rest were of the Bengal 
cast.”’ 

One of the converts from Popery 
“was a Portuguese woman, about 
thirty-two years of age, from Chan- 
cernagore, who had been for a con- 
siderable time an inhabitant of Cal- 
Cuita, and was married to an kuro- 
pean carpenter. Iler son was one 


of the out-scholars, who used to read 


at home in an evening in the New 
Testament, from whence by de- 





grees she derived some knowledge, 
which, by the blessing of God, had 
brought her to a resolution of re- 
bouncing the errors of Popery, 
and coming over to the Protestant 
Church. Another was a Portuguese 
man, an inhabitant likewise of Cal. 
cutta, who some time before had 

desire to disengage himself from the 
tomish communion, but had been 
ontinually hindered by his wife: 
but she being since dead, he had ac- 
complished his former design,and had 
brought over with him two daughters 
and a son; the latter of whom is 
still one of the out-scholars. Others 
were Portuguese women married to 
Protestant husbands at Calcutta; 
and on Nov. 29, being the first 
Sunday in Advent, the Rev. Mr. 
Marcellino Joseph Remalhete, a 
Romish priest, publicly renounced 
Popery, on which occasion a sermon 
was preached by Mr. Kiernander. 
This person had been awakened 
whout four years before, when Mr. 
Bento abjured, with whom he had 
had a long and intimate acquaintance, 
and had since that time secretly 
corresponded with him, and had 
read the Bible and other good books 
with which Mr. Kiernander bad fur- 
nished him; till at last his search 
after the truth had been blest, having 


wrought in him a full conviction of 


the errors of the Romish Church, and 
a firm resolution (which he had 
accordingly executed) of forsaking 
her communion. Shere were lhike- 
wise at Calcutta one or two more 
priests, who it was hoped would 
give place to the truth.’’ 

Mr. Diemer, 2 native of Germany, 
was this year sent out from England 
as an assistant for Mr. Kiernander. 

In the Report for 1775, the letters 
ofthe Madras Missionaries announce 
an increase of 121 adults; so that 
their church began to be too narrow 
for the congregation. “ This great 


increase of their flock they attribute, 
in some measure, to the scarcity of 
provisions, and the readiness of the 
Missionaries to lend assistance as 
far as possible, and to procure em- 
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ployment for the indigent, which has 
induced many to come and to desire 
to be instructed; nor did they chouse 
to reject them, as God {requently 
makes calamity the means of soften- 
ing the hearts ofthe children of men, 
and bringing them to repentance,” 
Messrs. Hutteman and Gericke, 
the Missionaries of Cud dalore, la- 
ment the abominable ceremonies to 


which they are forced, from time to. 


time, to be witnesses. Their con- 
gregation had gained an accession of 
54 adult Heathen, wnd 36 Papists. 
‘ Nothing,’’? they writc, ‘“ can be 
more deplorable than the 
the Romish Church in India. 
“ They had, in the course cf the 
year, frequently sent their catechists 
into the country to preach the Gos. 
pel among the Gentiles; in parti- 
cular, Jesardijan, who was formerly 
a popish catechist, had been to Van- 
jore, in May, to sce his relations, 
who are bigotted Roman Catholics, 
and had frequent conferences with 
them and others, arguing against 
their errors from Scripture. Whea 
they asked him the reason why he 
Jeft their church, he answered them 
that, during his stay among them, he 
had never heard of the Bible; but, 
accidentally mecting with that Di- 
vine Revelation, and comparing it 
with the ES fuith, he was sur. 
prised at the disagreement: that, 
reading the Second Commandment, 
he was amazed to find that it’ pro- 
hibited, in the strongest terms, all 
Image worship, and that the Church 
of Rome had shamefully curtatled it: 
that Mr. Swartz had ur ced upon him 
Lis baptismal vow, which bound him 
to serve only the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, without mentioning the 
Virgin Mary, or any other saint. 
“Mr. Gerické has, likewise, been 
five times Into the coun try, Visiting 
Christians and preaching to the 
Meathens. In the month of Novem- 
ber he was absent for a fortnight, on 
a journey to ‘Tirunamaley, twelve 
leagues distant from Cuddalore, a 
place which is famous for a feast 
celebrated at the full moon in No- 
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vember, when an cnormous lamp j; 
liphted on the top of a sceep hill, to 
sce which the poor deluded wretches 
think very meritorious. The day 
before, they walk round the hill, in 
procession, washing in the tanks, 
and worshipping in the pagodas, of 
which there is a great number at the 
foot of this hill. Here Mr. Gericke 
saw a multitude of pindarams, and 
other priests, in various attitudes, 
Some were buried in the ground, 
having only a spice left to draw 
breath: others were standing op 
their heads: others dancing about 
with flaming torches under their 
arms: some were. stretched out 
naked on thorns: others lay on ropes, 
fastened to trecs, with fire under 
them. The intent of all this was 
only to move the people to chariy, 
which they implored with the ut 
most vehemence. Mr. Gericke 
found it no difficult matter to con: 
vince the pagans of the futility ot 
their worship: they confessed it in 
plain terms,’’ 

Mr. Kiernander writes, that the 
Protestant Church in Calcutta had 
reccived an accession of sixteen adult 
Heathens, natives of Bengal, and six 
Roman Catholics. We complains 
much of the non-observance of the 
Sabbath by the Europeans at Cal. 
cutta. The Heathens cease from 
labour on their own festivals, and 
thei we consent to stop our works; 
but on Sundays the natives are 
allowed to go on with their labours, 
which are not suspended even during 
the time of public worship. 

Mr. Swartz gives a favourable 
account of the Mission at Trichina- 
poly, and of the schools attached to 
it. Jle had made two journeys to 
Madras, in the course of which he 
conversed freely with the natives, 
setting before them the vanity and 
sinfulness of their idolatrous prac- 
tices, torether with the excellency 
of Christianity. 

The churches belonging to the 
Mission at ‘Lranquebar had received 
an increase of 275 adult Heathens 
und 49 Papists. ‘Their schools 
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contained upwards of 300 children. 
They bad printed of the Tamul Bi- 
ble nearly to the end of Leviticus. 

The Report for 1776 states the 
Church at Madras to have had an 
increase Of 77 members, and that 
at Cuddalore of 30 adult Heathens 
and 19 Papists. Mr. Kiernander, at 
Calcutta, reports an addition of 17 
adult natives; one of whom, Gun- 
nesavn Doss, had been employed as 
Persian ipterpreter and translator to 
the Supreme Court. The Mission 
at Trichinapoly, under Mr. Swartz, 
had received 206 converts from IH ea- 
thenism. 

“ Among these converts Mr. 
Swariz has mentioned a young man 
ofthe higher tribe, who had deli- 
berated above three years whether 
he should embrace the Christian 
telizion. Elis numerous relations 
had been the ereatest obstacle he had 
toovercome : he had, however, fol- 
lowed his conviction. “Phe Hea. 
thens shunned and reviled him, 
whilst he bore it with humility, yet 
without being dejected ; and, soon 
after, his countrymen, secing that 
they could not depress his spirits, 
had acknowledeed the wrong they 
had done him, and had even en- 
treated him to read to them some 
passages of the New ‘Testament. 
In avillege not far from Virutchina- 
pally a whole family had been con- 
verted to Christianity ; but, on their 
return home, all the village was 
enraged against them, refusing them 
a share in the most common acts 
of kindness, and even forbidding 
them to walk in the public road. 
As they suffered all this, however, 
with humility and with some degree 
of cheerful boldness, the Heathens 
grew ashamed of their former con- 
duct,and bebaved at least with com- 
nion humanity towards them. 

“Ina village to the left, another 
whole family had been converted. 
he son-in-law was the principal 
man in the village, who, incensed 
at his father-in-law for having em- 
braced the Christian religion, de- 
sved him not to return any more. 
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By gentle representations, however. 
the rage of the people had subsided, 
so that another family had been 
brought over, and Mr. Swartz was 
in hope of shortly seeing the whole 
place inhabited Sy Christians.” 

At Tranquebar, the increase of 
the different congregations amount- 
ed to 421 souls. 

A Missionary, named the Rev. 
Mr. Schoelkopff, a native of Ger- 
many, was this year sent out to In- 
dia by the Society, with a view toas- 
sist Mr. Swartz at Trichinapoly. 
The Charge delivered on this occa- 
Sion, in Latin, by the Rev. Mr. Bour- 
dillon, contains so much exceilent 
counsel applicable to all times and 
circumstances, to Ministers in Eng- 
land as well as to Missionaries in In- 
dia, that we are induced to make a 
few extracts from it :— 

“ The ultimate end of your call- 
ing is the eternal salvation of souls. 
W hat a sublime, I had almost said, 
apostolical employment! the im- 
portance of which you ought always 
to place belore your eyes.” 

‘“ Behold, to your charitable and 
watchful care are committed these 
souls, which, tempted and over- 
come by the subtilty of the devil, 
soon fell from the state in which 
they were created, were ensnared in 
sin, and devoted to eternal misery. 
‘Yo restore and save them, the Son 
of God himself came down from 
heaven, preached the Gospel, shed 
his blood, suffered death upon the 
cross ; and, being afterwards exalted 
to the right hand of the Father, 
appointed pastors, that to every 
creature under heaven the doctrine 
of salvation might be published, 
and the way laid open to the man- 
sions of everlasting happiness. 

“For this purpose, and this 
alone, we have made choice of you, 
and we exhort, nay, we entreat you, 
that, in the discharge of so excellent 
and important an office, your dill. 
gence may never fall short of our 
expectation.’’ 

* Come, then, beloved brother, 
and laying aside all the cares of 
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this transitory life, ail desires of 
filthy lucre, and ail ambitious views, 
apply yourself wholly to kincie and 
cherish the flame of genuine piety. 
Take care that the least of Christ’s 
sheep, which you are now appoint. 
ed to feed, perish not through your 
faultiness or neglect. Suffer not 
your sacred functions to be inter- 
rupted by any affairs which savour 
too much of the spirit of this world. 
As a faithful steward of the myste- 
ries of God, dispense them at ali 
times, both tn pubic and private. 
On the ruins cf idolatry, set up al- 
tars in the hearts of men to the only 
living and true God; that you may 
thereby extend the name and doc- 
trine of his only begotten Son, may 
keep the faith which he has com- 
mitted to your care, may establish 
his kingdom, may tocrease the num- 
ber of his subjects, may ensure obe- 
dience to his laws, may carry on, in 
short, incessantly and successfully, 
the whole work of redemption 
among the Gentiles, that the blind 
and wandering may have light, the 
ignorant may be instructed, the 
doubting may be grounded in the 
truth, the wretched may be com{f{ort- 
ed, and those whoare perishing may 
enjoy deliverance and salvation. 

“ And be not In any 
heartened by the Importance and 
number of those duties to the dis- 
charge of which you are appointed. 
T mean not to discourage you, but I 
cannot wholly pass them over in 
silence. It is yoursthen to relieve 

and comfort an innumerable multi- 
tude, far removed and long alienated 
from God, the common Father oi us 
all, enslaved to idols, immersed 
darkness through the errors and ig- 
norance of their leaders, or 
through the deceitful wiles of the 
devil, depraved in their morals, and 
grees under the weight of the 
wreatcs m! SEVIES 5 It 15 vours to 
lead ae as it were by the hand 
to the light of Gospel-truth, to the 
benefits of the Covenant of Grace, to 

he inexhaustible fountain of Divine 
Mey rcy, to the inyincible protection 
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of his power, and to the stedfas 
hope of everlasting happiness. Ang. 
if you seriously consider with your. 
self the importance of these duties, 
not only with respect to the end pro. 
posed, but likewise to the means 
which are to be employed in the 
prosecution of them, and the hich 
degree of perfection to which they 
may be advanced, with what ardour 
will you be inflamed, how strenn. 
ously will you exert yourself, how 
fervently will you pray, that you 
may manfully and thoroughly ac 
complish the work which Is given 
you to do! 

“ Nor are you left entirely to 
yoursell in the design in which you 
are engaging ; but, besides the Di- 
vine assistance enabling you to en- 
ter upon this course and to make a 
continual progress in it, you are so 
happy as to find a great and effectual 
door opened to you, and to have the 
illustrious example of your fellow: 
labourer, the worthy and reverend 
Mr. Swartz by whose unwearied di. 
lisence, amiable discretion, and in- 

credible labours, the work of the 
ministry has,within these few years, 
to the great joy and aston!shmento! 
this Society, made so rapid a pro 
eress in the kingdom of Tanjore. 
If, then, considering him not only as 
a friend and colleague, but as a most 
skilful leader, you tread In his foot: 
steps, and imitate his faith, his zeal, 
and his virtues, how will the solid 
expericnce of the one, the cheerful 
emulation of the other, the joint 
endeavours of both, give weight and 
cfiicacy to pure religion, and con. 
duce to the desired enlargement of 
the kingdom of Christ! 

‘Take courage, then, bcloved 
brother, and seize the favourable 
opportunity of entering cheerfully 
upon this spiritual warfare, not ter 
rified by any adversaries, nor evel 
launted by the powers of darkness: 
Your Lord and Master, in whose 
cause you are engaged, for whos? 
clory you are labouring, is eve! 
present with you, invested with 
boundless power in heayen and 0° 
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earth. Look up to him continually 
with the eye of faith, assured that 
he can easily observe, and will most 
certainly discover, whatever you 
‘hink, wish, design, and execute, and 
jyat he will with the strictest equity 
reward you accordingiy; and you 
wijl soon be sensible what sincerity 
‘here Should be in your desires, what 
suundness in your speech, what fer- 
vency in your prayers, what fort- 
tude under temptations, what equa. 
jimitvy 1a prosperity, what constancy 
in adversity, what patience in ailflic- 
tions, What simplicity and wisdorn in 
the whole course of your life.’’ 


(Lo he continued.) 


For Uie Christian Observer. 
WILL you permit a constant reader 
‘coaddress a few lines, through the 
medium of your excellent work, to 


Mr Scott, the venerable author of 


the Family Bible? The subject I 
have to propose is of wencral inter- 
est; and as the sentiments of so 
judicious and experienced a com- 
mentator are of acknowledged im- 
portance, the reply which, i make no 
doubt, he will kindly give to my in- 
(uiry, cannot bet be gratifying to 
yourbumerous circle. In his notes on 
the filth chapter of the epistie to the 
Aomans, ver. 15—19, Mr.Scott says, 
‘The thought of the su//osed vast 
injority of those who shall even- 
tually perish 1s apt to encumber our 


Finds inthese contemplations: I say, 


iififiosed ; for probably we shall find 
our Conjectures erroncous when the 
joom of meu, through all ages and 
nations, Shall be finally determined.” 
And in his practical Observations on 
the ninth chapter of the same Epis- 
le, ver, 22—-33, he remarks, “ liven 


amongst the vast numbers of proles- 


sine Christians, it is to be feared, that 
only ‘a remnant will be saved 5’ and 
the Lord will be righteous im the 
destruction of an immense majori. 
ly.” Now as these two passages 
appear to be irreconcilable with each 
other, I am desirous to know which 


of them contains the deliberate 
judgment of this eminent theologi- 
an,in regard to the number of those 
which shall eventually perish. 


CLERICUS OXONIENSIS: 
coe ee 


‘Yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

As L regularly take in the Christian 
Observer, 1 attentively read your 
Review of Mr. Cunningham’s Dis- 
sertation on the Seals and Trumpets 
oi the Apocalypse, and the propheti- 
cal Period of i260 Years, and felt an 
auxious desire to communicate my 
thoughts of that very important and 
eventful period; but recollecting 
what you say at the commencement 
of the Review, “that prophecy ts 
that department of sacred literature 
in which we are never willing to 
notice, because we can never tolerate 
oreXcuse, an incompetent attempt,”’ 
and what follows, quite silenced me. 
And no consideration would have ine 
duced me to request the Editor of the 
Chiistian Observer, to communicate 
my opinions to the public, if they had 
been mine alone: but reflecting that 
they are the result of the closest in- 
vesilgation and deep research of the 
most learned, most pious, and wisest 
of men,—I mean, Lord Napier, who 
discovered ihe Logarithms, the Rev. 
J. Brightman,and Dr. Henry Moore, 
with several others, supported by 
the strongest scriptural arguments, 
and corroborated by past and recent 
events,—I hope on this account £ 
shall not be refused the privilege of 
ccecupying two or three pages of 
your very valuable publication. 

‘The hypothesis of these and other 
good men is simply this, that Chap- 
ter Xl. ofthe Revelation of St. John 
contains a true statement of the 
situation of the Church of Christ for 
ihe space of 1260 years; during 
which period, it shall be trodden 
down or persecuted by the Gentile, 
Apostate, or Antichristian Church of 
Rome—that God’s two witnesses, 
the Old and New Testament, shall 
also, during all that time, be symbo- 
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lically or figuratively slain and pro- 
phesy in sackcloth, but at the end of 
the 1260 years, they shall arise as 
from the dead, and be called up to 
the symbolical heaven; that is, by 
ali interpreters agreed to be. they 
shall be patronised and supported by 
the great and noble of the earth, sent 
forth by the rich and pious to pro- 
Dhesy to every creature, till the king- 
doms of this world become the king- 
doms of our Ged and of his Christ. 

To answer all the objections 
against this consoling hypothesis, 
would take up too much usetul space 
in the Observer: I shall therefore 
only beg leave to answer that of Mr. 
Faber, with whose works you ure 
well acquainted. 

Mr. Faber, at page 54, vol. it. 3d 
edition, says: * The two witnesses 
are expressly said by St. John to be 
the two olive trees and the two can- 
dlesticks standing before the God of 
the earth. But both an olive tree and 
a candlestick are equally symbols of 
a church, consequently the two wit- 
nesses must be two churches, and 
therefore cannot be the two Tv ta- 
ments.’ This I conceive to be avery 
erroneous opinion, contradictory to 
that of the prophet Zechariah, and 
wholly unsupported by any scripture 
proof whatever; because an olive 
tree is not a scripture symbol of a 
church, but evidently, and by the best 
commentators described to be, an 
emblem or figure of the fruitfulness 
and prosperity of a nation, church, 
or individual, and as affording them 
light and nourishment. David said, 
‘Tam like a green clive tree in the 
house of the Lord.”? Was he then 
a church within the temple? The 
good man’s children are like olive 
plants around bis table. You would 
smileifI called them infantchurches. 
The text, Jeremiah xi. 16, with some 
others, are only qualifications of the 
primitive flourishing state of the 
Jewish nation; but the quality of 
a thing is not the thing itself. St. 
Paul using the figure of a wild olive 
tree being grafted into a good one, 
i no more a proof that an olive tree 
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is the symbol of a church, than Jere. 
miah’s marred girdle, which the Lord 
compares to his Church, can be said 
tobe asymbol of that Church. Inthe 
Oid Testament the Church of God js 
compared to a variety of things; a 
lion,a speckled bird, an olive tree, a 
cage of unciean birds, a potter’s ves. 
sel, &c. &e 5; but can ail, or either of 
these, be strictly called symbols of 
churches? In this matter, the prin. 
cipal business of a commentator is 
to consult the prophet Zechariah, 
What does he say on the subject? 
His testimony must certainly be ad- 
hered to before Mr. Vaber’s, or any 
other learned and good man. Does 
any thing tn lis whoie prephecy tndi- 
cate, in the most distant deyree. that 
the two olive trees are two churches? 
Quite the reverse. They are the two 
anointed ones that stand before the 
Lord of the whole earth, appoinied 
by his divine command as instru- 
ments inthe hand of the Hoiy Spirit, 
to enlighten and replenish the golden 
candlestick, the Church, by re-esta- 
blishing the ancient Jewish worship, 
wholly neglected during the captivi- 
ty. For thus it is written, “1 have 
chosen thee, O Zerubbabel, saith the 
Lord ;’? and to Joshua he declares, 
“Thou shalt Judge my house, and 
keep my courts.” These are the 
two anointed ones, the two olive 
trees, allowed by almost all commen. 
tators to be §0; and indeed the whole 
of the prophecies of Haggai, Zecha- 
righ, and Malachi, confirm this state- 
ment: and if so, we must not attempt 
to make the Apostle John contradict 
the Prophet Zechariah ; on the con- 
trary, they perfectly agree, for the 
Prophet’s two olive trees are ex hibit- 
ed by the Apostle as types of God’s 
two witnesses, and the work assign- 
ed to both is nearly the same. “e- 
rubbabel and Joshua rebuilt the tem- 
ple, and restored the Jewish worship. 
The Old and New Testaments, the 
only true and faithful witnesses for 
God, will, in like manner, as instru- 
ments in the hand of the Spirit, in- 
struct and iJluminate the dark regions 
of the earth, till the kingdoms of this 
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yorld shall become the kingdoms of 
yur God and of his Christ. Having 
now answered (1 bope satisfaciorily) 
Mr. Faber’s objection to the Old and 
New Pestaments being the witnesses 
mentioned by St. John, I shall only 
beg leave to mention what appears 

‘ome a glaring mistake In that wor- 
thy author, when he argues and 
builds his hypothesis on there being 

o candlesticks in the ancient Jew- 
ish temple, (see p. 77, vol. i. and p. 
56, vol. 1.) whereas there was but 

«. From the pattern in the mount 
Moses made but one ; Zechariah saw 
but one; and the Apostle Paul, in 
lescribing the furniture of the tem- 
nie, Mentions but one. St. John, 
ndeed, mentions two; because he 
had a view what then corresponded 
wih two churches, the converted 
Jewish and Gentile churches ; buthe 
dearly distinguishes them from the 
io olive trees, by calling them two 
andiesucks both standing before 
‘he God of the earth. Nor does he 
uy the two anointed ones, as Ze- 
tlarlah calls the two olive trees: 
‘ley are perfectly distinct things, 
id not from being four can they be 
‘duced to two. ‘his idea, unsup- 
dortea by proof, wholly originates 
rom Mr. Faber, and not from the 
Tropuet or the Apostle. 

My business now is, to prove 
Hom Scripture, from past and pre- 
ut events, and other irrefragable 
‘tguments, that the Old and New 
iestaments are the two witnesses 
uentioned by the Apostle John, 
Nevel. xi. They answer, in the 
Most minute manner, to every de- 
cription gwiven of them by that 
Apostle, which is not applicable to 
al thing else; in their name, 
ele number, their power, their of- 
“Cy and in all that befel them 
luting the long space of 1260 years. 
first, their name, 7estamenta, from 
“ss a witness, so called by God 
‘imself, My witnesses ; andthe Lord 
“sus Christ positively declares he 
“an admit of no testimony, but from 
‘e sacred word of God. “I receive 
Not testimony from man,’ saith the 
Christ. Obsery. No. 152. 


Redeemer “ Search the Scriptures, 
for they are they which testify of 
me.” They only can properly be 
God’s witnesses. 

Secondly, their number, two; two 
witnesses, two prophets, typified by 
two olive trees ; yet what is very re- 
markable, and can only be the dis- 
tinguishing property of the sacred 
word of God,the twoTestaments have 
but one mouth, see Revel. xi. 5. 
Though always mentioned in the 
plural, their testimony and work is 
constantly exhibited as the act of 
one. No church, community of holy 
men, or any other thing, can lay a 
just claim to this Divine property 
but the word of God, the Old and 
New Testaments. 

Thirdly, their power. Who but 
the Word of God alone can denounce 
upon His enemies the severe plagues 
and heavy judgments mentioned 
Revel. xi. 5,6. I just hint at this, 
because so many able and good men 
have sufliciently proved the power of 
ihe holy Scriptures in this respect. 

Fourthly, their office. They were 
to prophesy or preach, witness or 
testify, to the world the revealed wall 
of God; for He himself says, He 
gave them power to do so. Surely 
it will be allowed that the Bible is 
the best of all preachers ; the Divine 
Source from which all other ambas- 
sadors of revealed truth must draw 
the matter of their discourses, or 
they cannot be said to preach accord- 
ing to the mind and will of God. 
Are not, on this account also, the 
Old and New Testaments evidently 
characterized as the only true and 
faithful witnesses for God ? 

Filthly, These two witnesses were 
to preach in sackcloth, and to be 
politically and symbolically slain 
for the space of 1260 years. —I need 
not describe to you, Mr. Editor, nor 
to your numerous readers, how the 
Old and New ‘Testaments were 
served during that awful dark period. 
You know too well from history that 
they were shut up in cloisters in a 
language unknown to the vulgar, to 
whom it was death to read them in 

35 


tom 
ie 
" 


' 





ie 


- eer toe. 





— ~ 











PS 


SS ee 


486 On the 2300 Prophetic Years. 


their mother tongue. You know 
that by the decrees of councils and 
of the Pope, they were politically 
or symbolically slain, not suffered 
to speak their mind as they had 
formerly dune, yet not buried, but 
on all occasions prophesying in sack- 
cloth during the whole of the 1260 
years. Can any fact be better as- 
certained than this? And is it not 
clearly applicable to the Old and 
New Testaments ! 

{ come now to the /asf, the recent, 
and finishing proof that the Old and 
New Testaments are the two wit- 
nesses mentioned by the Aposile 
John ; I mean. the wonderful institu- 
tion of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, formed for the express pur- 
pose of commissioning these two 
anointed ones to deliver their tes- 
timony pure and unadulterated to 
every human being under heaven. 
All commentators agree 1 this, that 
whoever the wi'nesses are, they cer- 
tainly will, at the close of the 126@ 
years, be called up to the symbolical 
heaven ; that is, the ruling powers 
and vreat men of the earth will 
espouse their cause, protect and en- 
courage them to proceed with their 
faithful testimony, till the whole 
earth is filled with the knowledge 
ot the Lord. Now, I would ask, is 
there in the present day, or soon 
likely to be, any two individuals, 
churches, or communitics of holy 
men, raised to this conspicuous dig. 
nity and favour! I believe not. But 
the Old and New Testament, God’s 
true and faithful witnesses, in this 
our day, to the joy of thousands and 
millions, are patronised, supported, 
and encouraged by emperours, 
kines, princes, and nobles; by 
great, good, and rich men through- 
out Europe ; by whose means, under 
God, they ate enabled to deliver 
their sacred message to the people 


‘ of every tongue and language upon 


earth. If this is not to be called 
up to the symbolical heaven, I pro- 
fess myself ignorant of the symbo- 
lical language of prophecy. The 
contents of Rey. xi. is evidently a 
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complete whole. The dates, though 
menuoned differently, are a scrip, 
tural and Jewish computation ot the 
same duration, otherwise all is cy). 
fusion aod uncertainty. No partial 
slaying or rising of the witnesses 
ought to be admitted. They were 
politically, morally, or symbolically 
slain, during the whole of the 1269 
years, and never rose again to their 
full and primitive usefulness till the 
year 1804,when they began to stand 
upon their feet,and soon after heard 
that voice from heaven, which js 
now sounding throughout the fou 
quarters of the globe. These are 
the two anointed ones destined to 
bring about that happy long-wished. 
for period, when the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the king. 
doms of our God and of his Christ, 
The 1260 years are expired, and the 
wonderful unexpected events thai 
occur every day, announce _ the 
speccy approach of the Redeemer’s 
reign upon earth. J am, &e. 

A. Burn, Mayjor-Generil 


+ a 
Vo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


In reading your Review of Mr. Cun- 
ningham’s late publication on the 
Apocalyptic Prophecies,!] was struck 
with the following passage. (See 
p- 172 of the No. for March 1814.) 
“Phe vision of the ram contained 
in that prophecy of Daniel was to 
continue 2300 days; and this itis 
necessary should synchronise in its 
close with the 1260 years. Accord. 
ingly Mr. Cunningham dates the 
commencement of the vision of the 
ram in 508 A.C., and thereby brings 
its close exactly to the period re 
quired, in 1792. It is needless to 
observe, what Mr Cunningham him- 
self acknowledges, that this must be 
more or less the principle of all 
prophetic commentators, that his 
conjectures are often collected a/05- 
terivri ; that is, that having assigned 
that date to which the close of the 
period in question ought to adapt It 
self, he then looks back into the 
page of history to discover, if po 
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sible, at the proper time, some mark 


for its commencement.” I say, sir, 
that I was struck with this passage ; 
and the more so, because I had ar- 
rived at the very same conclusion 
with Mr. Cunningham, (as far as 
respects the commencement and the 
iermination of the period of 2300 
days,) by exactly a contrary process. 
This process and its result I shall now 
detail ; and if youshould judge them 
worthy to occupy a column in the 
Christian Observer, I shall feel my- 
sclf honoured by their insertion. 

The words of the prophecy are as 
follows. 

«Then J heard one saint speaking, 
and another saint said unto that cer- 
jain gaint which spake, How long 
shall be the vision concerning the 
daily sacrifice and the transgression 
of desolation, to give both the sanc- 
tuary and the host to be trodden 
under foot? And he said unto me, 
Unto two thousand and three hun- 
dved days ; then shall the sanctuary 
be cleansed.” 

Let it be observed, that the ques- 
tion here asked is, “ Ilow long shall 
ve the vision concerning” (not the 
ram but) “the daily sacrifice and the 
transgression Of desolation 2? Now, 
inthe 15th verse of the 24th chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, (sce aiso Mark 
xiii, 14.) we find our Saviour giving 
the following notice to his disciples, 
“When ye therefore shall sce the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the 
holy place, (whoso readeth let him 
understand,) then let them which be 
in Judea flee unto the mountains.’’— 
ot. Luke records this warning of our 
Lord in rather different terms. “ And 
When ye shall see Jerusalem encom- 
fiassed with armies, then know that 
the desolation thereof is nigh. Then 
let them which are in Judea flee to 
the’ mountains.’ Vrom these two 
passages it is evident, that the “ abo- 
mination of desolation,” and the armies 
that encompaksed Jerusalem, (i. c. the 
Koman armies) are identical. But 
‘he words of Daniel, “the transgres- 
“0n of desolation.” and those of St, 
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Matthew, the “ abomination of deso- 
lation,’ are undoubtedly synonymous. 
I therefore immediately concluded, 
that the duration of the vision con- 
cerning the transgression @f desola- 
tion Must mean, the duration of the 
Roman Power. iy attention was 
of course first turned to the year of 
the foundation of the city; but I 
soon discovered another date, which 
secmed to answer much better to the 
description of the Prophet; f mean, 
the expulsion of the kings, and the 
establishment of the consular dignity 
at Rome. Ji was then that Rome 
first emerged from her obscurity : it 
Was in this event that the foundation 
of her future power was laid ; and by 
this she has ever been distinguished 
from all other nations. Now, ac- 
cording, to the list of consuls, given 
in the Ist vol. of Hales’ Chronology, 
p. 251, this great event took place in 
the year 509 A. C. 1, €. exactiy 2300 
years before the French Revoiution 
in A. J). 1791-2. 

I shall only add, that they who 
are fond of giving a double lterpre- 
tation to the prophecies, (vide 2 Pet. 
i. 20,) will be interested by observing, 
that the Church of England, (‘he 
great bulwark of the Reformation, 
and the most Important part of the 
sunctuary that has hitherto been 
cleansed,) was established A. D. 
1547; precisely 23500 years trom the 
foundation of the city of Rome, A. 
C. 755, (vide Hales’ Chronology, 
vol. i, p. 249.) 

You will readily perceive, sir, that 
controversy is no part of my object; 
otherwise many arguments might 
have been urged in defence of the 
interpretation just given, and many 
objections that may be brought against 
it, answered. I have simply stated 
it as my own opinion; yow are the 
best judge whether it be worthy of 
the attention of your readers or not. 
It is only by the running to and fre 
of many, that knowledge can be zn- 
creased ; and above all, “neither is 
he that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth, but God that giveth 


the sucrease.” <* Blessed,”’ however 
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“is he that readeth, and’ blessed are 
“they that hear the words of this” 
and every “ prophecy, and that keep 
the things which are written therein, 
Jor the time 1s at hund.’’ 
I am, &c. 
C. O. 


To the Editor of the Christiay Observer. 


I wisx to occupy acolumn on your 
valuable pages to propose a question, 
which I should rejoice to see discus- 
sed in a calm and pious, a close and 
argumentative, manner, by some of 
your able correspondents. Time and 
Jabour are well spent when they are 
employed in diffusing religious truth, 
and also in ascertaining what reli- 
gious truth is. Inthe present age, 
it is peculiarly desirable that we 
should have very accurate notions in 
religion; suchas afford full satisfac. 
tion to the mind; such as can be 
clearly illustrated, and honestly de- 
fended. 

The life and the opinions of Agri- 
cola, the friend and the disciple of 
Luther must be known by many of 
your readers, He improved, as he 
thought, on the docirinal statements 
of the German Reformer. His re- 
cantation was insincere, and, there- 
fore, it was temporary. He left his 
tenets behind him in all their force, 
and they were adopted by many. In 
the former part of the 17th century, 
both ef our universities contributed 
to form the mind of Crisp,a name 
not unknown to your theolorical rea- 
ders. We have seen in our ownage 
a man, I nced not mention hisname, 
who scemed, cither designedly or 
accidentally, to have formed his no. 
tions on an important point in theolo- 
gy on the models to which I have 
referred. 

It is evident that obedience, aterm 
that comprehends all the active ser- 
vices of man, is an imporiant sub- 
yect under any dispensation of reli- 
gious truth. The law, therefore, 
which enjoins obedience, deserves 
the most careful study. Its nature, 
its authority, its sanction, its cha 
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racter and rights under the dispep. 
sation of grace, cannot possibly be 
too clearly understood. Without a 
proper view of the Moral Law, what. 
ever a proper view of it may be, it 
is impossible for the Gospel to be 
properly preached. 

There are many Christians in oy; 
age who either adopt the opinion, 
that the Moral Law has no authority 
over believers, or else are unsettled 
on the point, and therefore exceed. 
ingly unhappy. Nor is this remark 
to be limited to hearers; it cer. 
tainly applies to some who ure en- 
gaged in the momentous task of in. 
structing others. 

It can be of no use to recollect an 
odijus epithet, to apply it to them, 
and then to speak of them as though 
they deserved no consideration. This 
mode of proceeding ts equally unwise 
and uncharitable. “theoiogical sub- 
jects ought not, and they are not in 
our age, to be solved by a single syl- 
logism, or by an idea dandled in the 
arms of indolence and nurtured by 
prejudice. A wise, humble, and pa- 
tient discussion of theological truth 
is not only not to be dreaded, but to 
be desired and promoted. It estab: 
lishes, comforts, and edifies the rea! 
Christian: and it clicits those argu- 
ments which may be of great service 
for the conviction of others, 

As to the point which I have now 
in view, the authority of the Moral 
Law over real Christians, or, which! 
apprehend to be the same thing, the 
obligation of real Christians to obey 
the Moral Law, it is to be lamented, ! 
think, that there has been so much 
indolence or invective displayed, 
and so little calm discussion and 


convincing argument. Religious 
controversy is a most unseemly 
phrase. When we walk on sacred 


eveund, we ought to search for truth; 
and not victory; to display love, and 
not bitterness, 

Under the persuasion, therefore; 
that some of your pages may be very 
usefully devoted to this subject, I 
have ventured to propose it. It 
would be premature in me to begin 
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with a detailed account of my own 
opinions. Indeed, I wish to be 
instructed. I should deeply lament 
having proposed the subject for dis- 
cussion, if I must see on your pages 
what is Common, or crude, or hasty, 
or violent. What I wish for, and 
what many will wish for if you give 
publicity to this paper, 1s, the delibe- 
rate and able examination of Scrip- 
ture, the calm and clear contutation 
of error, and the full and satisfactory 
establishment of convincing argu. 
ments. Jam, &c. 
FUTURUS. 


FAMILY SERMONS. No. LXVIII. 


Job. xlil. 5, 6.— have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear, but now 
mine eye seeth thee, Wherefore 
abhor myself, and refient in dust 
and ashes. 


Inthe warmth of the debate which 
took place between Job and his 
friends, and in the anguish of his suf- 
ferings, Job had used some impatient 
expressions respecting the conduct 
of God towards him. For these he 
was first reproved by Elihu, and then 
by God himself, who, with unspeaka- 
ble force and majesty, displays the 
clory of the Divine perfections. Job 
was deeply humbled, and acknow- 
ledges in the strongest terms his 
own vileness and insignificance. The 
impressions he now had of the ma- 
jesty and glory, the wisdom and ho. 
liness, of God, were far stronger and 
more distinct than any he had felt 
before. It was as ifhe had seen with 
his eyes, what he had only heard of 
before, from the report of others ; and 
the view filled him with self-loath- 
ing. J have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear, but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore 1 abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.’? 

From this passage of Scripture we 
learn, that a clear view of the per- 
fections of God has a powerful effect 
in producing repentance. But the 


view of the Divine perfections which 
has this tendency, it ought to be un- 
derstood, is not a speculative know- 
ledge of the natural attributes of the 
Deity, but a spiritual and affecting 
discovery of his moral excellencies ; 
of the glory of his infinite purity, ho- 
liness, justice, goodness, and truth. 
It may be useful to consider in what 
way such a discovery of the glory of 
God operates in producing repent- 
ance and increasing humility, 

1. It convinces us of sin, by bring- 
ing to light those evils which the 
deceitfulness of our own hearts is apt 
to hide from our view.—There is a 
light and glory in the presence of 
God which exposes the works of 
darkness; and tends to produce a 
deep sense of our sinfulness. Thus 
Isaiah, on a view of the Divine 
glory, cried ‘* Wo isme! for I-am 
undone, because I am a man of un- 
clean lips’’—-“ for mine eyes have 
secn the King, the Lord of Hosts.” 
And, not to mention other instances 
from Scripture, Peter, in beholding 
the power of Christ, as displayed in 
the miraculous draught of fishes, was 
struck with a deep sense of his guilt : 
“ he fell down at Jesus’ knees,saying, 
Depart from me, for I am a sinfut 
man, O Lord.’ Nor is it difficult to 
explain how it is that a view of the 
Divine glory produces this effect. By 
applying a strait rule to a line, we 
discover all its unevennesses. What 
is deformed, appears more frightful 
when compared with what is beauti- 
ful, In the same way, a clear view 
of the purity of God, and of his con- 
stant presence with us, and inspection 
over us, tends to bring those sins to 
light, and to cover us with confu- 
sion on account of them, which be- 
fore we contrived to justify, excuse, 
or conce:|], This truth may be far- 
ther illustrated, by the different be. 
haviour of vicious persons, when in 
society like themselves, and when in 
that of men eminentfor piety. Inthe 
former case, they will not scruple to 
jusuly their sinful practices, and even 
to glory in them; but in the com- 
pany of menoi piety, they will be 
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unable to open their mouths in de. 
fence of their conduct. But if the 
presence of a mortal, in whom only 
some faint rays of the Divine image 

appear, has so much influence, how 
much more powerful wouid be the 
effect of a firm belief of tne actual 


presence of a holy Gad, “ who 1s of 


purer eyes than to behold iniquicy!” 
Indeed, what is it but this, which 
makes bad men avoid the society of 
the good, and shun ali thoughts of 
God; which makes them in their 
hearts say to their Moker, “ Depart 
frum us: we des ire het the know- 
ledye of thy ways ?”’ 

A view of the glory of God, 
servesto firovnt out the evil of sin, 
with its aggravations, and to take 
away all excuse from the sinner — 
When the lew of God shews us cur 
sins, and condemns us for them, we 
may be ready to complein of it 
as severe; but when we see that iaw 
to be but a copy of the morai per- 
fections of God, and when we con- 
template those perfections, we must 
be convinced that all sin must be 
hateful to God, and must necessa- 
vily be opposed to his nature. Na- 
turally, we are all enemies to God 
by wicked works, and we hate his 
law because it is spiritual and pure. 
But a view of the glory of God 
produces such a conviction of his 


rights as our Creator, and of our 
obligations as the creatures of his 


hand, as constrains us to acknow- 
ledge his justice in the punishment 
of sin. When we reilect on the 
omnipresence and ominiscicnce of 
God, how great appears to be the 
folly of thinking to verl even our 
most secret sins from him! When 
we reflecton his power, how does 
it add to the ae and madness of 
presumption: When we reflect on 
his infinite wisdom and yvoodness, 
how does it age ethe sinfulness 
of refusing to make ur trust! 
When we consider our endence 


ravate 
iin 

¥ 
cacpe 


upon him and our innumerable obll- 
erations to the Divine bounty, how 
does this heighten the sin of ingrati- 
forgetin 


tude te God. and Iness of 
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him! In short, the clearer js the 
view we have of the giory of Gov. 

the more we perceive, not oniy : je 
evil of sin in geneval, but the pe. 

culiar aggravations of every partien. 
lar transgression. This 1s In a more 
espec ial manner the effect of a view 
of the glory of God as It 
forth in Jesus Christ. The unpa. 
ralled love snewn to sinners, In the 
Gospel, greatly heightens their jn. 
gratitude. And the more we reflcet 
on cur own conduct, and compaie tt 
with the grace of our bressed Lord, 
the more must we abhor OUPSELVES, 
and repent in dust and ashes. 

It may be said in generil, that it 
is a light sense of tne evil of sin 
which leads men to cominit it 5 and 
they have commited it. to 
alSo to ip- 


S hy ; Neg 


yhen 
frame excusestor it; 
dulge a hope, that the threatenings 
£1) be executed. 
gut a discovery of the glory o 
Gol, and particutariy of his infinite 
holiness wey by shewing the 
evil of sin in its true colours, sweeps 
away all such delusions; every 
mouth is stopped, and the sinner Is 
stripped of all his vain picas. & Be- 
hold, lam vile; what shall I answer 
thee? I will lay my hand on my 
mouth.” In a word, a real dis- 
covery of the glory of God raises HI 
to the throne, and humbles us to 
the very dust. It 1s as if we heard 
a voice from heaven addressing us 
in the words of Scripture, * Ente! 
into the rock, and hide thee in the 
dust, for fear of the Lord, and fo: 
the glory of his majesty. ”» Those 
who thus know Gog, will perceive, 
that all objections on the part of 
man to the Divine procedure, are 
best answered in the words of St. 
Panl, ** Nay but, OQ man, who art 
thou that repliest against God ?”” 

5. A proper view of the glory of 
God serves further to fioint out the 
danger of sin.—It is the hope of es- 
caping punishment which embol- 
dens the sinner to transgress the 
law of God and to persist in bis 
transgressions. Accordingly, the 
Scriptures attribute the Impenitence 
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of sinners tu ignorance and unbelief. 
‘Tne (col bath said in his heart, 
There 1s uc God.”? ‘* He hath said 
in his heart, God hath forgotten ; 
he hideth his tace; he will never 
see it—W hercefore doth the wicked 
contemnm God? He hath said in his 
heart, Liou wiltnotrequirent.” But 
ag view of the glory of God destroys 
this stupid security and foolish pre- 
sumption. It teaches us, that all 
things are naked belere him. It 
sets belore us his holiness and 
just Ce, and shews us that he is of 
purer eyes than to bebeld in iquity. 
Above all, it sets before us the 
terror of his power, convincing us, 
that nothing cum be more vain, than 
to hbupe either to escape or resist It. 
Accordingly, in the Scriptures, it is 
by displaying bis infinite perfections 
that God endeavours to deter us from 
sin and encourage us to obedience. 
“Can any hide himself in secret 
places that I shall not see him 
saith the Lord. Do not T fiil heaven 
and earth ? saith the a “ Fear 
yenot me? saith the Lord. he ye 
not tremble at my presence {” * The 
mountains quake at him, and the 
nils melt, and the earth is burnt up 
at his presence, yea, the world and 
all that cwell therein. Vho can 
stand before his indignation? And 
who can abide in the fierceness of 
hisanger?’ Eis fury is poured out 
like fire, and the rocks are thrown 
down by him.’? Thus does God re- 
veal in Scripture the glory of his 
own nature, as the means of turning 
| han the practice of sin; plainly 
implying, that nothing but igno- 
rance of him can encourage sinners 
intheir rebellion. Nor will it be 
denied, that where there is a dec > 
impression of these truths in the 
mind, it must lead to repentance 
and submission, and lay us pros 
trate before the Divine Majesty. 

4. Lastly, a view of the glory of 
God tends to produce refientance, be. 
Cause, by setting befire us his infinite 
Mer CY, rt encourages us to turn to him. 
--No just view canbe formed of God, 
without including this perfection 


which shone even on Mount Sinai. 


Even there, he proclaimed himself, 


‘the Lord God, merciful and gra- 


cious, long suffering and abundant 
in goodness and truth, keeping mer- 
y for thousands, forgiving iniquity, 
i iiderascinns and sin’? Without 
the knowledge of the Divine mercy, 
the consideration of his holiness, 
justice and power, would tend only 
to produce terror and despair to the 
euilty. Bat when, to the other per- 
tections of God, we join his infinite 
mercy, the true knowledge of his 
hature serves to draw us to him in 


dutiful and grateful submission. “If 


thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniqui- 
tics, O Lord, who shall stand? But 
there is forgiveness with thee, that 
thou mayest be feared;”> impiying, 
that there Is not only encourage- 
ment to serve God, but that his 
mercy itself leads to that filial reve- 


rence which 1s essentially a part of 


true repentance. ‘hus do the great- 
ness and mercy of God unite in 
melting the hearts of sinners. 


And here I need hardly observe, 


thatit is in the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that we have the 
brightest display of the Divine 
mercy. Itisin Christ that we have 
a true and saving view of the glory 
of God, and especially ot the union 
of his greatness and goodness, of 
his majesty and mercy. It is in 
our blessed Redeemer’s Cross ang 
Passion, that we have the most af- 
fectine proof of the evil of sin, and 
the danger of the sinner; for it is 
there that God’s hatred of sin and 
his indienation against it appeat 
with rreatest terror. 
the Old Testament, many terrible 
displays of the Divine vengeance, 
yet they are all faint when compar- 
ed with what was exhibited on 
Niount Calvary. when “he who was 
in the form of God, and thought tt 
not robbery to be equal with God, 
was found In fashion as a man, and 
became obedient unto death, even 


the death of the cross.’? And yete 


in this great event, hath not God 
magnified his love also? Yes! 


We have, ir. 
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** God hath commended his love to- 
ward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.’’ Christ 
is the fruit of the Father’s love to 
sinners. How great the Giver ! 
How unspeakable the Gift! How 
worthless the objects on whom it is 
bestowed! Here, indeed, God is 
shewn to be love. Power, wisdom, 
holiness, and justice, shine in the 
cross of Christ; but above all, grace 
and mercy prevail there, and 
‘* reign through rightcousness unto 
eternal life.” Sinners ‘shall look 
upon him whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him as 
one that mourneth for an only 
son;”’ they shall abhor themselves 
and refient in dust and ashes. 
** Therefore also, now saith the 
Lord, turn ve even to me with all 
your heart, and with fasting, and 
with weeping, and sith mourning: 
and rend your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God; for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repenteth him 
of the evil.” 

I proceed now to make some im- 
provement of what has been said. 

|. We may learn from tlils sub- 
rect the force of those passages of 


Scripture in which the Anovwledge of 


God is put for the whole of reli- 
ion.—** Knowthe Lord.” ‘*This is 
life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” On 
the other hand, the wicked are de- 
scribed as those “that know not 
God.’”’ The truth is, God is either 
wholly unknown to wicked men, or 
ereatly mistaken by them. None but 
his servants dotruly see his glory, 
and the more they sce of him, the 
more like him do they become. 
** But we all, with open face, be- 
holding asin a glass, the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, even as 
dy the Spirit of the Lord.” 

2. From what has been said, we 
may also learn the great danger of 
a state of ignoriunce.—If repent. 


Aug. 


ance take its rise from a knowledge 
of the perfectinns of God, does jt 
not follow, that those who are igs 
norant Gf him must be in a deplor. 
able state, strangers to the power 
and practice of religion, and that if 
they die in this state, they must pe. 
rish everlastingly ? How inexcusa- 
ble, then, are those parents who do 
not diligently train up their children 
in the knowledce of Divine things! 
How inexcusable, also, are those 
masters who fail to instruct their 
servants, and suffer any under their 
roof to perish for lack of knowledge! 
And here I cannot help remarking, 
that the more conscientiously mas- 
ters perform their duty to their ser. 
vants, the more honestly and dill. 
rently will servants perform theirs, 


-We have numerous complaints of 


servants ; but,if we consider seriously 
the duty of masters, there will be 
found, perhaps, as great faults on 
this side as on the other. There are 
some, who seem to expect in poor 
uneducated persons, all manner of 
propriety of conduct, sweetness of 
temper, integrity,and diligence, and 
are ready to show the most violent 
displeasure at the least defect ol 
those qualities,who,at the same time, 
shew no example in their own con- 
duct, but of a neglect of their duty 
both to God and man. Let us have 
pity on the ignorant, and labour 
with all our power to teach them 
the things belonging to their peace. 

3. We may learn also, from what 
has been said, the absolute necessity 
of regeneration, or an inward 
change of heart.—It is not, as has 
been already observed, a speculative 
knowledge of the nature and pert- 
fections of God that leads to repent- 
ance, but an affecting view of his 
excellence and amiableness. This 
none can have, but those who are 
in some measure chanved into the 
same image. Wicked men do not 
cherish, but avoid the thoughts of 
God; they feel no desire of union 
with him, no cordial submission to 
him. The devils, also, have doubt- 
less 2 clear understanding of the 
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nature of God; yet it has no purify. 


ing effect upon them. The more 
they know of him, who is so di. 
rectly Opposite to them in all things, 
the more they hate him. Let these 
considerations excite us to pray, 
‘hat it would please God to reveal 
»imself to us by his Spirit, and give 
ys the saving knowledge of him, as 
heis “in Christ Jesus reconciling 
he world unto himsell.”? 

And now, in conclusion, ict me 
entreat those who are strangers to 
rue religion, whilst the Spirit) of 
God is suill striving with them, to 
jay down the weapons of their rebel. 
jiun against him, and to lay hold by 
jth on the atoning blood of Christ 
or their reconciliation with God. 
«Acquaint yourselves with God, 
und be at peace, that thereby good 
may come unto you.’? Some, indeed, 
may unhappily succeed for a time in 
huishing every dismal foreboding. 
The false and flattering pleasures of 
ie may engross their thoughts, and 
nloxicate their minds, But in a 
ude ume the Judge sbali come 
“with clouds; and every eye shall 
ve him, and they also which pierced 
him, wid all Kindreds of the carth 
nell wail because of him.” Tle 
il wults to be gracious to you, 
Lmbrace, therefore, the happy 
on, Kiss the Son, lest he be 
Nery and ye perish from the way, 
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when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him.” 

And true Christians will see, from 
what has been said, how closely 
connected the right knowledge of 
God—in other words, true religion— 
is with humility and sell-abasement. 
EXven the clearest views which a 
believer can take of the riches of 
the Divine mercy through a Re- 
deemer, while they afforc him un- 
speakable consolation, tend also most 
deepiy to humble him under a sense 
of his own unworthiness. The doc- 
trine of the Cross is not more re- 
freshing to the broken In heart than 
it is abasing to the proud; forit was 
chosen of God for this very purpose, 
“that no flesh should elory in his 
presence.’? And we may be well 
assured we have then the best evi- 
dence that the various means of 
grace which we use are profitable to 
us, when they serve to clothe us with 
humility, and to lead us to adopt and 
relish the words of Job, in the text, 
‘“ T have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear; but now mine cye 


seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.’* 


* Most of the readers of the Christian 
Observer will probably re cognise the above 
which is only an ‘abridgment oF 
rally known. 


sermon, 
one thatis very gene 


MISCELLANEOUS 


‘bo the baditor of the Civistian Observer. 
1HE readers of the Christian Ob- 
erver cannot but own their obliga- 


lions to the author of the luminous, 


acltey and discerning essay on she 
Principle of Emulation; and the 
suardians of young persons will do 
introduce the exercise of 
that principle, as defined and modi- 
led hy Vindex, into the eeneral sys- 
tem of education. The difficulty, 
iowever, will be—for difficulties 


Christ. Obsery. No. 152 


there are in the practical applica- 
tion of ali principles—to explain 
the two sides cf the question to 
common minds ; that Is, to the im- 
mense majority of those persons, 0! 
both sexes, to whom Is entrusted 
the moral culture of their successor 

on the great theatre of life. Int 
their hands, and notinto the hands o: 
philosophers, you have to delive: 
an engine of wondrous potency 

capable of effecting much good, bu: 

“i 7 
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(if this be not begging the question) 
far more mischief; and, after deli- 
very, to say to the receivers, Take 
care how you use it, lest it recoil, 
and dash you and your disciples to 
atums. Indced, as to cenianggioen in 
the gross or popular sense, we all 
know that it is the informing spirit 
of mankind, the true anima mundi, 
displaying its vivific influence in the 
court, the camp, the senate ; and not 
less Speriws in situations placed, 
according tothe calculations of some 
theorists, out of the reach of its cone 
trol ; wamne! vy, inthe sphere of sca- 
vengers and sculiions, in the last re- 
treats of geary and feculence. 
Yes, sir, * the olorious fault of an- 
gels and of gods” is committed, not 
only by those who * hold their routs 
in Juno’s heaven,” but by the sub- 
lunary deities of Wapping. Among 
these, the principle reigns and re- 
vels; no matter what be its object, 
or peculiar mode of operation. | 
would merely assert Its existence 
and activity every where. 

Being myself little conversant 
with the highest or lowest orders 
of society, I shall not venture to fo 
into the details ot my subject other- 
wise than as it affects the “ tenants 
of life’s middle state ;’’ wad my 
Own tebure is to be found, and w sie 
the features both of individual and 
national character are Sages 
understood to be most legible, as 
well as most writes hi 
sopher’s exai 
who has lived | among ts fellows of 
the middle state for some forty or 
fifty years. must have read many a 
lone chapter in the beok of human 
manners ; Open us its pages perpe- 
tually ure, in all the shops anc . 
lours where business or social habit 
lead him In these two Erect 
resorts of the British public (for we 
are not su exclusively a nation of 
shopkeepers us to seek no repose 
from the fmiportunity of customers 
Wm our i it has 


ie mV io the prin- 


_ 7 “9 ; r 
lMinmatio; sarong Ons 


y 
apartments), 
encounter 
ll exercise; 
but espectaily in the parlours bisects 


selves, which may be regarded as 
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the true shew-rooms of life, where 
the parents, their children, and thej; 
relations, visiters, or dependants 
combine to form one varied and 
instructive exhibition of the gener] 
character of our nature. Is it , 
libel on the partakers of that nature 
to say, after travelling round the 
vulgar circles of life, ull we have 
scen and seen again all which these 
expeditions can offer to our curi. 
osity,—-that the world is one cease. 
less struggle for superiority, a wap 
of extermination arainst our rivals: 
a system of decorous jealousy ; and 
a masquerade, where all the actors 
are known while they think them. 
selves concealed, and where every 
performer perseveres, or retires, 
under the hope or conviction o 
having outwitted the rest! I dono 
urge this Inquiry by way of holding 
up a Contemptuous exhibition of our 
fallen race ; for notwithstanding the 
desolation inflicted on his nature, 
man is only “Jess than archangel 
ruin’d ;°? but the suggestion is made 
With a view to discover, whether a 
incipie innately pure and enno- 
ing, has not been polluted and 
desecrated beyond what xD 
caled the average measure of | 
man abuse. If so, the guards aroun 
its purity ought to be doubled; o 
divesung the subject of ayer 
the mass of mankind should be d 
uinctly warned of ~~ unust: i degre 
of danger attached to ambitious feel- 


yr 
p! 
=r 
wi 


ines, 

I were to lead you through any 
given nul age of families taken a 
random out of the respectable orders 
of socicty, I should expect, 0 
course, to meet with individual sen- 
sualists, sharpers, blackguards, bul. 
ilies, and gamesters, scattered along 
our line of march; afd in various 
instances, exercising their severe! 
vocations as far as these could pes: 
sibly be pursued within the usual 
limits of worldly decency ;—but, 
leaving these individuals out of the 
question, as persons utterly disap 
proved or even shunned by the rest, 
let me ask, should we, or should we 
not, findthe decorous remainder im- 
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pelled and impelling, according to 


, 
i: ‘ne diversified and apparently irregu- 
its ed agency of what passes for cmula- 
nd 1? Now, in the case of the insulated 
ra] senders referred to, L assume, that 
, we should gain a knowledge of their 
re MEE coaractcrs, rather by withessing cer- 
he sun overt acts of depravity, than by 
ve discerning a general alr and mien of 
se evil; but in the other Instance, the 


‘ air and mien would speak more intel- 
jicibly ; or,on the supposition of the 


7 | culprits being able to veil the mighty 
: oieaieal their bosoms, there w ould 
( appear, 1n evidence of their guilt, Va- 
5 nous domestic arrangements tn re- 
i card todress,turniturce,engagenicnis, 
y connections, projects of wremonede or 
. festivity, all of these things breathi 

: and almost enunciating: articles “of 


impeachment against t 
ip observation. 
; i apractical man, sir, you must be 
. fond of practical illustrations ; and, as 
e matter of my address receives clu- 
HR cidation, every day, in every village 
nd town (and, I was going to say, in 
every family )in the United Kingdom, 
tosuy nothing of the universe at lary; 
retrain irom g riving 


De subjects of 
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all of the effects of emulation’s wide- 
asting pest in the town or townlet 
here my avocations usually ea 


me. | reside in one of those third 
fourth rate p vpaiy which has the 

ICtUO us credit ot ma a Mure 

y consists of a long wide 


niaining 


treet, wito a dilapidated kind of town- 
falling 
before which, the 
their sinecure situa- 
n,and, with the steps of the house, 
y seat for re such 


bh per 


° ye 
ren erwye ' +) « f wo piro 
mise, ana pales ‘ LAL his 
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over their sbop door: Sy 


Maki LPac 
peru. ily] ie ‘an Ine 
-relaxation from that severer duty 
the sees of thelr fellows— 
stibulum ante ipsum, primisque in fau- 
cibus Orel 
‘tthe western entrance of the town, 
» situated, Opposite to each rin 
v9 substantial houses; — by 
ralryy are 


milics who, in point of 1 
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the Montagues and Capulets of the 
district. Whatever may be the lighter 
shadcs of character discoverable 
among the several members of these 
establishments, each party has one 
paramount object; which Is, in ex- 
plicit terms, to raise itself by depres- 
sing the other. ‘To this object, all the 
resuurces of nature and art, as far as 
so powerlula mass of means is placed 
under the control of the rival houses, 
wre put Into hourly requisition. The 
feelings of the parlour diffuse them- 
selves, ‘‘yliding meteorous as even- 
ing mist,” over the kitchen, out-of- 
fices, and stables ; imparting to every 
servant and underling something of 
those high sensations which agitate 
the bosom of the master; and pro- 
ducing a correspondent effort to ele- 
vate his (and their own) magnificence 

‘To me, it is a propitious circum- 
stance, that my own establishment, 
being obviously inferier to that of 
either family, not merely excites no 
jealousy, but conciliates both parties ; 
with whom I pass as a person of in- 
nocent intentions, and, more than this, 
‘as one of ul 1¢ worthiest men in ail 
the world ;” my innocence and worth 
being sclf- evident in the obsolete de- 
corations of my best parlour, and in 
the simple manners and dress of my 
wife and ber children. Ihave indeed 
heard it whispered, that both the 
Moniagues and theCapulets irequ lent- 
ly hintat the gothic state of our lami- 
ly ; and even declare, thatitis a sad 
pity we should read so much, and 
shew off so little ; and that such sen- 

sible persons (so are they pleased to 
call us) might do things with effect, 
if they would but come out ; hol con- 

sidering, by the way, that the effect 
and the coming out, however recom. 


mended rebus ste stantibus, might 
soon annihilate the imputed inno- 
cence and worth referred to above. 


However, we visit and are visited by 
the persons who would rub us brigh 

ter; butif they are gratihed by the 
intercourse, LwishI could return the 
compliment. What is intercourse 
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of its former owner. 
interval of mortification and con. 


the act of natl-bitine and Wate! 
herself ull then unseen, the fatal 
ricle, which had been standing 
the morning on the other side of the 
way, preparatory lo its occupation by 
its audacious proprietor snd his 
equally crimioal wife. With = the 
most Innocent iatentions, | a id the 
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without sympathy? And what is it, 
when a great man Invites a little 
one, in order to overpower him with 
a display of grandeur, or to describe, 
‘n tones of mawkish triumph, the 
bortive efforts ofa rival) f scarcely 
make a morning call at cither house, 
without witnessing the deepening 
vlushes, and hurried pulsation, pro- 
‘duced by some new suspicion, that 
the Opposite family are ristng. No 
yencil of mine can paint the sensa- 
tion which pervaced Mr. Porkwick’s 
sstablishment, at the launch of Mr. 
Gabbe’s newcurricle. Had the cur- 
vicle beenaclose carrlage, the Consc- 
suences must have been very serious 
indeed. ‘Tranquillity, however, was 
restored at Jeneth; but it was only 
when an anti-curricie made lis ap- 
yearance from the rival coach-houss, 

drawn by two unblemished bays ; to 
the utter discomfiture of the Gabbe 
family, one of whose bays turned 


out to be a roarcr, and the other to 


have been down, when ip possession 
liv the dreary 


scious inferiority on the part of the 
Porkwicks, some private business of 


mine obliged me to wait on the lady 
of that house; 
the room I surprised 
name was erin: anounced 


whom, ¢ OU entering 
the urge ly iv 


1h 


adit, 
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C1) 
stiemely bandsome 
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comph ments due toa Carriage wh 
1 = } : ' 
mweed ls aostract 


yeauty, Without any rcference to the 
XA’ 


ales my nite NOt 
so Meyrs. Porkwick; who, transter- 
ving the ¢ 


] 


uilt of the proprietor to his 
arrlage. | | youred tor such elaborate 
e? 


c* ‘ 
House of the coleurs of the whecls 
~ .. » » ‘i } 7 
ind dining, that [owas at last com- 
selleci to sidte off to avase of towers 


$0 Smal! 


placed ona slab in one of the piers, 
and to smell away all their fragrance, 
in order to conceal the embarrass. 
ment otcasioned by a lady’ S frowns, 
We were relieved by the entrance of 
her youngest daughter, who was jp. 
standy directed to exhibit her powers 
of eloc uuon, by repeating * her Jas 
hynon 3” and this Jast hymn happened 
to be the twenty-second of Dr. 
Ww ats’s, against pfrride in clothes 

he child got through the firs 
stanza with tolerable success ; not, 
however, without discovering a i 
culiar attachment to the ele hth let 
terof the alphabet, by forcing It to 
precece every Initial vewel. — In the 
second verse the performer halted 
about the middle, thus; 


Wien first she put the cowring hon, 


Ifer robe of dun elaine Pongal. Soe rone— 


“ Tiinnocence,’? cried the mother, 
who partook of the child’s partiality 
for the redundant letter,—--while 
Louisa proceeded,— 

land vet her children vainly boast 

Hin the sad marks of glory lost ;— 

And there the performance closed: 
the mother declaring that the actress 
should go to church on Sunday in a 
new het and spencer, and perhaps 
with Lior sick sister’s parasol. & Yes, 
sald Louisa, “and you said, 
that when pappa came from Hessex, 
he would bring me shoes of the same 


5? 


mania, 


‘colour with Miss Gebbe’s.’? Poor 


Louisa here touched the wrong 
suing, was sentinto the nursery, and 
T once more abandoned to the pelt. 
ing ofthe storm. We managed most 
pane sly to get back to the cur 
ricie 3 and the last thing | remember 
from he ladv’s lips, was, ** Curricle 
indeed tit will be well ifsome peo. 
ple are not curricled into the King’s 
Bench 3; ond so forth, according to 
the latest impreosements in the plra 
scolovy ef fcceble satire. IT could not 
but wonder at) Moers. Porkwick’s sin 
ouial ing 
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eats a hymn against vanity in dress ; 
and, asa reward, is promised, a high 


} stimulus to that very vanity ;—in the 


next place, her faithful memory sup- 
plies an additional excitment s—and 
lastly, the ~mother is irritated by the 
child’s unconscious allusion to the 


rival family, feels her own vanity in- 
 culted, and punishes Louisa for the 
E offence committed by the gay shoes 


of Miss Gabbe ;—and all this compli- 
cation of error and folly resulung 


from no fault on the part of the child 


‘whose mistakes were not -her own,) 


but from the determination of Mrs. 
'Porkwick to be unhappy so lone as 
| the opposite family determines to be 
E shewy; or rather, not to be outdone 
| so long as the opposite family deter- 
‘mines to outdo—Endless are the 
tales which might be teld relative to 
the alternate triumphs and defeats 


celebrated or endured by the parties 


in question; and which form eter- 
nal matter of debate to our parhia- 
'ment, during its sittings on the 


stocks, and steps of the town. house 


Sand jail. VForit must be understood, 
' that the members of this honourable 


assembly, betng all much on the same 


' level in point of income and domes- 
tic arraneements, have selected for 


themselves that department of emu- 


lation which comprises the science 
ofangry, clamorous, and indefatiga- 

ble dispute; and, as their range of 
» mind is limited by the boundaries of 
the parish, the persons and things of 


the parish are, with them, the only 


| worthy objects of human anxiety or 


hope, and, of course, the only known 
sources of human eloquence. Con- 
sequently, the rival claims of the 
houses of Gabbe and Porkwick are 
investirated, discussed, and recipro- 
cally conceded or disallowed, not so 
much because either family possesses 
a distinct interest in our senate, but 
from the propitious circumstance, 
that the rises and falls of the contend- 
ine houses present ever-varying op- 
portunities of talk and assumed tri- 
umph to the contending orators. 
Now, sir, in recurring to the ab- 
stract subject of emulation, | tind it 
*xtremely perplexing to disenrare 


my mind from the unfortunate as- 
sociations, produced by the remem- 
brance and the present description 
of vulgarian rivalry. Yet this very 
circumstance reminds me, how dif- 
ficult it is to look ata principle, not in 
combination with its abuses but as it 
exists independently of all conse- 
quences whatever. There is, how- 
ever,a greater difficulty behind : how 
will you teach the mass, the thick- 
sighted mass, of mankind, to bring a 
subtle, ethereal principle into con- 
stant operation? How will they re- 
ceive your injunctions to handle with 
religious caution something almost 
too delicate to be touched ? And ob- 
serve, here is a principle, not to come 
under our management exclusively 
in the sacred hours of retirement, 
self-inquiry, or devotion, but in the 
hourly business and bustle of the 
world; the world indeed being its 
accredited theatre of display. We 
are to dress ourselves, behind the 
scenes, In the robes of emulation, 
and then come out and perform from 
morning to night, through every 
year, from adolescence to senility. 
More than this, our day dreams will, 
in many instances, be continued in 
the visions of thenight. It appears, 
then, that there is a certain lawful 
motive which may lawfully excite to 
exertion In every act, and at any pe- 
riod of life; a motive of extraordinary 
excellence In itself, capable of effect- 
ing the most glorious results, dnd 
as capable of producing the most 
disastrous mischief; but, at the 
same time, so frequently represented 
by counterfeits, and so difficult to be 
recognised at its own real appear- 
ance, that none but an enlightened 
philosopher may safely venture to 
call it into exercise.—By what ela- 
boration of prudence could IT, for 
example, dare to recommend the 
udoption of this refined principle into 
the domestic system of the rival 
familics in my own vicinity? A 
principle, already there in high ope- 
ration, and such as would pass with 
the world at large under the broad 
term of emulation, must surely first 
be eradicated. And what is this? 
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Certainly not the moral clement 
which Vindex wouid infuse into the 
minds ot beings 

Neither that enobling impulse which 
has taught heroes and patriots 
crifice private considerations to those 
of their country. Nom—it is hostile 
to the firstof these; and it is mise- 
rably inferior to the other. It ts 
nothing better than 
fame for its own sake: a principle 
indeed less Inviting the Cxaminauon 
or contempt of a satirist, than de- 
manding the pity, awakening the 
tears, and calling forth the expos- 
tulations of a practical 


born for ciernry. 


r 
LO Sd- 


& *hristian. 
Speculate, indced, as we will on the 
essence, modilications, influence, or 
abuse of emulation, the whole sub. 
ject, I conceive, may be investicated 
to far greater practical advantage, 
by treating it as a grave, nee 
question; by tng 


What is meant by the friendship of 
ihe ears by seeking the praise of 
wien, by seeking our own, and by the 
anti other theolozical phrases so 


hberally scattered over modern ser- 
mons, not always accompanied by il- 
Justrations of their 

living world 

presume nor Incline to scrutinize 
the doctrines of Vindex; but I wish 
he would aliow me to persuade him 
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witnessed, with mixed feelings 9 
disgust and compassiob, & specimen 
Lhe pra cog nti system actuaily 
‘stablished ;OHLSt a Vast propor, 
tion of our population, It 
was a bare-faced str truggele for risit he 


‘ 


Youn’ 


by the deemeatons. ‘a another > and, 

apy skili in discovering 
character by looks und manners, | 
certainly saw, in the Instance alluded 
to, the triumph of quick and Clever 
furwardness over abiliues naturally 
tuierior but accompanied with a fair 
shew of modesty. In fact, I said to 
myself, * This plan serves very well 
to turn wits dite coxcomus, and to 
dishearten all the rest.”’ I spcak, 
indeed, of an insuiated case 5 but itis 
the only one IT have yet seen: and it 
may be | judged Impartial to add, that 
the Competition in question took 
place, wocn the class was drawn up 
before a party of visiters. Tow. 
ever, | remember that strong symp- 
toms of a similar spint used 
cover themselves In a Sungay schoo, 
uccusionally superiptenced by my: 
self, beiore the days of the Madras 
scheme; and having been instructed 
by my own teachers to impress prin 
ciples rather than the me re mechaue 
ical art of readiness J ulwavs endea 


i I have 


Lo dls- 


voured to convince my pupils, thet 
not they who read and spelt bes 
crefore the best in heart ; but 
they who pra ticalls applied what 
thic 5 found in the Scriptures LO their 
dally habits. Tog -enerally found that 
the wits of the party received this 
doctrine with coolness, and that the 
vhole foree of their talent availed 
them nothing in a moral view. ‘They 
| evince a smartness and 
dexterity in discerning the Fe 
eb WEOongesS OL a subre ct, but the 
heii superiority terminated, “ 
.y they sunk to the dull, 
Stambubt icvel of Gubees. Is not a 
wallel to all this found in the world 
fedult disciples? If undiscovera- 
le eiscwhere, I have seen aig we 
xtremely ike it in the more inte 
ctual eos of the 
rh Wit Ik whic 1G. ibbe. 
Your's, &c. 
PHILO-B. FT 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Ix ypur late numbers, I read a pa- 
ney On EMULATION, In which several 
‘hing s advanced by another corres- 
i jdent, In some very useful Ictters 
on Education, are co mbated. And 
gnding in that paper sentiments far 
diferent from what L have been used, 
duing a long course of years, to 
maintain and communicate ; I have 
written down a few thoughts on the 
ubject, Without Intending either to 
defend all things advanced by the 
one of your correspondents, or to 
give a direct answer to the copious 

eumentation of the other. Should 
04 deem what | send entitled to a 
place in your widely-circulating pub- 
lication, it may, perhaps, suggest 

hints to future correspondents, on a 
most Important, walk as it scems, 
dificult inquiry. 

I wouid examine whether emu- 
lation, or that (whatever it is called), 
from which emulation arises, were 
implanted in our nature by the Cre- 
ator; or whether it has been super. 
induced by the fall? “ For all that is 
inthe world, the lust of the flesh, 
ond the lust of the eyes, and the 
oride of life, is not of the Father, but 

of the world.” (1 John il. 15.) 

It is, however, readily conceded, 
that the fall of Adam introduced no- 
thine Into human nature which can 

roper ly be called @ princifile. But 
it remains to be eieabdere d, whether 
those depraved propensities, which 
ate the main springs of fallen man’s 
activity all over the world, are pro- 
perly called Principia or frencifile 
Prid ¢,in all its varied modtficattons, 
comprising the desire of dominion 
over other men, and of eclipsing 


them In every way la the race of 


honours love of work lly property, or 


| 
Whetcan be purchased With jt, or 
the consequence which it confers 

love of animal indul: rence and dissi- 
pated pleasure 5 and the malienout 
Dassions ; constitute some of the 
Most powerful of these propensities 
Which every where continually sil- 
mulate fallen man to exertion. Now, 
in this respect, it must be of great 
importance to distingulsh, if we can, 


between what God made man, when 
he pronounced him “ very good,’ 
and what the fall has occasioned: 
for, in this respect alone, he needs 
to * be born again,’’ and “ new cre- 
ated unto holiness:” the latter, ex- 
clusively, is the flesh, which must be 
‘crucified with its affections and 
lusts.”’ In one sense indeed, it may 
sutely be admitted, that the princi- 
ples, from which all the corrupt 
propensities have arisen, were im- 
planted by the Creator. He formed 
man desirous of honour, pleasure, 
and riches; “the honour which com- 
eth frem God only :” “ the pleasures 
Which are at his right hand for 
evermore :”’ the riches of an inhe- 
ritance Inccrruptible, undefiled, and 
unlading in heaven.” Nay, he form- 
ed him capable of abhorring, and ex- 
pressing abhorrence of, that which 
is evil. 

But man, by the fall, having lost 
his happiness in God, and with it 
his capacity and relish for that holy 
felicity, turned to the creatures and 
to himself to find satisfaction. He 

forsock the Fountain of living 
waters, to bew out broken cisterns, 
which could hold no water :” and his 
love of bonour, and pleasure,and pos- 
sessions, with his capacity for hating 
und expressing hatred of evil, were 
diverted into ‘wrong channels, anc 
poree ‘rted into depraved propensities 
and hankering alter the several ob- 
jects of his idclatrous affections: nor 
do [ see any reason whatever for 
SUppOSINe EMULATION, as lt how ex 
ists in fallen man, to be less diverted 
from its proper channel, or less cor- 
rupted aud perverted, than the other 
principles of our fallen nature. 

Man secking happiness, not from 
Cod, but from the creatures, found 
the lawlul and moderate pessession 
and enroyment of them, insufficient ; 
and this pushed him on to unlawtul 
and excessive mraspines and indul- 

ipposed good, which 
all sourht, being too scanty for all, 
men, as rivals for the same object, 
stood in each other’s way and inter- 
fered with each other; and hence 
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them.’’ In short, this apostacy from 
God and idolatrous love of the crea- 
ture, might easily be shewn to be 
the original source of all the crimes 
which have, in every age and na- 
tion, filled and desolated the earth: 
and, without doubt, emulation of 
surpassing and obtaining eminence 
above others, has done its full shave 
of the mischief; probably it may be 
said with truth, that covctousness, 
andlicentiousness,and malignant pas- 
sions, have slain their thousands, but 
*“ EMULATION ITS TEN THOUSANDS.” 

God made man desirous of real, 
not comparative, excellence, of his 
approbation, and the pure and im- 
mense honour conferred by it, and 
not of the honour bestowed by his 
fellow-creatures, as distinct frem 
“the honour which cometh from 
God only ;” much less of that honour 
which cometh from man, on account 
of surpassing others in things of 
doubtful or inferiour vaiue ; or such 
as “are abomination in the sight of 
God.”’ The perversion of this prin- 
ciple, and its diversion from God to 
the creatures, gave rise to all the 
varietics of pride, ambition, arro- 
france, envy, and the love of power to 
domineer and act as lords over others. 

It may readily be conceived, that 
holy angels contemplate, and even 
emulate, the holy excellence of God ; 
and desire and delight in his appro- 
bation; and that they emulate the 
endowments which are superior to 
their own, with admiration and love: 
but can we, for a moment, suppose 
them capable of the emulation of 
surpassing and out shining other an- 
gels, whom God formed supcrior 
to them? Or, of any emulation, 
which would introduce self-gratula- 
tion and glorying over their fellows? 
This can scarcely, in imagination, 


be separated from the uneasmess of 


him who is thus surpassed and glo- 
ried over, anda regret nearly aliled 
(Oo envy ; or from arrogance and con- 
tempt in him that thus excelleth ; 
probably an emulation, something 
of this kind, a desire of distinction 
above others, was the beginning of 
Satan’s fall, * He kept not his first 
estate,” but aspiring at something 
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beyond it, he fell under condemna. 
tion; and it certainly was part of 
his temptation to our first parents 
when he said, * Ye shall be ag 
gods.’ Had not man sinned, the 
desire of holy excellence and the 
manifested approbation of God; 
together with a disposition to love, 
und imitate, and emulate the excel. 
lency of parents, seniors, and those 
whom there was neither the desire 
or expectation of surpassing, would 
have produced the same effects on 
earth, as these principles do among 
the blessed inhabitants of heaven, 
Where all is contentment, peace, and 
love: but we cannot well conceive, 
among perlectly sinless creatures, 
any of those competitions for pre- 
cminence, distinction, and renown, 
which now interrupt mutual love and 
harmony, and produce gloryings, 
murmurs, and discontent, even when 
exercised about things truly valuable. 
I apprehend that they who observe 
What passes at our universities, after 
the academical honours have been 
conlerred in varlous proportions,will 
perceive this, both among the suc- 
cessful and the unsuccessful candi- 
dates; not to mention clections to 
the senate, and the attainment by 
some of the hich stations which arc 
sought by maby. Now, if what has 
been described us existing among ho- 
ly angels, and as what might exist 
among men on earth, sull retaining 
the holy image of the Creator, and 
having his law of love perfectly writ- 
ten in their hearts, be called emula- 
tion, I would not biame either the 
thing or the name ; but then let it be 
carefully distinguished from every 
perversion of the same original prin- 
ciple ; even from that,which is called 
“an honest emulation,’’ but 1s by no 
means, in gencral, “a holy emula- 
tion:’? “for the things, which are 
highly esteemed among men, are 
abomination in the sight of God.” 
(Luke xvi. 15 ) 

The Apostie does not exclude 
even the idea of ambition, from his 
Vocabulary, though it does not 
appear in our version. I have 
been ambitious’? (bias?imeswevev) * to 
preach the Gospel where Christ 
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_as not named.” Thus he receded, 
ys it were, in his ambition, trom 
‘he field of competition, as secking 
«the honour which cometh from 
God only.’——“* We are ambitious’ 
(Cirgimeueta) “that, whether present 
np absent, we may be accepted of 
dim.?—-"* Be ambitious’? (piroriecs- 
tai) “to be qtuiet, and mind your 
own business.’ (Rom, xv. 20; 
»Cor. ¥. 93 1 Thess. tv. 11.) 

She word emrdation occurs twice 


;our version: © Phat Io may pro. 


oke them to emulation” (+z roan 
ergaij—* Vhe works of the flesh 
WE «wee Emulutions,’? (Craru) &e. 


ides and its derivatives, frequently 
cur, bearing either a zood ora bad 
ense in the apostolical epistles; 
wrthe word merely impiies a fer. 
wind, of whatever sort, or 
bout whatever object. Thus the 
\postic says, ‘* Ye covet carnestly 
best gilts,’’ b 


gur G/ 


(Cyarsre ) but yet 
skew f you a more excelicnt way.’ 

itis evident, that the Apostle re- 
vardcd the coveting or emulation of 
he Corinthians, in respect of spi- 
rival eifts, and their desire of excel- 
ine and surpassing others in the 


» 


exercise of them, as very childish, 
aid as greatly interfering with that 


‘love which envicth not,” (# Cease 5) 
hich constituted that more excellent 
ay which he shew ed them: (1 Cor. 
a Sl 3 xilh. 43 xiv. 18—26). Nor 
an it be Sndiied, but he meant to 
wution them againstit. And this na- 
wally leads us to another inquiry :— 
How far emulation ought to be 
vrotesicd against, as it relates to 
education especially, and in various 
ther respects, if we would not ** be 
Ylakers of other men’s sins:”? For 
his seems grand argument ia 


ue controversy: if it be evil, all 


? 2) 
Oiuc 


houid protest aguimst it; or they 
'e partakers of the gilt, ‘The 
_ Sue, as we li: ave SCCh, dis SAPPVOr 


‘cof the competitions, ‘and desire © 
‘urpassing one another, which pre- 
‘tiled among the Corintnians: yet he 
oes net follow up his caution by any 
ree protest against the princi- 
c itself, or the perve rsion of it; but 
Chris st, Observ. No, 152. 
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contents himself with pointing out to 
his Christian brethren “ a more ex- 
cellent way.’ This should be par- 
ticularly noticed, in this part of the 
argument. Indeed, something ana- 
logoeus to it pervades the whole 
Scripture, and constitutes a marked 
difference between the inspired 
writers, and those eager disputants, 
who endeavour to push every ad- 
vantare against an opponent to the 
uttermost, and often attempt to ex- 
pose his principles and sentiments 
to odium or contempt. But in the 
sacred oracles, even in those things 
which are most cvidently wrong, 
and which scriptural principles lead 
all who are well acquainted with 
them to condemn, we see little of 
the disposition to outrage sentiments 
or practices. The writers deemed 
themselves bound to protest against 
whatever evil they observed in their 
own company: * For what have L 
to do, to judge them also that are 
without! Do not ye judge them 
that are within? But them that are 
without God judgeth.’’? 1 Cor. v. 12, 
13. ‘They hkewise gave rules, pre- 
cepts, and maxims, subversive, in 
the event, of all the evil maxims, 
customs, und practices of the world : 


bat, in general, they Jeft these to 
the silent and gradual operation 


which the blessing of God would 
vive them. The chimerical attempt 
of reforming the world by instruction, 
vithout the internal renovation of 
the heart, was by no meansa part of 
their plan ; and had they attempted 
this In a vehement manner, they 
would have thrown immense impedi- 
ments in the way of what they did 
undertake—even such as nothing but 
a succession of miracles could have 
counterbalanced. In this, I appre. 
hend, they have a most In- 
structive example, 

Not to dweil on other instances, 
who can doubt but that slavery, or 
the forced subjection of one unol- 
fending man to another man, as his 
property ; and that the slave trade, 
with which in all ages it has been 
connected, Im various forms; are 
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contrary to the law of “ loving our 
neighbour as ourselves?” Yet slave- 
ry subsisted, even among Christians: 
and not only were some Christians 
slaves, but some even possessed 
slaves. The apostles taught both 
these classes their several duties ; 
which being carefully attended to, 
the worst cilects of the system would 
be counteracted. But so far from 
openly protesting against slavery, and 
its attendant evils in the world at 
large, they did not even require or 
exhort Christian masters to liberate 
their slaves: and yet, I trust, we 
shall not venture to say, that they 
sanctioned all the evils of raneeny and 
the traffic for slaves, and were par- 
takers of the guilt. Had they been 
legisiators or senators in a country, 
like Britain, professing Christianity, 
and possessing liberty; they would 
doubtless have done what their in- 
structions have excited Christian 
senators and legislators most honour. 
ably to attempt, and in part to accom- 
plish in our Jend, and which, doubt- 
less, the sume principles will still 
lead them perseveringly to pursue to 
destruction. Butthey were ministers 
of religion: * the weapons of their 
warfare’? did not admit the attempt 
of altering the laws and cons‘itutions 
of the kingdoms of this world; and 
where succcss could not be expect- 
ed, vehement protests on the sub- 
ject would only have rendercd 
Christian slaves discontented 
prejudiced most fatally masters 
against the Gospel; and have exas- 
perated the rulers of the world to 
more determined and violent } per 
secution. ‘Phis suffices to shew, that 
circumstances of yarious kinds are 
to be considered in what we ate 
tempt; and that we should not 
impede the practicasle good which 
We alm at, by useless shoe age. and 
unseasonuble endeavours at those 
improvements which to us «are evi- 
dently impracticable, end beyond our 
line of action. 

Wrong motives may render sinful, 
even things most lawful and needful 
in themselves ; and this the Scrip- 


; huve 


ture intimates: “ The ploughing of 
the wicked is sin,’ Prov. xxi, 4. 
doubtless, because it 1s done from 
selfish and worldly motives, and in ap 
ungodJy manner. * To them that 
are defiled and unbelieving, is nothing 
pure ; but even their mind and con. 
science is defiled,’? Tit. 1.15. The 
sacred writers Gid not, however, enter 
any strong protestagainst the corrupt 
motives of those who cultivated the 
earth: nor did they refuse to partake 
of its fruits, “ asking no questions 
for conscience sake: yet, surely, 
they were not in this * partakers of 
other men’s sins.”? Ministers and 
Christians, in their private capacity, 
cannot possibly influence the great 
mass of mankind: and, without some 
special call, or prospect of good, itis 
best to avoid what must give great 
umbrage to no purpose. ‘The same 
protest against emulation, as em. 
ployed in educating young persons, 
which might be made, in the opinion 
of many, against the Lancasterian 
method of teaching, would, In great 
dee¢ree at least, mvolve under con. 
demnation all our public schools and 
seminarie§ of learning, and all me- 
thods used to train up men to emi. 
nence inthe army «and navy, or as 
physicians and lawyers, or In the 
; nay, I tear in the church 
itself; for the name of Christian 


senate 

9 
docs not at all change the character 
of those who bear it. 

We may think, yea, prove, that 
“the ploughing of the wicked | 
sin;?? but we cannot communicate 
our views to the bulk of mankind. 
\We may maintain, yea, demonstrate 
from Scripture, that emulation oi 
outst as tin So others is a corrupt pt pin- 
ciple; but we can never convince 
men Jn semeend that it is so; and by 
too eaverly and violently attempting 
it, we may prevent the good which 
otherwise we might do. 

I am not competent to say, how 
far the Lancasterian plan of teach: 
ing more encourages this corrup! 
emulation than other plans do; I 
mean, plans where ail concerne 
are not actuated by genuine Chris- 
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‘ian motives. Were I called to take 
an active part in such schools us are 
formed on this mode, or any similar 
to it, I should more carefully con- 
sider the subject than I have been 
hitherto led to do, and endeavour to 
counteract the tendency; but I do 
not think that I should enter any 
protest against them. 

It Is “absolutely necessary, that 
vastly more corn should be ¢rown 
than can be ratsed by truly pious 
husbandmen; and is it not equally 
necessary, that far more children 
should be taught to read, and even 
trained up in learning, than can, in 
the present state of things, be taught 
fom genuine Christian motives? 
Alas! in far the greatest part of 
Christendom, both the teachers and 
those to be taught are almost equally 
strangers to them: but is the world 
tobe starved,because * the ploughing 
of the wickedis a sin?” Is it to sink 
into barbarous ignorance, because 
the teaching in almost all places is 
connected with emulation ? Must no 
Christian contribute to a Sunday 
sC ak or a charity school, or a Lan- 
casterian school, because of this? 
On the other hand, must he acknow- 
ledge it as a right principle ; and ex- 
pressly snnutians and adopt, and 
recommend it? I fear that I cannot 
wholly exclude emulation in teach- 
ing four or five children; but must 
they, therefore, not be taught? Or 
may I not say to my children or 
pupiis, You ought to apply to your 
tudies,and to labour after proficiency 
in them; not in order to surpass 
others, 
Honour from 
may acquire a 


man, but that you 

talent with which 
you may glorify God and do good 
tomankind ? May I not say, The 
euulation of outstripping others can 
hardly keep clear of vainglory, and 


‘'s aearly related to envy, and often 


produces very bad effects on both the 


successful and unsuccessiul: you 
should therefore watch 

i@alast it; 

hare rative, excellence ? 


and pray 


and aim at real, not com- 


May I not say 


and from a vain desire of 
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this to a Christian parent, who asks 
my opinion of education:——You 
know the general principle of schools 
and collezes: we cannot alter it; 
and if we could, unless all concerned 
became true Christians, we should 
effect no good: but “ yet shew ITyou 
a more excellent way:’? Give as 
little encouragement as possible to 
the emulation of outstripping others, 
and endeavour to repress it; and 
teach your children, that they ought 
to be diligent, and endeavour to make 
progress in useful knowledge, be- 
cause it is their duty to God, and in 
order that they may be qualified to fill 
up their station in society in a suita- 
ble manner, to the glory of God and 
the good of men ?—Surely this must 
be allowed to be an unexceptionable 
plan for a Christian parent or coun- 
sellor; and I believe all, who have 
fairly tricd it, will concur with me in 
saying, that much more, very much 
more, may be effected in this way 
than is generally supposed. But he 
who thinks himself bound to oppose 
and protest against every thing which 
fulls below ii, among men in general, 
“must needs go out of the world.” 


(Yo be continued.) 


~— an 
Jo the Kditor of the Christian Observer. 


Tur Catholic Journal (offered to the 
notice of your readers by a corres- 
- ident, in your February Number, 
p. 93) continues to be published ; and 
appears to have obtained high credit 
with such persons as have adopted 
the sentiments of the Catholic Board 
in Dublin; parucularly with their 
accredited agent, Bishop Milner, 
who hos supplied the editor with pu- 
merous papers, authenticated by his 
own signature: and inthis he has 
been followed by Mr. Gandolphy, 
Mr. [faydock, and other members of 
their community, Without inter- 


fering with the political measures of 


the Catholics, as discussed In their 
magazine, I beg leave to lay before 
you the following specimens of cor- 
respondence on the subject of the 
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British and Foreign Bible Society, 
without note or comment. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
A PROTESTANT. 
“Would not, Mr. Edi tor, some 
cunning financier do well, if he took 
advantage of this rave for Bibles, 
and laid a smart tax upon the read- 
ing of it; permitting none to read 
it without first taking out a license ? 
And why not tax this, as well as 
other nostrums: Or micht it not 
serve as a commutation for the win. 
dow tax? Vor if they are deter- 
mined, that the Neht of heaven 
Shall be obscured by so many con- 
tradictory doctrines, we might at 
least have a littl more terrestrial 
light, to illuminate our darkness.” 
(Vol. IT. p. 58.) — Phe Brblewdistri- 
butins schemenwuis then a mere 
human invention; consequently, the 
merit or demerit of this scheme, 
its utility or Inutility, as to the ob- 
ject which it professes to have in 
view, may easily be learnt by 
weighing it in the scales of human 
prudence. It would, indeed, be 
neither rashness bor presumption... 
..t0O dismiss this scheme as a de- 
lusive phantom, and proneunce its 
speedy dissolution in air. For, if 
the Bible-distributing scheme be not 
the method appointed by Christ for 
propagating his doctrines, but a plan 
engendered in the conceitand foster- 
ed by the pride of man and adopted 
by human folly, as bt cag to to the 
system formed fcr the diffusion of 
Christianity by the wisdom of its Di- 
vine Loui ider, it requires ho great 
depth of penctration to foresee that 
such a scheme will return no other 
ne to its inventors but disappoint- 
nent.—1f im the pene deluge of 
infidelity and moral corruption, which 
overflows this land of Bibles, the Bi- 
ble Suciety con tind anv cause for 
nragement lo vo 
on with the glsrzcus work, I envy 
them not thetr wreath of fame, nor 
wish to deprive them of one atom of 
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entitle them. It would have bee, 
more to the purpose, however, if the 
champions of the Bible Society, ip. 
stead of empty boasts and magnificep: 
prophecies,had condescended to poin: 
out io us one single nation converted 
to Christian ity by the distribution of 
Bibles, or, in more modern times, 
one single Individual who solely by 
reading the Bible was changed from 
an infidel to a Christian. ‘This they 
cannot do; hence it Is but reasonable 
to conclude, that their display of the 
wonders tobe wrought by the Bible. 
distributing scheme in the conversion 
of mankind, Is mere frothy assertion. 
—I] must confess, | am not very san. 
puine in my expectations of a mira 
cle from the Bib! € Society, neve 
having witnessed: any thing from 
them appreximatung to the miracu- 
lous, except their success in drawing 
moncy from the pockets of so many 
well-meaning men, for the support 
ofa plan so directly in opposition to 
observation, experience, and com- 
mon-sense, as is the Bible-distribu- 
ting scheme.--Let the bible-distribu- 
tinge scheme be adopted in its full ex. 
tent, and at no great distance of time 
the blessed fruits of the Reformation 
will be brought to complete maturi- 
ty......cach self-interpreting individual 
will be a sect within himself; the Bi 
ble itself, in consequence of the ab- 
surdities and extravagances fathered 
upon it, wil no longer command re- 
spect; Christianity will, among the 
foilowers of this scheme, be nothing 
but a name, and infidelity will pow 
in full tide over this lund of Bibles. 
But the tree church, which has in 
every age preserved with so much 
care the sacred ceposit of the Divine 
Word, will continue not enly to de- 
liver to herchildren the /etter of this 
word, but unfold to them the hidden 
treasures of its sublime doctrines and 
moral precepts, and, in unity ol 
faith and purity of morals, will reap 
the plente ous harvestof her glorious 
cxertions.”’ (pp. 60—62.)—“ The 
tures of the Bil dle Society, though 
vee itcaed bv al! the charms ef the 


| Aug, 








- 





splendid dress in which they have 
been decked out, to such cold hearts 
gs yours and mine appear to have 
proved unattractive. Stripped of 
their meretricious ornaments, they 
can hardly excite any sentiments but 
those of disgust and contempt.—l 
have clearly shewn, that the distri- 
bution of Bibles was not the plan 
instituted by Christ for the propa. 
gation of C hristianity.....that the 
coalition between the Established 
Church and its dissenting offspring, 
isa convincing proof of the totter- 
ing state of the former ; and that, in 
forming a society for distributing 
Bibles, the Church of Engiand has 
signed its death-warrant, unless, at 
the same time that it puts a Bible 
into the hands of self-interpreting 
readers, it will furnish each of them 
with a pair of Church-of-England 
spectacles, to enable him to see the 
Thirty-nine Articles in the Sacred 
Volume. I might add, that, if each 
one is to teach himse/f the doctrines 
of Christianity, ministers of religion 
willbecome an alinost useless branch 
of society. I would therefore sug- 
vest to the Bible-men, in order to 
render their work complete, to five 
the Book, when they distribute it, a 
new title, viz. /very Alun his on 
Person.’ (pp. 140—142.)— It is 
amusing to reflect on the self-im- 
portance and idiotism of these Bible 
distributors and fanatics: Do they 
neal believe, by such paltry and 
silly artifices, to subvert our divine 
religion, wwhich has for eighteen cen. 
turies shone amidst the dark. clouds 
of bigotry, superstition, and malice? 
! how futile are their 


—Vain men! 
' how dangerous to 


expectations ! 


themselves their ambition! This 
Bible-distribution scheme,like a mid- 
hight vision, has fired their imagi- 
nations to a pitch of absolute frenzy. 
—No ; they may succced in prevail- 
ins on a few individuals, whom pe- 
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verty and a want of confidence in the 
Almighty may have rendered insen- 
sible to the spiritual wants of their 
forlorn little ones; but I am con- 
fident there is hardly a Catholic 
family among the poor, the most 
7gnorant of whom would not be able 
to instruct In the true principle of 
the Christian Religion those same 
Bible distributors, whose only spi- 
ritual learning seems confined to a 
few texts of the Protestant Bible ; 
and yet these men (with an arro- 
eance never excelled) would lead 
our little innocents from the pious 
care of their spiritual instructers 
(their clergy) to drag them to such 
dens of hypocrisy* as those the 
subject of my letter.” (pp. 184, 
183). The extract which follows 
is from Bishop Milner himself.— 
‘“* The present Bible-men are the 
first associated Protestants who have 
ected up to their principles, and 
who can with truth proclaim, with 
the Socinian Chillingworth, The Bi- 





ble, the Bible alone, is the sum of 


our faith. What though this rule 
leads those who adopt it into an 
endless variety of contradictory opi- 
nions ;.....yet as this diversity of 
sentiments is the unavoidable con- 
sequence of the fundamental prin- 
ciple of the Reformation, so called, 
it must either be borne with by the 
consistent Protestant, or he must 
trace back his steps to the living 
speaking tribunal of the Catholic 
Church, whose authority in ex- 
pounding the Word of God can 
alone unite men in the same uni- 
form belief.”? (p. 135.) 


*.* The Hymn from the Roman 
Breviary, inserted in the Christian 
Observer for June (p. 365), is trans- 
lated in the * Orthodox Journal’ 
for March 1814. 


* The St. Giles’s Catholic Schools. 
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REVIEW OF 


An Address to the Rev. Eustace Cae 
rey, Jan. 19, 1814, on his Designa- 
tion as a Christian eset to 
India. By Roserr liaur, M.A. 
8vo. pp. 49. London: Button 
and Son. 

Many circumstances conspire to 

render this Address peculiatly inte- 

resting. The destination of the 

Missionary, the name which he 

bears, and ‘the acknowledged emt- 

nence of the person iiected to de. 
liver the charge, are wel! calculat- 
ed to excite the attention of all who 
take any concern In the advance- 
ment of religion abroad, and possess 
any knowledge of what is great and 
distinguished at home. Upon the 
labours of the Baptist | Missionaries 
in the East there is little need for 
us to enlarge. They have borne 
an honourable testimony for the 
faith of Jesus, and their words have 
been successful: many poor and ig- 
norant idolaters have turned from 
dead works to serve the living God, 
and the light of Revelation is by 
their means. arising upon multitudes, 
who were unable to cone to the 
light. Difficulties and discourage- 
ments appear to have had little ef- 
fect but to animate their zeal and to 
awaken their vigilance: they have 
obtained a reward, which perhaps 
they never expected, the praise of 
men: the tongue of calumny bas 
been silenced. May they so cont- 
nue to labour as to obtain the praise 
of God! 

We are not sorry to sce other la- 
bourers entering Into the same ex- 
tensive ficld ; and it is with much 
pleasure that we read upon the title- 
page of this pam phiet the name of 
Carey. In what ccegree he ts re- 
lated to the Father of the Baptist 
Missions we know not: 
tioned as of the same family; and 
we hope, and are persuaded, from 
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certain observations contained jp 
this Address, that he will follow the 
example of his distinguished rela. 
tive. A few years must terminate 
the Iabours of that good man, and 
call him: to bis reward: happy will 
be his ciosing days, if he shall per. 
ccive that his house, like himself, js 
determined to serve the Lord, and 
19 praise his name among the Gen- 
tiles 

We have assumed that the Mis. 
sionary addressed in these pages is 
of the Baptist persuasion; but there 
is nothing in the Address itself of 
an exclusive character. Mr.Hall has 
far higher objects than to promote 
the views of a party : he aims atthe 
extension of real religion; and, 
whatever may be his own peculiar 
opinions on subjects of inferior con 
sideration, he urges upon the Mis- 
sionary the promulgation of those 
truths which are of vital importance. 
By these alone can the spirit of Chris. 
tianity be diffused, and its benefits 
imparted. 

Mr. Hall commences bis Address 
by stating three qualifications essen- 
tial lor a missionary. The first is,a 
decided predilection for the office, 
—Without entering minutely into 
the circumstances which contribute 
to that predilection, he considers it 
as indispensable. Whoever engages 
to preach the Gospel to heathen na. 
tions, should be influenced by an 
ardent desire to be employed as a 
messeneer among them. And his 
resolution is to be maturely formed: 
little account is to be made of a 
sudden impulse, or of a decision 
founded in ignorance : it is neces- 
sary to be apprized of the danger; 
and to count the cost. 

The second qualification is that 
of self.devotement.—Mr. Hall just 
ly observes, that without a degree 
of this spirit it is impossible ever t© 
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pe a Christian; and in a Missionary 
especially, who has to enter upon 
many untried scenes of difficulties, 
and who cannot tell what shall befal 
him, there must be no compromise 
Hetween the calls of duty and the 
attractions of the world. By the 
very nature of his calling be aban- 
dons all claim to worldly greatness, 
and is content with the approbation 
of a good conscience and the honour 
that cometh from God alone. 

The next qualification is the spi- 
rit of faith.— By this term he does 
not intend merely a cordial belief of 
the truth, but a firm persuasion of 
the promises of God respecting the 
enlargement of his kingdom. 


“It is impossible,” he observes, ‘* that 
the mind of a Missionary should be too 
much impressed with the beauty, glory, 
and grandeur of the kingdom of Christ, as 
itis unfolded in the oracles of the Old and 
New Testament ; nor with the certainty of 
the final accomplishment of those oracles, 
founded on the faithfulness and omnipo- 
tence of their Author. ‘To those parts of 
Scripture his attention should be especially 
directed, in which the Holy Ghost employs 
and exhausts, so to speak, the whole force 
and splendour of inspiration in depicting 
the future reign of the Messiah, together 
with that astonishing spectacle of dignity, 
purity, and peace which his church wiil 
exhibit, when “having the glory of God,” 
her bounds shall be commensurate with 
those of the habitable globe; when every 
object on which the eye shall rest, will re 
mind the spectator of the commencement 


of a new age,in which the tabernacle of 


God is with men, and he dwells amongst 
them. His spirit should be imbued with 
that sweet and tender awe which such an- 
ticipations will infallibly produce, whence 
will spring a generous contempt of the 
world, and an ardour bordering on impa- 
tience to be employed, though in the lum- 
blest sphere, as the instrument of acccle- 
rating such a period. For compared to 


this destiny in reserve for the children of 


met: ; compared to this glory, invisible at 
present, and hid behind the clouds which 
envelop this dark and troubled scene, the 
brightest day that has hitherto shone upon 
the world, is midnight, and the highest 
splendours that have invested it, the sha- 
dow of death.’”” pp. 9, 16. 
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The very striking description 
which is given of idolatry in a suc- 
ceeding page, would go far to prove, 
that, without this powerful belief in 
the Divine promises, a Christian 
Missionary would be led to despair 
of success ; as without the promises 
themselves, “ the idea of converting 
Pagan Nations to the Christian faith 
must appear chimerical.” The re. 
marks are made with a particular 
application toIndia. The system of 
false worship, which generally pre- 
vails in that country, is peculiarly 
calculated for duration, 


“Scarce a day or an hour passes with 
an Hindoo, in which, by the abstinences it 
enjoins, and the ceremonies it prescribes, 
he is not reminded of his religion. It 
meets him at every turn, presses like the 
atmosphere on all sides, and holds him by 
a thousand invisible chains. By incessantly 
admonishing him of something which he 
must do, or something which he must for- 
bear, it becomes the strongest of his active 


habits: while the multiplicity of objects of 


worship, distinguished by an infinite variety 
in their character and exploits, is sufficient 
tc fill the whole sphere of his imagination. 
In the indolent repose which his constitu- 
tion and climate incline him to indulge, he 
suffers his fancy to wander without limit, 
amidst scenes of voluptuous enjoyment, or 
objects of terror and dismay; while revolv- 
ing the history of his gods, he conceives 
himself absorbed in holy contemplations. 
There is not a sicious passion he can be 
disposed to cherish, not a crime he can be 
tempted to commit, for which he may not 
find a sanction and an example in the le- 
gends of his gods.” pp. 11, 12. 

But the conversion of men from 
the worship of many gods to the 
acknowledement of one Supreme 
Being, 1s only a small part of the 
effect which the preaching of the 
Gospel is expected to produce. The 
object to which the Missionary must 
look forward, Is the conversion of 
the sou} from sin to holiness. Wow 
reat and arduous Is the work! and 
how absolutely necessary, for him 
who labours in such a cause, is a 
vigorous faith in the premises o} 
God! 
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“Faith, considered as a mere specula- 
tive assent to the truth of a divine testimo- 
ny, may be looked upon as uniform or sta- 
tionary ; but when we consider it as a prac- 
tical principle, as one of the graces of the 
Spirit, we perceive it to be in common with 
others susceptible of continual enlargement 
and increase. In the degree of power 
which future and invisible realities exert 


over the mind, in the practical energy of 


what men profess to believe, in the promp- 
titude and certainty with wiich it deter. 
mines them to a correspondent conduct 
there is the utmost diversity even among 
those who believe with the heart. The 
faith to which the Scriptures attach such 
momentous consequences, and ascribe such 
glorious exploits, isa practical habit, which, 
like every other, is strengthened and in- 
creased by continual exercise. It is nou- 
rished by meditation, by prayer, and the 
devout perusal of the Scriptures; and the 
light which it diffuses becomes stronger 
and clearer by an unintercepted converse 
with its object, and a faithful compliance 
with its dictates; as, on the contrary it is 
weakened and obscured by whatever 
wounds the conscience, or impairs the pu- 
rity and spirituality of the mind. This is 
the shield which will cover you from every 
assault; the chief part of that defensive ar- 
mour which it behooves yc 3 to put on. Re- 
posing on the word of him ‘vith whom all 
things are possible, of him who cannot lie ; 
in the formidable bulwarks of idolatry, in 
the invincible rampart of prejudice and su- 


perstition, which the great adversary of 


mankind has cast up to obstruct the pro- 
gress of truth, you will see nothing to ap- 
pal you: you will feel the battle not to be 
yours, but the Lord’s, who, determined to 
subdue his enemies under his feet, conde- 
scends to employ you as an humble instru- 
ment of his victories; and instead of sink. 
ing under the consciousness of weakness, 


-you will glory in vour infirmities that the 


power of Christ may rest upon you.” pp, 
15.17. 


The remaining part of the pam. 
phlet consist chielly of admonitions 
with respect to the character to be 
maintained, and the conduct to be 
observed, by those who go forth to 
instruct heathen nations in the pria- 
ciples of Christianity. 

It is particularly recommended to 
the Missionary to cultivate a mild, 
conciliatory, affectionate temper in 
the discharge of his office (p. 17 :) 
to combine conciliation with pru- 
dence (p. 20,) and the diligent study 


of human nature: to be strong jn 
the grace of the Lord Jesus (p. 26 :) 
aud to enforce the great doctrines of 
Revelation with plainness and per. 
spicuity. On all these points we 
mect with many observations, urged 
with great effect, and in admirable 
language. The description of the 
task which a missionary Is Called to 
petlorm, and of the difficulties which 
he may expect to encounter (pp. 23, 
24,) Is particularly striking ; but we 
are sorry that our Jimits will not 
allow us to transeribe it. 

With respect to the mode of in- 
struction, the preacher is enjoined te 
speak as if delivering a ‘testimony; 
* testifying repentance toward God, 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


“* After renunding them of their state as 
guilty and polluted creatures, which the ce- 
remonies of their religion teach them to 
confess, exhibit to the inhabitants of Hin- 
dostan the cross of Christ as their only re. 
fuge. Acquaint them with his incarnation, 
his character as the Son of God and the Son 
of man, his offices, and the design of his 
appearance ; not with the air of a disputer 
of this world, but of him who is conscious to 
himscif of his possessing the medicine of 
life, the treasure of immortality, which he is 
anxious to impart to guilty men. Insist 
fearlessly on the futility and vanity of all 
human methods of expiation, on the impo- 
tence of idols, andthe command of God to 
Sallmen every where to repent, inasmuch 
as he has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness.’ Display 
the sufferings of Christ hke one who was an 
eye-witness of these sufferings, and hold up 
the blood, the precious blood of atonement, 
as issuing warm from the cross. Itis ape- 
cufiar excellence of the Gospel, that in its 
wonderful adaptation to the state and con- 
dition of mankind as fallen creatures,it bears 
intrinsic marks of its divinity, and is sup- 
ported not less by internal than by external 
evidence. By a powerful appeal to the 
conscience, by a faithful delineation of man 
in his grandeur, and in his weakness, in his 
original capacity for happiness,and his pre- 
sent misery and guilt, present this branch 
of its evidence in all its force. Seize on 
every occasion those features of Christianity 
which render it interesting, and by awaken- 


ing the fears, and exciting the hopes, of 


vour hearers, endeavour to annihilate every 
other object, and make it appear what tt 
really is, the pearl of great price, the so- 
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sie with whatever is barbarous,se! 
duman, which by unve 
Morality with the sanetion of a Divine law 

and harmonises utility and virtue in every 
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vereign balm, the cure of every ill, the anti- 
dJote of death, the precursor of immort: lity. 

In such a ministry, fear not to give loose 
+o all the ardour of your soul, to call into 
action every emotion and every faculty 
which can exalt or adorn it. You will find 
ample scope for ail its force and tenderness ; 

and should you be called to pour your “7 
iS a libation on the offeri ‘ing of the Gentiles, 
vou will only have the more occasion to ex- 

lt and rejoice.” pp. 53—S5. 


r. Hall proceeds (p. 35) to re- 
commend an acquaintance with the 
doctrines of Christianity in their full 
extent, but to avoid all minor sub- 
ects Of controversial disputation: 
and he anticipates much benefit to 
‘he missionary himself, from the cir- 
cumstance of his living at a distance 
‘rom the scene of debate. He wil! 
have to preach to persons of the same 
class with those whom the Apostles 
addressed, and placed under similar 

circumstances. He will, on this ac- 
oat, be led insome measure to im- 
ibe the spirit of the apostics, and to 
derive his sentiments more correctly 
und more purely from the sacred 
oracles, than if he had attached him- 
self to the party of some modern re- 


This situation is adapted to 
and to give 


‘former ° 
remove his prejudices, 
him liberal and enlarged conceptions. 
To th is Cause, perhi ips, It 1s owin a", 
that M ssjona ries in Indla seem to be 
nenotno cast: although belonging to 
ifferent denominations ef Chris. 
ans, they preserve harmony of 
‘octrine, and live in the intercourse 
of Christian charity. 

in stating the advantages which 
esuit from conversing with ereat 
ects, and engaging in ereat pur. 
ulls. yur author affirms, that the 
facies ity of Europe over Asia and 


Africa is chiefly to be ascribed to 


« 


iS Cause, 


“Tt isthe possession ofa religion which 
of endless improve- 
an incessant strug. 
fish,or in- 
eiling futurity, clothes 


omprehends the seeds 


mbination of events, and in every stare 


~ YT ? QO 
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of existence; a religion which, by afford- 
ing the most just and sublime conceptions 
ofthe Deity, and of the moral relations of 
man, has given birth at ence to the loftiest 
speculation and the most child-like humili- 
ty, uniting the inhabitants of the globe inte 
one family, and in the bonds of a common 
salvation. It is this religion which, rising 
upon us like a finer sun, has quickened mo- 
ral vegetation, and replenished Europe 
with talents, virtues and exploits, which, in 
spite of its physical disadvantages, have 
rendered it a paradise, the delight and. 
wonder of the world. An attempt to pro- 
pagate this religion among the natives of 
Hindostan may, perhaps, be stigmatised as 
Visionary and romantic; but to enter the 
lists of controversy with those who would 
deny it to be great and noble, would be @ 
degradation to reason.” pp. 41, 42 

The measure recently adopted by 
the legislature to facilitate the come 
munication of Christian knowledge 
toour subjects in the last, is noticed 
with e@ratitude, and stated to be a 
measure of great political expedien- 
cy. But the missionary is reminded, 
that he is to form projects for eter 
nity; that his aim is not merely to 
improve the condition of life, but the 
conquest of death, and the achieve- 
iment of immortality. The influence 
of ‘cligion is felt in this world, only 
while she is preparing its inhabitants 
for a better 


“ Preach it then, my dear brother,” says 
this animated writer, “ with a constant re- 
collection that such is its character and 
aim. Preach it with a perpetual view to 
eternity; and with the simplicty and affec- 
— with which you would address your 
earest friends, were they assembled round 
uP dying bed. While others are ambi- 
tious to form the citizen of earth,be it yours 
tutrain him for heaven, to raise up the 
temple of God from among the ancient 
desolations, to contribute your part towards 
the formation and perfection of that erernal 
society, which will flourish in inviolable 
purity and order when all human associa- 
tions shall be dissolved, and the princes of 
this world shail come to nought.” pp.45, 46. 


After the extracts which have now 
been presented from this work, we 
consider it as quite unnecessary to 
hold the language of commendation. 
No man can peruse them without 
admitting their force and beauty: 
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and whoever reads them with’ atten- 
tion, will feel himself almost irresis- 
tibiy impelled to peruse the entire 
Address. It abounds in fine thoughts, 
and is warm with the energy ofa 
zealous and powerful mind. Elo. 
quence 18 never employed to better 
advantage, than when it appears as 
the bandmaid of religion: it may 
adorn the cause which it cannot en- 


noble. To many persons, truth itself 


is greatly recommended by the 
charms of diction; and it is the 


appropriate excellence of this Ad. 


dress, that it is not less suited to the 


m:n of taste by its chaste and digni- 
fied composition, than to the man of 
piety by its scriptural views and its 


lessons of practical wisdom. 


Sermons. 


Professor of Hebrew and Oriental 


Languages in the University, of 
Lo whichis prefixed 
a Short Account of the Life and 


Edipburgh., 


Character of the Author. 2d edit. 

Ed nburzh: Bathgate. London: 

Underwood. 1814. 8vo. pp. xlii. 

and 460. Price 10s. 6d, 
We have been greatly struck with 
the intrinsic difference between the 
little work of Mr. Hall which we 
have just noticed, and that which is 
the subject of the present article ; and 
we have found it <iMficult to conceive 
that the authors should have profes- 
sed the same faith, or should have 
studied the same Scriptures. In the 
pages of Mr. Hall we recognise the 
sublime and elevating,and atthe same 
time humbling, doctrines of Christ 
and his Aposties, exhibited in all 
their native cnergy. The discourses 
of Dr. Moodie either keep those 
doctrines entirely out of view, or 
adapt them to the low, grovelling, 
and selfish apprehensions formed of 
Christianity, its obligations and its 
privileges, by a world, that “through 
wisdom knows not God.” 

Dr. Moodie was a man of very 


By Wittiam Moopre, 
D. D. F.RS., one of the Minis. 
ters of Si. Andrew’s Church, and 








[ Aug. 


For twenty-five years he filled the 
pulpitof St. Andrew’s church, in the 
New Town of Edinburgh. His au. 
dience was almost entirely composed 
of the higher classes of sovlety. He 
was attended chiefly by the fashion. 
able and the gay, the wealthy and 
the learned ; and he succeeded jp 
obtaining, what appears to have been 
the object of his ambition, their ap, 
plause and admiration of his dis, 
courses. Nor do we mean to deny, 
judging from the specimens before 
us, that they were well adapted to 
sucha purpose. They contain little 
to disturb the self-complacency of 
the hearer. Andif we can suppose, 
that the attachment of a congrega- 
tion to their pastor was likely to 
grow in proportion as he taught 
them to be pleased and _ satisfied 
with themselves, it will be easy to 
account for the popularity which 
Dr. Moodie acquired among those 
who formed the bulk of his congre- 
gation. 

We should, however, be unjust to 
Dr. Moodie, if we did not admit that 
he had other claims to admiration 
besides the smoothness and court: 
liness of his pulpit addresses. — His 
style is generally attractive ; his 
language Is always correct, and oc: 
casionally elegant; and the marks of 
good taste and varied learning are 
visible in his composition. A gene- 
ral appearance of seriousness, also, 
pervades his sermons ; which, when 
combined with the impressive man- 
ner attributed to him by his biogra. 
pher, must have added greatly to the 
estimation in which he appears to 
have been held asa preacher. 

We could produce numerous pas 
sages which would justify the com- 
mendation we have bestowed on 
Dr. Moodie’s style ; but it would be 
dificult for us to extract many of 
these, which would not involve 
defects, if not errors, of a graver 
kind than such as respect the choice 
of words or the collocation of sen- 
tences. The few passages we have 
selected, as specimens of his skill as 
a writer, are such, we apprehend, as 
will be found tolerably free from 
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any erroneous sentiment. The first 
is taken from a sermon on the Om- 
nipresence of God; in which the 
preacher endeavours to shew, that 
this doctrine affords a ground of trust 
and security to the righteous. 


«6¢ The eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
through the earth, to show himself strong 
in behalf of the upright.” Fear not, then, 
ye righteous, amidst the disasters of life. 
You have an Almighty Friend continually 
at hand to pity, to support, to defend, and 
to relieve you. 

“Where can you be placed beyond the 
reach of his power?) Though you be left 
tolanguish in a foreign land, without the 
eve of a friend to pity your misery, without 
the hand of a friend to mitigate your pain, 
without the words of a friend to solace 
your sorrows; even there you can have 
recourse to your Father in heaven; in his 
faithful bosom you can deposit your cares, 
and in the arms of his providence you can 
rest secure. Though you be calied to 
mingle in the scene of destruction ;—though 
noise, and confusion, and death surround 
you ;—though thousands fall on every side ; 
—inthe midst of the confusion the Al- 
miglity dwells. His hand directs the thun- 
der of war; and, while his gracious 
providence isthe shield of your defence, 
‘no weapon that ts formed against you 
shall prosper.” Though in the midst of 
the ocean the tempest arise ;—‘ though the 
waters roar and be troubled ,’—though you 
mount up to heaven on the swelling wave, 
and descend again into the depths of the 
sea; —under the protection of the Almighty 
you are secure. £ The Lord sitteth on the 
food. The Lord is King for ever. He 
uttereth his voice to the deep. He com- 
mandeth the storm, and it is still’ Over 
the earthquake and the pestilence his pro- 
vidence presides. The lightning wasteth 
not till he give it the charge. 

“Inno situation can the righteous be 
placed in which the eye of their Father is 
not present to pity; in which the hand of 
their Father is not present to save. The 
Injustice of the world may withhold frovw 
them the approbation which is due to their 
virtues; the tongue of slander may misre- 
present their conduct, and load their cha- 
racters with unmerited reproach; but they 
resort to that God * who seeth in secret.’ 
to his righteous judgment they commit 
tleir cause, and from the sense of his 
favour they derive a joy over which the 
world hath no power. 

“From the bed of sickness they call on 
the Lord ; and when the aid of every earthly 
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friend is vain, they find in the Almighty ‘a 
present help’ in the abode of poverty 
they hold communion with him. ‘though 
bereft of ‘he comforts which they once 
enjoyed, and deserted by the companions 
of their happier days, in God they have a 
friend whom no adversity can alienate ; his 
presence forsaketh not the habitation of 
the desolate ; he delighteth to dwell with 
the upright in heart. Though they walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death,’ 
they have nothing to fear; for * God is with 
them, his rod and his staff they comfort 
them.’ His presence enlightens the dreary 
region; his hand upholds their faultering 
steps; his spirit showeth them the path of 
life. ‘In his presence there is fulness of 
joy; at his right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.’ ” pp. 35—38. 


In a sermon intended to recom- 
mend the grace of Humihty, we have 
the following striking passage.— 


** Frailty and dependence are characters 
strongly impressed on the nature and the 
condition of man. Whether we consider 
him in the commencement, in the progress, 
or in the conclusion of his present exis- 
tence, he appears to be a forlorn and help- 
less being. While nature clothes the 
inferior creatures with aparent’s hand, man 
comes into the world naked and defence- 
less. His feeble life would perish in its 
commencement, were it not for the care 
of those to whom his infancy is intrusted. 
While he hangs dependent on the affection 
of his mother, the first efforts of his voice 
are heard in the cries of want and suffering. 
For along pert d of years, incapable either 
of procuring his subsistence, or directing 
his conduct, he leans on the bounty and 
wisdom of others for nourishment and 
guidance. By them he is taught to obtaia 
the comforts which he is formed to desire, 
or to lessen the miseries which he is born 
to suiler. Even at his best estate, he is 
altogether vanity. Fed by the fruits of the 
earth which he inhabits ; cherished by the 
influences of the heavens which cover him ; 


. dependent on the aid of others for almost 
all the accommodations and comforts of 


life; in himself he possesses not the means 
of lis happiness. Subject to miseries which 
he hath not power to avert; affected by 
all the vicissitudes of the seasons; the 
sport of a thousand accidents, and the 
victim of a thousand cares; he finds not 
rest nor security on earth. Placed in a 
world in which he is surrounded by won- 
ders ; ignorant of the cause of almost all 
that he beholds; lost in the contemplation 
of his Maker’s excellence; to himself a 
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mystery which he cannot explain, he be- 
holds himself encompassed on all hands by 
doubts and darkness ; his wisdom folly, 
and his researches van. Pursuing a hap- 


piness which ¢ duis his grasp; following 


the phantoms of wealth and of grandeur ; 
in possession he feels the emptiness of all 
that before he had desired, and laments 
that the path of obscurity, aia! the path of 


glory, lead equally to the a 

6 Pou bene thus circumsiancedgit mien 
seem unnecessary to recommend the virtue 
of humility; for surely ‘pride was nut 
made tor man, nora high look for him that 
was born of : woman.’ ’ 29 —~— 93 J 
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6 Much of the virtue and happiness of 
life depends on our adjusting the strength 
of our affections to the real worth of the 
objects by which they are excited. If we 
estimate too highly the riches, the lionours, 
or the pleasures of the world, by this false 
judgement, the whole system of our conduct 
will be perverted. Hence will proceed 
excessive eagerness in the pursuit, exces- 
sive indulgence in the enjoyment, and 
excessive regret on the removal, of those 
advantuges whose value our fancies have 
magnified, and in which we place our su- 
preme delight. From this fatal source, 
bow many vices and miseries arise! if we 
behold the covetous sacrificing their integ- 
rity and honour for the sake of some pitiful 
gain; if we behold the ambitious following 
the ph: nom oO ot power, through scenes of 
oppression and cruelty; if we behold ‘te 

uy of uslawful pleasure extinguishing 
every generous pemcigle i in the n> of Liaw 
sensuality, or the worldling overwhelmed 
with unmanly sorrow, by every trivial dis- 
appointment which he sustains ; 15 1t not, 
that in the eves ms 25 these, 
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ogg and contempt, and the warn. 
ings which religion gives concerning the 
rane of all earthly advantages are regard. 

ed as the co mpl: ainings of gloomy and 
peevish spirits, who vilfy ples asures which 
hev never knew. But in the hour of ad. 
versity, our imaginations return from they 
SEOOTES eae things appear as they are. 
When we are stret ched on the bed of fan. 
sti ning, poche with sickness, or rack. 
ed with pain, and looking around with 
anxious eye to every quarter from. which 
comfort may be derived; of what avail to us 
now are the = asures which we are unable 
to taste; tc honours which confess them 


. Pie , tt } * ; 
selves insufiicient to hit the drooping 
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iead; or ihe riches which cannot procure 
rus, even a momentary respite from oy; 
suflerings? Miserable comforters are the 
all! It as now that our eyes are opened, 
‘The world is presented to our view in al! 
iis Native em oti ness. We perceive hoy 
precarious and unsatisfving those enjoy. 
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ments ave, on which we have hitherts 
placed our affections. pido pity we be 
hold the inconsiderate multitude pursuing 


a thousand airy vanities; "‘aditioe thei: 
happiness on the swimming scene ; and 
sacrificing the unspeakable joys of virtue, 

for the sake of those uncertain advant: 

of which the most trifling accident may 
d leprive them, and which can afford them 

no support in the hour when they stand the 
most in need of consolation. ‘Taught, in 
the school of adversity, how to estimate 
the objects of the world, we return to the 
business of life, fortified against many 
temptations by which others are betrayed 
into guilt. The attractions of pleasure, tlc 
glare of wealth, and the splendour of pow- 
er, lose much of their influence on our 
minas. Weregard them as fleeting and 
unsubsiantial forms, which we will no 
longer pursue with intmoderate care, oi 
purchase by the ruin of oer integrity We 
seek them only in subordination to higher 
and more important interests; we Jabour to 
establish our happiness on a foundation 
which no earthly disaster can shake.” pp 


~ 


4900—405. 
One would imagine, indeed, that pros- 
perity were the season most favourable to 
the exercise ‘ When Providence 
smiles most praciousiv on our lot; when 
we are blessed with health, and honour, 
and abundance, and ail the outward means 
of felicity; it is then that our conditioi 
ls for the livehest gratitude to Heaven, 
vend that our hearts shoald be most strongly 
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chiefly that we forgetour Maker; it is then 
chietly that God is not in ail our thoughts.” 


, 411. 
« But, in the day of affliction, the senti- 


ment of piety revives. When the fabric of 


our felicity falls, we perceive whose hand 
it was that supported it, and whose hand 

. is that alone can rear itanew. We feel 
out dependence on that Providence wis uch, 

fore, we had neglected to acknowledge 
mad seek, in Communion with God, the 
consolation which our suflerings require. 

« To whom else can we go? When the 
world bath no comfort to yield; when the 


yelp of man is vain; when the followers of 


pur fortune have forsaken us; and when 
even the friends that were bora for adver- 
sity can only mingte their grief with ours ; 
ty whom, but to God alone, can we liftour 
anguishing eyes ; or where, but in the 
cret of his pavilion, can we find a reiuge 
fom our sorrows? We betake ourselves 
tothe sanctuary of devotion, and relieve 
our burdened spirits, by pouring them out 
ca lfearer of prayer. The wisdom and 
+ gO% odness of the Almighty become a 
ightful subject of contemplation. Our 
sou ate are prepared for the exercise of faith, 
and trast in God; and we cherish these 


leasing emotions us the choicest balm of 


our miseries. 

“Itisin sickness, that the child expe- 
riences all the tenderness of a parent’s 
heart, and receives those endearing marks 

faffection, which become a spring of future 
obedience. Itis in the hour of adversity, 
‘at our heavenly Fatiecr is revealed to us, 

all the riches of his mercy and love. 
The compassion with which he beholds our 
Sullerin gs ; the attention with which ie hs- 
5 to our cries; the consolations with 
which he sustains our spirits; and the de- 
‘cance Which at last he affurds us, when 
” sina have accomplished their 
iestined purpose : these are preots of his 
ndness, which make a deep mngreenean 
our minds; we vecal them afterwards 
‘ith pleasure, and cur piety Kindles at the 
Lie howght. ‘I will love the Lord because 
he hath heard the voice of my supplication ; 
i will callon the Lord as long as I live. 


low precious, O God, are thy thoughts 


wards me! therefore, in the shadow of 


iy wings will J place my trust.’ ” 


112, 413. 


pp- 
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Weare greatly concerned that our 
nraise Of these sermons must be li- 
miited to their exterior decorations, 
‘othe ecneral chasteness and beauty 
“tthe language In which the au- 
‘hor’s sentiments are conveyed, and 

‘the occasional beauty of the sen- 


timents themselves. We cannot 
deny that the sermons of a Christian 
Divine ought to possess far other, 
and bigher, claims to notice and ap- 
probation, than are to be found in the 
cadence of his sentences, and the 
skilful choice and arrangement of his 
expressions, f[iven # poet could say 


*°Tis not in artful measures, in the chime 
And idle tinkling of a minstrels lyre, 
‘Yo charm His ear whose eye is on the 

leart.”’ 


How much more powerfully ought 
such a sentiment to be impressed on 
the addresses of a Minister of Christ 
to the flock of which the Great Shep. 
herd has given him the oversight, 
und of whose souls He will one day 
require an account! ‘he grand and 
prominent topic of his discourses 
should unquestionably be, salvation 
to dying and perishing sinners 

through faith in a crucified Redeem. 
er, and through the grace of his 
Holy Spirit. But on this topic Dr. 
Moodie maintains an awiul and affect- 
ing silence. After having perused 
his sermons with care, and with a 
sincere disposition to give him cre- 
dit for all that might: be found in 
them really worthy of his characte. 
and office us an ambassador of God te 
guilty man, we are bound to pro- 
nounce them most Jamentably detec- 
tive in all the cssentiul properties of 
Christian preaching. We are even 
astonished at the dexterity with 
Which Dr. Moodie has in general 
contrived to avoid even a cold and 
formal acknowledgment of the pecu 
liarities of evangelical truth, A very 
large proportion of the volume ap. 
pears to us to derive no aid, except 
that of a few quotations, from the 
Divine Revelation which lay before 
him; and might have becu the pro- 
duction of a Seneca, or a Marcus 
Antoninus, as well as of a Scotch 
Clergymuan. And we think that we 
do no wrong to Dr. Moodie’s memo- 
ry when we affirm, that, if all the 
thinly scattered sentences and hallf- 
seniences, In this well.sized octavo, 
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which would not fairly harmonize 
with the theology of Pelagius or So- 
cinus, were collected together into 
one place, they would not occupy 
three pages of one of his sermons. 
Nor do we merely complaia that Dr. 
Moodie is aimost wholly silent res- 
pecting those greatdoctrines of Chris- 
tianity, which not only the Church of 
whichhe was a member, but the Con- 
fesstons of every other Protestant 
Church, following the guidance of 
Scripture, have pronounced to be 
essential and fundamental ;—or that 
he has chosen to dwell exclusively in 
the Jower regions, as it were, of 
cvangelical truth; on those minor to- 
pics, in which Socinians and enlight- 
ened heathens are found to accord 
with the Apostles of Christianity— 
although such a proceeding were 
hardiy to be yindicated in a single 
sermon, much less in twenty-four 
sermons, evidently written with much 
care and deliberation :—but we have 
further to Complain, that the volume 
before us conveys views of the state 
and character of man which appear 
to us to be fundamentally erroneous 
and unscriptural, as well as irrecon- 
cileable with the formularies their 
author had solemnly subscribed, and 
according to which he had engaged 
to model his instructions. 

One of the most prominent doc- 
trines of the Confession of Faith of 
the Church of Scotland—and we may 
add, of every other contession of 
faith, nay, of the Scriptures them- 
selves—is the fail, and consequent 
corruption of man. Now we do not 
complain, although we are fairly cn- 
titled to complain, that Dr. Moodie 
no where propounds this doctrine 
explicitly to his congregation ; on ho 
occasion reminds them of the corrupt 
and polluted nature they Inherit, or 
of the Indispensable necessity thence 
arising of the renewal of their souls 
by divine grace. Our charge dis. 
tinctly is, that he takes a view of the 
state and character of man which 
stands in opposition to this doctrine, 
aid which, In our apprehension, is 
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subversive of the Gospel of Christ. 
But let Dr. Moodie himself speak— 


** Man, by the constitution of his nature, 
is evidently a religious being.” * Reye. 
rence, admiration, and love, are emotions 
which arise spontaneously in the soul atthe 
view of whatis great, and excellent, ang 
good.” p. 1351. 


He tells us, further, of persons of 
‘a certain delicate sensibility of 
soul,’? whose minds are “ prepared 
for receiving the impressions of re. 
ligion,’’? and who * have only to tura 
their attention to the nature and work 
of the Supreme Being, that reve. 
rence, and admiration, and gratitude, 
and every devout emotion, may be 
awakened in their breasts.’’ p. 1582. 
This correspondence between the 
attributes of God and the affections 
of the human heart, we are further 
assured, “is estabiished by nature 
itself; and they need only to be pla. 
ced before us, that every religious 
feeling may be excited.” p. I34, 
Nay, * by the constitution of human 
nature, all the interesting events of 
life have an influence, which is almost 
irresistible, in raising the soul to 
God.” p. 136, ‘ You are formed 
by nature,’’ says Dr. M. to the splen- 
did circle that surrounded him—the 
fashionable world of the Scotch capi 
tal: “you are formed by nature for 
receiving the impressions of religion; 
and the affections of your heart ac- 
cord with the objects which religion 
presents.”? p. 142. Then we hear 
of “ virtue flowing native from pure 
hearts ;”’ of the virtuous * seeing the 
actions of their brethren through the 
inirror of their own purer souls ;” 
of ‘minds which ‘retain al) ther 
native simplicity and innocence 5” 
with much of the same wretched 
jargop, which we hoped had long 
since been banished from the pulpit, 
and transferred to the exclusive use 
of the Minerva Press. One more 
extract on this subject, and we have 
done. 


‘Our affections are adapted, with ad- 
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mirable wisdom, to the objects which re- 
jigion presents ; and these objects need 
oy to be suggested to our minds by the 
works of creation around us, by the great 
events of life, or by the institutions of reli- 

ous worship, that the devout impression 
may be felt. 

“Wan is a religious being. There is an 
altar erected in bis heart by the hand of 
God himself, and the living fire needs only 
to be ‘ouched, that the incense may blaze 
to beaven.” =p. 139, 


After having read these quotations, 
no intelligent reader will require 
from us any laboured proof that these 
sermons have little or no claim tobe 
denominated Christian, supposing 
the great end of Christianity to be 
what we have stated 1t to be,—to pro. 
claim salvation to perishing sinners 
through faith in Christ, and by the 
rezencrating power of the Holy Spi- 
rit. For what place can be found tor 
any of the doctrines which this view 
of the Gospel involves, in a scheme 
which is built on the native purity of 
the human heart, and its natural 
adaptation to religion? Accordingly, 
we find in these sermons no exposi- 
tions of the indispensable necessity 
of repentance and conversion of the 
heart from sin to holiness ; no warn- 
ings to flee from the wrath to come ; 
hourgent entreaties to have recourse, 
by faith, to the mercies of a dying 
Saviour, or to the grace of the Divine 
Sanctifier ; no warm appeals to the 
conscience; no cnergetic remon- 
strances addressed to the understand- 
ing or the afiections, either of the 
proud speculatists, the busy world- 
lings, or the way votaries of dissipa. 
lon, Who crowded the pews of St. 
Andrew’s Church. In the pages of 
Dr Moodie we find the Gospel of 
Christ divested of almost all its aw- 
ful sanctions, its efficacious motives, 
its enlivening hopes, and its divine 
Consolauions. It is frittered down, 
hot merely to a consistent scheme of 
Moral instruction ; this might be read 
With some profit; but to a strange 
and incoherent patch-work of scraps 
of Christian morality, grounded too 
often on worldly motives,and directed 
‘00 often to worldly ends: In short, 
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if we were called upon toexpress an 
opinion respecting the tendency and 
efiect of such preaching as Is here 
exemplified, we should not hesitate 
to pronounce it to be adverse to the 
best interests of man; conveying to 
his mind false and delusive repre- 
sentauions of his own state, and 
hiding from his view not only his 
rcal misery and danger, but the 
remedies which have been provided 
for both, by the infinite mercy of his 
God, and the dying love of his cru- 
cified Redeemer. 


——i —— 


A Sermon pfireached in the Parish 
Church of Cheadle, June 3, 18143 
at the Visitation of the Rev. Robert 
Vares, M. A., Archdeacon of Staf- 
ford. Bythe Rev. T. Corrgeri Lt, 
M. A., Minister of Lane-End, 
Staffordshire ; and late Fellow of 
St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
Printed at the request of the 
Archdeacon and Clergy. London: 
Hlatchard. Price 1s. 6d. pp. 39. 


Ir the state of the national church 
were estimated by the general cha- 
racter of Visitation Charges and Ser- 
mons, the verdict of an impartial 
reader of those publications would 
communicate little gratification to 
such persons as, either from political 
or religious considerations, wish for 
her extension and perpetuity. The 
majority of these addresses are con- 
fined, indeed, to subjects understood 
to be ecclesiastical, and therefore 
fitly to be pointed ad clerums; but 
the latitude thus allowed to prelates, 
archdeacons, and :nferior officers of 
the church, appears tu be all but im- 
measurable. in various Instances, 
within immediate recollection, the 
charge or the sermon has not con- 
tained a paragraph which the au- 
dience could, in any practical degree, 
appropriate. It was an address de- 
livered at a visitation, but not to the 
visited. The Separatists, against 
whom the speaker urged his severe 
periods, were far, far away; the 
Catholics were all at confession ; and 
as to the Enthusiasts, who were ac- 
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cused of disturbing the quiet of their 
spiritual parent, it was wondered who 
were meant; or, some, who guessed 
at the object, lamented that Abdiel 
should be mistaken for atraitor; whiic 
others, alas! most inauspiciously for 
themselves, would be rivetted to their 
own unfaithfulness, by listening to 
untimely censures pronounced on the 
activity, seriousness, and consistency 
of a brother. 

It would naturally be concluded, 
that the visiter and his coadjutor 
possessed such a measure of pastoral 
sympathy, as might, at least, per- 
suade them to minister to their fel. 
lows something of the stimulus, the 
warning, the direction, or the con. 
solation, which every oversecr of 
souls will receive with gratitude; 
provided—and itis necessary to add 
this limitation—he makes his parish 
no sinecure; but, in preparing for 
the final audit, feels the need of 
being, at one time, awakened from 
ihe insensibility inherent in his na. 
ture, and at another, the almost 
equal need of being consoled in cir- 
cumstances of failure and perplexity 
which, with all humility, he cannot 
assert to arise from his own want 
of sincerity. A character of this 
sort is, however, generally sent 
empty away from the annual cere- 
mony ofavisitation., 7c also * looks 
up, and Is not fed;” and the disap- 
pointment Is more bitter, because he 
wishes to return to the subor ipose> c 
Jock with greater ability to setisfy 
their hunger; and by a kind of. spi- 
vitual transicr, to impart to them the 
whole cf what bh» been bestowed 
upon himself, ogre the 
affectionate injunction delivered to 
the earliest teachers of the Christian 
church,by the Chief Shepherd, Fre. 
ye have recetved, freely give, le 
would gladly feel its divine reality as 
often as the successors of thos 
tcachers appear in the chair of au- 
thority : and though conscious of the 
inexpediency of expecting great 
things from human institutions, how- 
ever consecrated by the profession 
and usares of Chrietianity, he is yet 
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ever willing tolook for such a modi. 
cum of good as May serve some prac. 
tical purpose: for example, a pin 
capable of being expanded, within bjs 
own breast, Int ‘oa rule of duty 5 ay 
illustration tending to bri iehtena syb. 
ject previously obscure ; or an arti. 
cle furnishing, at any rate, a numer. 
ca! addition to his original stock ; 
butil, instead of being favoured with 
these minute benefits, he is com. 
pelled to endure a repulse, in the 
form of a charge or sermon, cop. 
sumed on topics which are better dis. 
cussed by a legislative assembly, op 
dilated into a polemical pamphlet, he 
finds himself in the situation of a sop 
who asks bread, and receives a stone, 
To pass, however, from the sub. 
jectof unproductive visitations to th 
discourse before us, we have a plea. 
sure, Insome measure correspondent 
to its excellence, in selecting Mr, 
Cotterill’s pastoral address as a ster 
ling specimen of clerical discretion, 
hcelity, and personal sympathy with 
the pains and picasures of his + ompan- 
jons inthe ministry. Here is no de- 
ciamation aganst sectaries, which 
sectarles would never read; no ode: 
lution to offend and erieve the faith 
ful servant, and to strengthen the de- 
lustons of the faithless; no shallow 
sitesi be evidences of Christiani- 
ty, read to persons who of all man- 
kind profess to be farthest removed 
irom scepticism ; no wandering in 
Li yrint us @ political specula- 
tion ; no Complimentary review of re- 
cent publications ; and, finally, here 
is not a sermon, the beginning, mid- 
die, anc end of which might change 
yiaces, Wilhout the least disadvantage 
Oo its arrangement, perspicuity, anc 
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the 


he frocitive character of Mr. Cot- 
erlll’s ciscourse will be gathered 
a | a4) tne $u cceed Ing extracts. 


“Tesme now to the personal conduct 0! 
the Christian minister. The glory of the 
E.ord should rest with no eodioaae lustre of 


Lim who waiteth at the altar, and ministet- 


eth in hely things. The priests of Israe! 


were said to be eed unto God: and 
the head of their order wore on his mitr¢ 











is inscription, ‘ Holiness unto the Lord,’ 
The work of the ministry, to be prosecuted 
ccessfully, must Commence in our Own 
souls. We sbail never be really earnest in 
urging Our people to work out ‘their salva- 
‘on, titl we have been really earnest in 
yorking out our own. Who will paint sin 
9 such ‘ ively colours, as he who has seen 
5 deformity portrayed in his own breast? 
Who will set before his people the doc- 
wines of tke Gospel with such force and 
jee! ng, as he who has himsetf experienced 
cig practical influence?) Who will dis- 
ay the cross of his Redeemer so striking- 
:. as he who has found it to be the power 
af God unto his own salvation?) Or with 
vyat effect will he exhort others to holiness 
of living, whois not himselfa pattern to the 
tick? Words alone cost little, and are 
therefore of themselves of little value with 
mankind. The evidence ofa consistent life 
carries such an appeal to the conscience, 
asailour adversaries can neither gainsay 
nor res st. The Christian minister will 
therefore be peculiarly watchful over his 
own spirit. He will preach to himself every 
wrmon, before he preaches it to others, 
aid in order that he may preach it more 
effectually to others. He will lay "the axe 
tothe root of every corrupt tree within his 
own territory, before he ventures to apply 
it in the territory of his neighbour. He 
will dread, as not less painful to his own 
private feclings, than injurious to the in- 
ierests of his ministry, that most poignant 
ofallsarcasms, * Thou that teachest ano- 
ther, teachest thou not tlyseif?? He will 
tremble to approach the confines of the 
kingdom of the prince of darkness. He 
willbe ‘an example to the believers in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
nfaith, in purity” He will not offend by 
needle ‘ss singularities; nor, on the other 
hand, will he sacrifice hts conscience for the 
sske of peace. He will be all things to all 
men, except in their vanities and in their 
sns. Efe will be serious without austerity; 
firm without obstinacy; meek without 
cowardice; cautious withent Inkewarm. 
Ness ; laborious without ostentation ; cour- 
teous «without flattery.”——‘* Many who 
nlace themselves beyond the reach of pub- 
uc or private admonition, will yet be won 
by his unblameable conversation in Christ 
jesus; and thus, seeing his good works, 
will glorify his Father which is in heaven. 
Are we, my fellow ministers, the appoint- 
ed lights of the world; of a world that 
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sitteth in darkness, and in the shadow of 


death > Then should we be burning and 

ihining lights, glowing with the reflected 
we. of the Sun of . “Te 99. Each 
¢ hrist, Observ. No. 152, 
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is the destined luminary of his own parish, 
in which heis placed as the centre of the 
System, to communicate the blessings of 
ght and beat to all who are within the 
sphere of lis influence. His path too 
should be, not like that of the meteor, now 
attracting by its splendour, and new lost in 
darkness; nor like that of the comet, sur- 
prising by the eccentricity of its orbit ; but 
steady and undeviating, hike the shini ng 
hight ofthe fi: mament, that shineih more 
and more unto the perfect day. And when 
the shadows of the evening of life are 
gathering around him, the horizon sh. uid 
gleam with his setting beams; the emblem 
of his rising, on the morning of the resur- 
rection, in another world, there ordained 
to shine forth, with additional lustre and 
unclouded glory, as the sun inthe kingdom 
of his Father.’”—* It is not now a question 
to be proposed for our deliberate conside- 
ration, Whether or not we are willing to 
incur the awful responsibility of the minis- 
terial office. We have incurred it. A dis- 
pensation of the Gospel has alieady been 
committed to us, at our own request. By 
our own act and deed we have set our seal 
to the engagement; and, in the most so- 
lemn transaction ofour whole lives, pledged 
ourselves,in the presence of God and of 
his people, to the performance of it. Our 
own vows, therefore, are upon us; and no 
power can dissolve our obligation to fulfil 
them. Necessity, paramount necessity, is 
laid upon us. We cannot draw back from 
our engagement without drawing back 
unto perdition. We cannot turn away our 
eyes from the work before us, but our own 
hand-writing, more dreadful than the writ- 
ing on Belshazzar’s wall, shall instantly 
rise lo our view, and prove not only the 
means but the ground of our confusion. 
Of all dissemblers, shall not the clergyman, 
who trifles with his most solemn vows, be 
justly pronounced the worst? If when he 
professed to trust tuat he was inwardly 
moved s the Holy Ghost totake upon him 
this office and ministry, he came with a lie 
in his right hand, can he help anticipating, 
at least can any one help anticipating for 
him, that heart-rending question of God to 
his soul, ‘Why hath Satan filled thy heart 
to lie unto the Holy Ghost ? ?— — Is not 
Christ’s fold now as cear to Him, as when 
He first purchased it with his own blood 

Or is the case of a hireling who careth not 
for the sheep impossible, visionary, impro- 
bable?) Judas wasamongthe apostles ‘I 
have chosen youtwelve, and one of you is 2 
devil” Is the church of Christ more likely 
in itself to have laborious servants, now the 
Lord of those servant has ceased personally 
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lul ministersof the New Tesiament, 
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of the Sermon woder consideration 
be a living thlustration oil iS OWlh doc “ 
trines, we congratulate his parish, on 
the possession of am instructer who 
combines with the maar ity of oflice 

the efficiency of ex mipl . Wes peak, 
it wil} be etiam vcd, hanetvedic ably ; 
aware of the necessity, as indirectly 
urged in the discourse itself. of recol- 
lecting that exiremely vivid repre- 
Sentauions of pastorel fidcliiy may be 
drawn by persons conscious of copy- 
Ing from orivinals borrowed for the 
occasion, and not froma home model. 
Vhe fact, indeed, is, that the doctrinal 
system on which this discourse 1 
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founced, invariably tends to humble 
thuse who most sincerely adhere to 
ii; and, Consequentiy, its clerical ad- 
herents are the last to assume their 
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course ol inquiry by exclaiming, Ji ho 
's sufficient Jor these things J and by 
Expressing Consicuons Ob tit ir own 
Hiability, and of uniaithluiness to their 
own e€ngagemcots. With the ad- 
herents of a more flexible scheme, 
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views of clerical excellence seidom 
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Inanently Gisturb the Ccep repose 
of others. Hience spring visitation 
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wave ho better atm than the occupae 
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526 teview of Struthers’s Poems. t Aue, 


Poems, Moral and Religious. By 
Joun STRUTHERS, 2 vols. Fools- 
cap Svo. Glusyow: Lang, 1814. 
pp. 176 and 160, 


THESE two Iittl volumes are the 
production of a person originally in 
low. and even mean circumstances, 
and who pussessed in early life tew 
advantages of education. He enjoy- 
ed. however, the blessing of a pious 
and affecuonate mother, who endea. 
voured to store his mind with the 
lessons of true wisdom. We were 
much pleased with the filial tribute 
paid to her memory, in a few verses 
written ‘on visiting the scenes of his 


youth.”’ 


‘© Never more shall meet me there, 
Sie, who to a master’s air, 


Vatchful, joined a mother’s care, 
Still so soft, so tenderly : 


No—in solemn silence laid, 
Low she rests among the dead, 
From “a storms for ever hid, 
Dark, that dim mostality. 
a be cn the very spot, 
Where w us Cas t her artive lot, 
Sel her deeds—her worth torgot 
Perished even her memory. 
Spirit pure! in bliss divine! 
Van Uv attemp! for verse of mine 
Here thy virtues to inshrine 
Child of meek humility! 


’ 


“7 a 

att to fame if worth impart 
Vitle true thy teeliog heart, 
M APWIE] j7! © ait rid ! 


a , i t 
When unlocked, thy menral stores 
Streamed With Suge i 
ins 
Feacting many an ancient sey, 
i avi} i ‘ yer ‘ 1 ' } 
i SeCTU! Tol i ses troublous Chath 
nr . . = : } 
Nlanv a precious roundelay,—— 
Many a tale of DIETV ; 
Then, engared, my though tess veutl 
Caught spoutanes 
Tr . 
Wor Db, tie rapturcus strains of trutu, 
2 of vie 3 
Rich, that clad eternity ” 
we 


Vol. i. pp. 109—111 


_ ry) ’ ’ ¢) 
roin thy Moura, 


= 


ifis early employment was that of 


a herdsboy ,——.u mode of life which, if 
he had access to books, would afford 
him many opportunities of indulging 
his turn for reading. He afterwards 


quitted the business of tending cattle, 
and betook himself to the more ge. 
dentary occupation of a shoemaker ; 
and when he first became known . 
the world around him as a poet, he 
was earning his daily bread as , 
journeyman in that trade. He now 
works on his own account ; and by his 
own labour, with the aid of two ap. 
prentices, maintains himself and his 
family. His residence in Glasgoy 
having placed books within his reach, 
he has diligently availed himself of 
this advantage, and has found time 
to study with great care the bes 
writers in the English language, 
The friend to whom we are indebted 
for this brief account of our author, 
has told us, what we had great plea. 
sure in hearing, that he “retains all 
the simplicity "and pluinness of his 
origin, and, above all, is a man of reg 
religion:’? and he has added, whit 
these volumes abundantly confirm, 
that “his writings are deeply imbued 
with a religious spirit.?’ 

If our readers have been as muci 
interested by these scanty memoirs, 
as we ourselves have been, they will 
Le desirous to Know more of the 
Giasvow shoemaker and his wrt: 
ings: for, however little there msy 
be of enchantment in that designe: 
tion, particularly after we have been 
accustomed to hear so much 0 
poetical ploughmen and plouyhboys, 
shepherds end dairymaids; yet we 
will venture to affirm, that they will 
derive more profit, 1f not more plea- 
sure, from a further acquaintance 
with the productions of this untutor- 
ed minstrel, than with those perhaps 
of any of the attractive names to 
which we have alluded. Even his 
countryman Burns, though he was 
endowed with so extraordinary 3 
portion ef true genius, and though 
he occasionally empioyed his pen, 
asin the Cotter’s Saturday-E’en (too 
much howe ver, we fear, for the sake 
of poetic chert) religion’s cause; 
is at times so profane and Jicentious, 
that we have never seen his volumes 
in the hands of young persens 
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ductions. 
Phe has endcavoured to please their 


1314. | 


without a feeling of deep regret.” 
In this respect, and it is no mean 
praise, Mr. Struthers is blameless. 
We have not met with a single sen. 
jmept in his pages which, “ if 
dying, he need wish to blot.”?> Nor is 
itthisne gative recommendation alone 
to which he is entitled: he may be 


fairly denominated a Christian wri. 
‘ter. His great object appears to be, 


‘o mend the heart and elevate the 
aim of those who may peruse his pro- 
Ot the success with which 


earand gratify their taste, our readers 


I shall themselves Judge; and to ena. 
‘bie them to do this more satisfacto- 
Prily, we shall lay before them, In the 
E first place, no partial extract, but the 
oreuter part of a poem, called * The 
F Cross.” 


It thus commences, 


“Celestial Harp! that once in Salem shed 
The balm of bliss on spirits steep’d in 
WO, 
Whose powerful tones, Despair’s dark dells 
to glad, 
Shall yet o’er every land melifluous flow ; 
Across thy strings, advent’rous, who can 
throw 
His daring hand, nor ask with anxious pain, 
if in his breast these holy fervours glow, 
Accordant with thy heart-reviving strain, 
Lesthaply thy bold swell he damp with 
touch profi ine ! 
Avails not here 
parade, 
Ofdews that soft from classic skies distil, 
Of feasting rich in Plato’s hallow’d shade, 
Or rapVrous, roaming far th’ Aonian lnil, 
e fumes, or cold dark va- 


proud Jearning’s vain 


‘There dizzyit 
pours stull 

Piay o’er the past, or on the future he: 
Nor sacred mcunt, nor consecrated rili-— 


Nor all the streams which Pindus can sup- 
ply, 
Can cure the lips une!ean, nor clear the sin- 


dim’d eye. 


oa . 
but once to taste of that clear stream, which 


holds 

I's winding course thro’? Zion’s peaceful 
vale, 

@’er which life’s tree its golden bloom un- 
folds, 


And health and fragrance breathe upon 


the gale, 


ewe. 
Se a ee eee ae —we 





* It surely would be worth the 
some bookseller to publish an editio expur. 
sta of his works. 
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The lips profan’d with ravings wild and 
stale, 
Shall catch the seraph’s tone of rapture 
high ; 
The eye o’er which death’s deepening 
shades prevail, 
Enlarg’d, shall clear, with angels’ ken, 
descry 
His fvotsteps mild on earth, 
above the sky. 


who reigns 


Attentive then the renovated ear, 
At rising morn, at noon, or day’s decline, 
From winds and brooks—from trees and 
flowers shall hear— 
From hills and vales, Heaven’s minstrelsy 
divine. 
3ut chiefthe humble holy heart shall join 
To bid the grateful chorus warmer rise, 
Till bright, at length, the Son of Glory 
shine, 
Scattering, on earth the last dark cloud that 
lies, 
And all be rapt’rous praise that glows be- 
neath the skies. 


Supreme delights, unceasing transports 
dwell, 
Celestial harp! 
strings ; 
Seraphic forms bend listening to thy swell, 
And cherubs hover round on burning 
wing s— 
And Hope divine, her glittering radiance 
flings, 

In heavenly hues, investing all around ; 
Dejection pale, bold into action springs, 
Her feeble loins with Faith’s strong girdle 

bound, 
While cowardly Despair flies far the hai- 
low’d yround. 


upon thy trembling 


Then wake! O! wake with energy divine, 
Till this cold heart with heavenly ardour 
glow, 
Till light, and love,.and holy joy benign, 
Prevail o’er distance, darkness, doubt 
and wo. 
3efore thy swelling tones melifiuous flow, 
Time’s curtain dark flies wide in sunder 
torn— 
The long lost years their slumber deep 
forego, 
With deeds of deepest import they return, 
While ages long to come, in day’s broad 
lustre burn. 


Darkness, again, rolls deep across the sky ; 
Despair’s dark groan still deep and 
deeper grows, 
Before their Idol shrines the nations lie, 
While higher still the tide of misery 
flows. 
Dread, thro’ the gloom Rome’s ravening 
eagle shows 
His eye of fire, and flaps his wing of power; 
Quakes Superstition with redoubled 
throes— 
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We find al 
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For Justice arm’d,with eagle eye explores 
Vhe tracts where licens’d murder us’d to 
roam, 

The fervid soil redundant plenty pours— 
Science already plans the peaceful home, 
Where mild affection’s flowers for “uges 

rich may bloom. 


What though the seed, an handful in the 
earth, 
Lonely afar by feeble hands be sown, 
Like trees of Lebanon it shall spring forth, 
And prosperous fruit the holy act shall 
crown. 
On yonder cliffs,where huge, with sullen 
frown 
The tempest shook the daring Gamu’s 
breast, 
A little clond of heavenly dew sent down, 
Begins with balmy influence to rest, 
And cheer’d, for many a mile, smiles gay 
th’ expectant waste. 
Barca’s dry san ids, and thirsty Zaara drear, 
Of Beth!e’m’s stream shall drink ; the 
wang. sound 
The mountains of the Moon shall stoop to 
hear, 
And Atlas smile, with leafy verdure 
crown’d, 
Then, Wilberforce ! thy name shall fuir 
be found, 


Embalm’d with Prophets and Apostles old, 
ile gratefu rica, the world around 

Whil teful Af | 1d a 

The ove’ Hav of Freedom shall unfold, 


} 


Where, high, Britannia’s name emblazon'd, 


. soe} 2? 
flames i in gold. 


But Mr. 


fined his versificatton to the Spen- 


Voli.p. oo 


Struthers has pot CONn- 


serian measure, but shews hhimscif 
capable of wielding at will all th 


~ 


& 


varieties of metre which are usually 


employed in Enelish poetry. We 


will select a few examples; ani, first, 
the following eulogy on Great Bri- 


- 


advantage o 


- 


though it has the dis- 
f being a a trite and hack- 


cain; which, 


aeyed subject, will hevertheless be 


read with pleasure. 

figh-favour’d Isle! although, in arm 
©\ hostile world awround thee sw: 5 
“rom the wild Oby’s frozen shore, 
Vo where through awful solitude 
»mbosom’d deep in boundless woods, 


ret, unappall’d, and much at ease 
‘hou sitUst uponthy s: sages t sex 


Columbian rivers roar. 


Ordain’d, for nations in distress, 


4 soothing minister of grace. 


And though, alas ! 
Oerspread with idleness and pride 


nets 5 
both far and \ VV ide, 


~3 
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Yet, still, for thee, the pood and wise, 
Of every hend. implore the skies, 
While, deep, in dark despo dence Cast, 
Beneath the des luting blast. 

‘They Mourn the scene deform— 
Thou art, amidst the gloomy night, 
Secn, far, alovely star of light, 

Bought beaming through the storm, 


Auspicious is thy honour’d state; 
Thy privilege, thy duty great— 
‘To beth direct thine eyes— 


Behold! in suppheating mood, 


Brama’s grim follower, smear'd with blood. 


Low ut thy foatstonol lies 
Be thine, with trath’s pre “vaili ng beams, 
To dissipate his distnal creams, 

And light bin to the skies 


Poor Afric, too, at bosem sick, 
‘The tear, dack, burning on her cheek, 
Looks up with heart too full to speak, 
She claims not, bold, amidst the breeze, 
With thee the empire of the seas, 
Nor with reproaches, weak and vain, 
Would brand thee for her children slain, 
Or chaw’d behind the wave— 
Since just thou hast become at last, 
She kindly would consrgn the past 
To dark Oblivion’s crave. 
But she would ask, way on her shore 
Yet sounds the base ; 


Ay haar @) ‘ lack 
VOV tae art sla Ks 


Niunstealer’s oar? 
the balm of peace 
into her festering woundsto pour? 

| ' } — 


a 53 
io bic the midnight prowler cease, 


‘ul slumbers more? 


on mM BethtUm’s Spal r,t me! one small sin 


way ns ’) are os 
vould Coon ner parciea and quive ring lip, 
TAS eek xarcs is a cae nea seni asl 
VWeould wing fie SOui with new desires, 
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rhen sheathing, soft, her harpy claws, 

And licking smooth her gory jaws, 

with tail laid up, and half shut eyes, 

Mix’d with the spinning-wheei’s deep hum, 

at ease, her sleep-proveking thrum, 
Grimalkin croodling plies. 


Around the ring, in copious stream, 
The tide of conversation tlows, 
Vow laughter gids the lively theme, 
Now gnef a melancholy gleam 
Upon the subject throws. — 
var in the varied strain, 
Phe note is pitch’d trom grave to gay, 
And, scarcely shifted, melts away, 
from gay to grave again. 


Meanwhile the children, warm, explore 
The exploits of giant-killing Jack, 

Or, wondering, trace from door to door, 
John Cheap the Chapmaa with his pack. 

O°, of the sad sack-weaver, Slack, 

With twelve misfortunes on his back, 

Waking broad bumour’s deepest tones, 

fhey mark the strangely serious moans. 

Or, while their bosoms gleeful swell, 

Buchanan’s witty pranks they tell— 

Jr, far, amidst the merry green wood, 
They list the bugie’s tone, 

the signal, good, of bold Robin Hood, 
And fearless little John.” Vol. ii. p. 108, 


The two following quotations are 
viven chiefly with a view to cxem- 
nlify the anthor’s skill in different 
kinds of versification. 


‘But whence that mingled shout I hear, 
Tumultuous on the groaning blast /— 
Aias! ’tis Victory, purchased dear, 
Thy bravest child, O Scotia! lost. 
0 rouse thee, Caledonia, rouse ! 
Thy sister’s red rose waxes pale, 
And, rude, unfeeling Folly strews 
Its leaves upon the passing gale. 
The sad tear damps our festive hours, 
The note moves languid, solemn, slow, 
While o’er thee, thus, the tempest lowers, 
While thus thou drink’st the cup of wo, 
For him, our tears are scarcely dry, 
Who, victor, fell on Afric’s shore, 
When call?d again to pour the sigh, 
O’er thee, the lov’d, the gallant Moore. 
Vol. i. p. 149, 


x) 


“Accursed Ambition ! 
Our moments of gladness 
Are darken’d by thee 
With the pale shade of sadness ; 
WK ction and Faney, 
To sooth cease their striving, 
White, wild on the wind, 
Thus thy fire shower is driving. 
‘) Peace! heavenly Peace ! 
We invoke thy returning, 
Christ, Ohsery., No. 15 
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To silence the tumult, 
The clamour of mourning ; 


To light up, where sorrow 
Has darkly been streaming, 
The bright stars of Rapture, 
And Hope, gaily, gleaming.” Vol. i. p 167 


We do not think that our author’s 
attempts at hymn writing have 
been attended with success In. 
deed, we have lone observed, that 
excellence seems more diflicu:t of 
attainment in this department of 
poetry than in most others.—This 
we say, not to discourage its cuiti- 
vation, but rather to incite our best 
writers to exert their talents in re. 
deeming it from the discredit into 
which it has been permitted to fall. 
Perhaps the worst specimens of 
versification which the English lan. 
guage affords, are to be found ip our 
various collections of Psalms and 
Ilymns. Many of the pieces are 
mere doggrel; many are grossly 
defective both in sense and gram- 
mar; a stil greater number are 
offensive to sound taste, as weilas to 
Christian sobriety ; and a very small 
proportion indeed is entitled to the 
praise of good poetry. Surely this 
reproach might be gradually wiped 
away, if such of our collectors as can 
discriminate between good poetry 
and bad would rigidly exclude from 
their collections all that was bald 
and disjointed in style, or low and 
vulear and canting in sentiment. 
A jusier taste would thus be formed 
in the religious world; and persons 
of real talents would be encouraged 
to turn their thouehts to the im- 
provement of our sacred poesy. 

But we must now take our leave 
of Mr. Strathers, with recommend- 
ing him to the notice and patronage 
of our readers; and with sugvesting 
to himself, what we trust his own 
heart has often suggested to him 
before, that the perils to. spiritual 
health arising from the sunshine of 
public favour are far more to be 
dreaded and deprecated, than any 
which are attendant on poverty and 
disappointment, 

z 





a a re nn ee 


































GREAT BRITAIN. 
PREPARING for publication :—A Compa- 
rative View of the Churches of England 
and Rome, by Dr. H. Marsh ;—A Vindi- 
cation of the received Text of the Greek 
Testament, by the Rev. F. Nolan ;—the 
Stranger’s Guide to Paris, by F. Planta, 
Esq.;—A New ‘Translation of the Scrip- 
tures, accompanied by the authorized ver- 
sion, and the original Greek and Hebrew 
Texts, with Notes, by Mr. Hellamy ;—A 
Tour to Copenhaen, through Norway and 
Sweden, by Mr Jens Wollt;—Travels in 
Greece, by Mr. Hawkins, of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge ;—and, by subscription, a 
work on the Origin of Pagan idolatry, in 3 
vols. 4to., by Rev. G. 5S Faber. 

In the press:—The 2d volume of the 
History of the English Churci: and Sects, 
by the Rev. J Grant, containing, among 
other things,an account of the sect of Joan- 
na Southcot ;—The Restoration of Israel, 
by R Joseph Crool, a Jew; with an an- 
swer, containing the proof that Jesus is 
the promised Messiah, by the Rev. Thomas 
Scott, rector of Aston-Sandford ;—a vo- 
lume of Sermons, on the leading doctrines 
of Christianity, and calculated for family 
reading, by the Rev W. Butcher ;—Bishop 
Horley’s translation of the Psalms of Da- 
vid, with Notes;—Life of the Rev. T. 
Robinson, of Leicester, by the Rev. T, 
Vaughan ;—and, Speeches of tlie late Mr. 
Fox 

By the copy-right bill, lately passed into 
a law, the public libraries may demund co- 
ies of all works within twelve months of 
publication ; all books must be entered at 
Gtationers’ Hall within three months of 
publication, and a copy on the best paper 
be given to the British Museum. ‘The 
copy-right is secured for twenty-eight 
years. 

' Three volumes of a work, entitled Bib- 
Hotheca Spenceriana, have appeared—to be 
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THROLOGY. 
Remarks on the Version of the New 
Testament, edited by the Unitarians ; by 
the Rev. Edward Nares. 8vo. 123. 
Sermon preached in the Parish Church 
of Walsall, June Ist; by I, C, Woodhouse, 
D.D. 8vo. Is. Gd. 
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fillowed by a fourth—containing a de, 
scription of the most valuable part of the 
library of Earl Spencer; a library unrival. 
led by that of any individual in the world 
The first, contains articles in theclogy and 
the ancient Classics ; the second, is ‘occu. 
pied by a continuation of those Classics. 
the third, comprises collections of the 
Classics, Grammars and Lexicons, and 
miscellaneous articles The fac-similes 
are numerous and beautiful. The whole 
has proceeded from Bulmer’s press, andis 
a splendid specimen of his typographic art, 

The arrangement of the Hunterian ana. 
tomical collection, in the Museum of the 
Riyal College of Surgeons, is now com. 
plete, and onento the inspection of visiters, 

Sir Joseph Banks and Major Rennel are 
said to have expressed their decided con. 
viction, that Mr. Want’s discovery of the 
tincture of Colchicum is identically the 
same as the Eau Medicinale, 

The total net revenue of this country, in 
the years ending July 5, 1813, and July 3, 
1814, was as follows: 





Total produce 1813 1814. 
of customs 9,689,252, 9,640,590). 
Total produce 
of Excise - 22,065,529 24,100,426 
Stamps” - 5,168.942 5,475,872 
Post-office - 1,378,000 — 1,409,000 
Assessed taxes 6022,29 6.470,390 
Property tax - 15,065 436 14,317,127 
Land taxes 1,162.562 1,106,342 
Miscellaneous - 415,956 406 356 
58,967 864 62,956,097 





We are happy to perceive, that Parlia- 
ment have voted a sum of money for de- 
fraying the expense of printing an accurate 
fac-simile of the Codex Alexandrinus, in 
the British Museum. ‘The estimate is 
about 73407. 


| 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICA'TTONS. 


A Confutation of the Errours of Medita- 
tion and Methodism, vo. Is. 6d. 
Grotius on the truth of Christianity, trans- 
lated by Spencer Madan, D_D 8vo. 12s. 
Sermon, preached at St. Mary’s, Gales- 
head, May Sth; by John Headiam, A. M. 
Syo. 4d. 
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Hints to the Clergy of the Established 
Church, particularly to its rulers, on the 
present relaxed state of Ecclesiastical Dis- 
cipline, vo. ls. 

A Sermon preached at the Visitation of 
“ Rev. Archdeacon Nares, in the parish 

wan liof Walsall, on the Ist of June, 1814; 
by the Very Rev. the Dean of Liciifield. 
ls. 64. 

Christianity the Glory of England ;—a 
Sermon on the present happy cra (1814) ; 
by the Rev. Bladen Downing, LLB Is. 

A thissertation on the fjragon, Beast, 
and False Prophet of the Apocalypse, in 
which the number 666 is fully explained ; 
iowhich is adued,an IMustration of Danicl’s 
Vis sion of the Ram and He rout: by John 
Ed a Clarke, J vol. 8vo. 10s 61 bds. 

England’s Mercies and Duties:—A Ser- 
mon, preached inthe Charch of St.George, 
Little Bolton, Lancashire; by the Rev. W. 
Thistlethwaite, M. A., Minister. Is. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A Continuation of Early Lessons; by 
Maria Edgeworth 2 vols. 18m0. 6% 
The Juvenile Arithmetic,or Child’s Guide 
to Figures, being au easv intr duction to 
se Arithmetic, and all others. Ls. 

fhe Campaign in Germany and France, 

rom the expiration of the armistice, signe d 

and ratified June 4, i813, tothe period of 
sie. supine abdication of the throne of 
F with an appendix, containing all 
rene h bulletins issued during “ pe- 
riod. and other official documents ; by J. 
Philippart, Esq. Qvols. Svo. 12. Is. 

The Annual Register, or a View of the 
History, Politics, and Literature, for the 
year 1813. Svo. 16s. 

Pr: ictice! Essays on Mill-work, and other 
machinery, me chi inicaland descriptive ; by 
Robertson Buchanan, civil 
vols Svo. 1. 5s, iflustrated 
and other figures. 

A translation of the Treatise upon Ana- 


iNical mechanics, which forms the intro- 
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la Place ; with notes and additions; by the 
Rev. J Toplis,BD  8vo. 12s. 

Results of Experience in Defective Ut 
terance ; by John Thelwall, Esq. 8vo. Ss. 

The Port folio, containing Ess «ys, Let- 
ters, and Narratives. 2 vols. 12mo. 14s. 

A Catalogue of Books, «ncient and mo- 
dern, in every branch of literature,now sel. 
ling (at the prices affixed) by John Hatch- 
ard 3s. 

M, tigation of Slavery, in two parts, by 
the late tion. Josliua Steele, and William 
Dickson, LL D. 8vo. 14s. 

‘The Satives of Juvenal, translated into 
English verse, with notes and illustrations, 
by Chas. Badham, M D. 

Odes to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, his Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of Russia, and his Majesty the King of 
Prussia ; by Robert Southey, poet-laureat. 
4:0. 3s. 6d. 

Memoirs of 
ten by herself ; 
zure and Removal of Pope Pius VII 
7s. 61 

substance of the Speech of George Hol- 
ford, Esq. on the motion made by him in 
the House of Commons, on Tuesday the 
14th of June, 1814, for leave to bring ina 

sill for the better management of the pri- 
sons belonging to the city of London. Is. 

Local and lterary account of Leaming- 
ton, Warwick, Birmingham, &c.; by M. 
Pratt. 12mo. 3s. 

The Traveller’s Guide through Holland, 
with a statement of Population and Tables 
of Exchange of Dutch and English money, 
&e. 12mo0. 3s. 6s. 

A Treatise on Domestic Wine Making. 

letters from a Lady to her Sister,during 
a tour to Paris in the Months of April and 
May, 1814. 12mo As. 

A Voyage to Terra Australis in the years 
1801, 1802, and 1803, in his majesty’s ship 
the Investigator, and subsequently, in the 
armed vessel Porpoise, and Cumberland 
Schooner, with views and charts; by Mat- 


the Queen of Etruria, writ- 
also a Narrative of the Sei- 
8vo. 


luction to the Mee hanigue Celeste of PS. thew Flinders, commander of the Invest! 
gator. 2 vols. Ato. 
Dt te” 


IBERNDA \ILLARY CHURCH MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY 

\ xumerous and re spectable meeting of 

pcrsons friendly to the objects of “ ‘The 


Church Missionary Soc tety for Africa and 
the Fast,” was held at the Rotunda, in 
Dubling on Wedne sday 22d June, 1814, the 
Richt Hon, the Lord Mayor in the chair. 


The Rev. oot ig secretary of the 
ctv, and the 


. Danicl Wilson, a 


VPELLIGE NCE. 


member of the committee, having detailed 
its objects and proceedings, it was unani 

mousty resolved, on the motion of the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Gosford, seconded by the 
Rev. BW. Mathias, That the object, con- 
stitution, and proceedings of the Church 
Missionary Society for Africa and the East, 
have the cordial approbation of this meet- 
ing; and that a Society be therefore now 
formed in this city, for the purpose of aiding 
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and co-operating with the said institution ; 
and hatit be styled,** Phe Hiberman Church 
Moss siary society, Auxitiary to the Charch 
Missivtary Socety for Africa and the East ”’ 

Regulations were then proposed and 
adopted, similar to those of the Parent So- 
Crety, to which the fucds it May raise are, 
afier Cetraving incidental expenses, to be 
trans tted. 

The Right Hon Jord Viscount Lorton 
has accepted the office of a Yice-Patron 
and President of this Soci ty 

{pe fileowme noblewen were mamed 
Vice. Patrons :—The Margis Down- 
shire; the Baris of Westmeath, Charte- 
mout, Desart, and Gosford, Viscouuts de 
Vesci, Li-ford, Northland, ard 
and lords Carberry and Headley 

The tohiowing gentlemen were appointed 
Vice-Peesidemts :-—The Rt. Hon. the Lord 
Mavor of Dubiin, for the time bemg ; the 
Richi Yon. Mr. Justice Daily ; the Right 
Hon. Henry Grattan, MP. ; the Rigat Hon, 
John Maxwell Barry, M P ; the Right Lor, 
David Lutouche ; the Ruvht Hes. General 
Sir George Hewiit; the Hon James Hew- 
‘tt; Robert Shaw, Lsqg M P , Woliiam 
Browntow, Esq. M Po; Major General 
White; Major General ‘Trotter; Blenly 
‘Townley Balfour, Esq ; Peter Latouche, 
Esq.; William Gregory, Esq ; Alexander 
Hanulton, Esq 3 and Dr. Perceval, 

The Right Hon David Latouche was ap- 
pointed treasurer to this Society; the Rev. 
R_ H. Nixon, and Abbot Trayer, jun. Esq., 
secretaries; and the following gentlemen 
the committee forthe ensumy vear :—Ben- 
jamip Ball, Esq, jun. ; Francis Beattie, 
Esq.; Vicars Boyle, Esq ; Morgan Crof- 
ton, Esq.: Wi! ham Disney, Esq. ‘Thomus 
Disnev, Esq. ; Thomas Falkner Giew,F. “3 
Joseph Geli, Esa jun; Arthur Guioness, 
Esq. ; Benjarom Guinness, Esq ; WC. 
Hlogan, ksc.; John E:neston James, Esq. ; 
Higsnson Johnst nEsq; Peter Latouche, 
Esq jun.; wee David Latouche, Esa. ; 
Thomes ae” fin y, fsq ; \ — Shaw Ma- 
son, Esq ; nard Ostby, Esq ; ‘Thomas 

roell, ein Ric! ard Daten, Esq.; Ro- 
bert Shaw, Esq jun; Paul is 1 milius 
Singer, Esq ; Joseph Sirr, Esq ; an 
thias Woodmason ’ Esq. 

A Ladies’ Dubhn Church seangeee 
Association, ia aid of the Hibernian Aux 
liary Church Missionary Society, was also 
formed. Patroness, Viscountess Lifford 
President, the Countess of Westmeat!:. 
Vice-Presidents, Viscountess Lorton, Lacy 
Lucy Barry, Lady Florence Balfour, Lacy 
Molyneus, Mrs. (General) White, Mrs 


Valentia; 


5 
>. 


Brownlow, Mrs. Shaw. ‘Treasurer, Mrs, 
Shaw Secretary, Mrs Alexander Hami)}. 
ton. This association has’ been formed 
chietly for the purpose of collecting sma}. 
lev subscriptions The COnLTIDELON of one 
penny per week constitutes a member 
Such ladies as shall collect twelve such 
contributions, or one slulling per week, wil! 
be entitled to receive the reports of the 
Church Missionary Society, and of the If. 
bernian Auxiliary, tovether with a copy of 
each monthly number of the Missionan 
Register 
Whoever shall contribute or collect five 
pounds per annum, may aflix any name 
they please to an African boy or girl, to be 
scleeted out’ of a number of children hibe. 
rated at Sierca Leone from captured slave 
sinugelers; which child will then be cloth. 
ed, mamtained, an? edueated, in one o! 
the Scctety’s settlements on the Western 
mast of Africa. 
SNEIGUA SCHOOL! 
On the QUth of May, 1813, a Society was 
formed in Antipua, terming themselves, 
“A Society for the support and encourage. 
merit of “Sunday chinks in Antigua,’ gov 
erned by a President, and committee a 
cight persons. The numbe *r of schools, i 
January last,was four, and o} scholars 700; 
and notwithstanding the great inconven' 
ence caused by a want of proper school. 
rooms, their improvement gave pleasure 
to all whoattendcd the examinations which 
took place at Christmas. By a subsequeit 
ri dated in May last, it appears, that 
they had heard of the sum of 2004. having 
been raised in England, with a view to the 
erection of school-rooms, and the mainte. 
nance of the schools; and though this sum 
is still far from being adequate to the wants 
oF the poor benighted population of this 
island, yet it has great tly served to encou- 
rage the exertions of those benevolent in 
cdividuals who were Pati Sat their time 
and Jabours to this ebject ;—an object well 
worthy of the ch: wituble considerauion 0! 
all classes of Christians. 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
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‘ikely to gain any thing in this respect by a 
‘arther deiay, we shall proceed at once to 
fulfl cur purpose with the means we pos- 
sess. 

The Report, of which we gave an ab. 
tract in our last number, having been read, 
‘he noble President addressed a few obser- 

-ations to the Meeting. He expressed the 
wely satisfaction which it had created in 
visown breast, and which, he conceived, it 
must create in the breast af every one who 
sad any real love to God or affection for 
man No part of it gave him more pleasure 
han the tendency of the Institution to unite 
Christians of every name, threughout the 
vorid, in one golden chain of harmony and 
love. Andthe zeal shewn by the Society, 
ue trusted, would prove d lurable and sub- 
santial He trusted it was a holy flame, 
<ndled at the altar of the Lord; and that 
‘ttwould continue to shed around its benign 
wfluence, until all the ends of the earth 
should see the salvation of God. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent 
moved, that the report be read and adopted. 
Puis was seconded by the Honourable and 
Very Rev. the Dean of Wells, who con. 
eratulated the Meeting cn the various 
rounds of encouragement furnished in the 
Keport On some af these he dwelt with 
greatefiect. “Phe opening prospects of the 
society also shewed the necessity of further 
labours ; and this he considered as an ad- 
‘tional motive for congratulation. In this 
Jew, he would especially direct their at- 
ention to France, where the bloodless re- 
ination of the eran opened the way for 
le most enlarged endeavours of Christians 
» benefit that oppressed country. Let us 
end them in his stead the Bible! ‘The 
wine of France had often kindled in the 
veasts Gf Englishinen many painful asso- 

shons. Would to God that our desires 
night now be exerted to benefit their souls. 
there was an article in the basis of the 
lew French constitution, which gave reli- 
sious liberty to its subjects, which he could 
lot failto notice with pleasure. Let us 
emember, that in the neahbourine coun- 
‘ry there are thirty millions of persons in- 


volved in ignorance and sin—before, our 
chemies, but now, our friends. Wet us en- 
-cavour to bring them to the knowledge of 


he truth as it Is in Jesus 
The President read a letter from Prince 
Galitzin, expressing the gratitude of the 
‘riends of the Bible Socie ty in Russia to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, for the 
very eminent services rendered to Russia 
wi ™ Nn intro re the bearer of that let- 
» Rey, Teln Paterson from Peters. 
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burg, who addressed the Meeting in a very 
impressive manner —He felt much difh- 
culty in expressing his feelings on the vc- 
casion, and would gladly have remained a 
silent spectator of the proceedings of that 
day, had he not been importuned to give an 
account of the exertions and prospects of 
the Institutions in the northern part of Eu- 
rope, the inhabitants of which had com- 
missioned him to convey their warmest 
acknowledgments for the ‘liberal assistance 
which they had received. The simplicity 
of the plan, the greatness of the object, the 
patience and laborious perseverance, and 
vigorous prosecution of that object mani- 
fested by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, had awakened the attention of all 
classes, both at home and abroad. It had 
revived the drooping spirits even of those 
who were at war with Great Britain, and 
extinguished the spirit of hostility itself, 
The fundamental principle of this Society, 
of uniting all religious denominations in 
one grand and specific object, under the 
Divine blessing, had greatly forwarded the 
circulation of the Bible upon the Continent. 
In Russia, the Bishops highly approved of 
the plan, and the Archbishop of Peters- 
burg adverted to this important feature iu 
the Institution. Indeed, the conduct of the 
Emperor Alexander, his princes and his 
nobles, had been in the highest degree 
noble and gratifying. The effect pro- 
duced was splendid ‘The Kussian Socie- 
tics combined the patronage of both church 
and state They had produced the most 
happy effects on all classes of suciety ; even 
the Russian peasants subscribed in little 
groups for a copy of the scriptures, to be 
held ascommon property. It was not un- 
usual for them, if they could not raise the 
sum, to offer their passports (without 
which a Kussian peasant cannot enjoy his 
daily liberty,) as the pledge of payment. 
In Denmark, 5000 Bibles, and 5000 extra 
New Testaments, had been printed in the 
Icelandic language, and circulated in dif- 
ferent parts of Iceland. In these Northern 
regions, eight vears ago, there had been 
but one Bible to a thousand persons, and 
now there will be one to ten, and one Tes- 
tament to every five persons. In Sweden, 
the President of the Bible Society desired 
that he would express the obligations they 
felt to the Parent Institution. In Peters- 
burg, the Bible Society goes on prospe- 
rously : in proof of es he had only to 
state, that the Bible was now on sale in 
that city in fourteen diflerent languages ; 
and that 60,000 copies, in ten different 
tongucs, were preparing for publication | 
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and these were eagerly soug ght for and pur- 


enased with avi‘ vidity. The demand for the 


modera Greek New ‘Testament is very 
great in South 1 aeske. The necessity for 


printing the Armenian Scriptures will ap- 
pear, when it is wid, that it was with the 
gre: atest dfliculty thata copy could be pro- 

ured 'o print f: ‘om, ane cost &/. In Po- 
lish Russia, the demand forthe Scriptures 
Was “iso freq: rent and Urezent: there, the 
Roman Catholic bishops and clergv united 
to promste the object of this society. It 
appears from the Report, that one multion 
ofconies have already been circulated 1 
the world, but how many millions more are 
necessary vet to supply the whole p:pula- 
tionofthe North of Europe! tal inland, 
there was tlie greatest desu 
the H Hh scriptures, and tlie New ‘Testa- 
Meat would soon be reaqy. lt would re- 
quire many years before this country could 
be fully supplied, as there were 300,000 
persons destitute of a Bible. Ji was the 
determination of the Russian Bible Society, 
that their exertions sould not be dimin.sh- 
ed, until every family in Russia possessce a 
Bible. Vhis was the determination of tue 
great and good Aiecxander. Evxen the pea- 
sants in Russia, and the inliabiants of Si- 
beria, have caught the sacred fame. He 
could not but again express his great satis- 
faction at being present at this Anniversary 
ofthe Institution. Elis expectations had 
been great, but now they were more than 
realized. Gladly would he stay aibhis days 
in this happy country ; but already he heard 
avoice from the North of Europe, saving, 
‘Return, and help us,’ and,” added he, 
“IT cheerfully obey the call.” 

Tie Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
moving thanks to the President, spoke as 
follows— 

“Itis the pleasing duty impesed upon 
me this day, to put into the hands of his 
Royal Highness a motion, to which Iam 
sure vou will al! assent wiih the utmost 
satisfaction,—that of returning the thanks 
of this meeting to our loved and respecied 


President. kt would be an idle waste of 


vour time to use any argument to persuade 
you to pass a resolution, with regard to 
which } am convinced the feelings of every 
heart are completely in un:son with my 
own; but I cansot forbear to occupy vour 
anton: fora few minutes, in congratulat- 
ing his Lordshi p and the Boeietr on the 
wonderful ever it which have taken place 
since the period of our last annual meeting. 

“if ever the hand of Providence has 
been distinctly visible in his dealings with 
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mankind ; if ever even the thoughtless and 
und Dbservin ig have been compeiled to cop. 
fess that the affairs of this world ape 
nided by a power and wisdom superior ty 
our own; it has been in the succession of 
wonderiu! events which have recenily 
taken place. ‘These events have encircje] 
this country with a blaze of glory, Bury 
wish to tell my coustiymen as i “si Ways 
tell my own heart, that of we look to oyp 
reward in earthly glory, we shali find oy 
reward but disappormitment and vaiyty 
We are on tiis occasion called pon ty res 
card ihe passinge scenes of this world With 
a reference to remoter views and more im. 
portant objects than occupy the attention 
of any ordinary assembly ; and, considered 
in this leht, many circumstances which 
have lately occurved so far surpass any 
reach of human foresight, that they tay 
wellhumble while they delizit us. Iti 
now just two years, since, in this place, and 
the present. 1 cook the 
liberiv of expressing a sentiment winch 
was not more my own than that of ali who 
heard me, Uiat a Christian has no evemy, 
What we then feii as Christians, ihe Al. 
mighty las wow been pleased to realize to 
us as citizens and Britons. He has given 
us a peace such as He only could give : not 
an arrangement of diplematic ariifice, en. 
deavouring by subtle contrivance to obtain 
advantages which the force of arms had 
failed to secure: not the pause of ex. 
hausted combatants, waiting to recover 
strength for a renewal of the contest: but 
the cordial reconciliation of friends and 
Christians, casting away inveterate preju- 
dice and ready to embrace as brethren, 
whom some strange delusion had estrang: 
ed { shall wot, however, dweil upon a 
subj et which the Very Rev. Dean has dis 
eussed with such simple and affecting elo- 
quence, further than to remind him, that 
the seed is already sown in France; and 
~~ we may well hope, under circumstan- 
s so favourable, and that blessing which 
has littherto so visibly attended it, that it 
will produce a plentiful harvest. Nor 
shall Lenter upon the various topics which 
that most interesting Report, which has 
we read to us, offers to our consideration. 
! feel, indeed, not only that they are too 
extensive to be brought within the compass 
of any address which I could, with proprie- 
ty, offer to you; but that they are rathet 
subjects of hum! le meditation and deep 
reflection tian of public argument and dis- 
cussion. Ishall therefore conclude, by re- 
questing his Royal Highness to proposé 
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he resolution in my hana, and which I am 
sure it will not be less agreeable to him to 


pier for your volte than to you to concur 
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rhe motion having been put by his Roval 
wolness the Duke cf Kent, and unani- 
ne clv carried ; Lerd Teignmouth expres- 
sei his deep obligations to his Royal Hich- 
ness and the meeting for the honour 1) icy 
Count de la Gar« 2, ame 
Court of Sweden | to that 
noved the thanks of the Meet- 
vw. tothe Vice-Presidents. His 
denfied person, h eien accent, his 
and his devout and feeling 
impossible for ath 
mistian sympathies, to re- 
sist the influence of bis ad: EE sto the Meet- 
ne. “* Perot me,” he concluded, in be ken 
acenis, to present, in the name of my 
king and country, the gratitude which we 
feel for your kindness to our poor brethren 
sweden. Kec eive my cordial thanks, 
the whole Swedish people. 
vy Almighty God bless the endeavours 
oihe British and Foreign Bible Society— 
aid every one ef you! he expect not to 
see Vol any More, but I shall never { ree. 
oments, and shal esteem 
among the bapp rest in my life. ‘The 
sc of the poor will be upen you! Excuse 
aniail We encanta for Ei otand the most 
exalted a. remain i 
vou remens brance 
The Rev. George 
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meuntans; Atos rising upon Alps; 


Clouds re UIPing,, and breaking; mountains 
touched with the Halt from heaven, ex 
ibit nga landscape great and extensive ” 
When he reflected upon the cireunistances 
fthis coustey, avd tie unbounded libera!- 
ity whieh it had exercised dui rthe lor o 


war that had now happily ciosed i 
ot but anticipate the most blessed and 
happy eilects from the return of peace. 
“Even in war 
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may expect arich and abundant harvest. 
We have already reaped some of its blessed 
fruits. You have seen it realized in Rus- 
Sia: you have seen it among the Russian 
soldie ry: you have seen it in Paris, where 
the principles ef this book have been put in 
practice | by ihe clemency of the conquerors 
city.” find it alto- 
ssible to collect even some faint 
He Cone 
“wellas Llove 
ny count by, not hing either in glory or in 
honour can [more desire, than that it should 
be hereafter Known as ihe country from 
whenee the Bible iginated; and 
itis my earnest prayer that that Suciety may 
multiply its exertions until its influence 
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extend throughout the world.” 
‘Phe bishop of Norwich concluded an 
excellent speech by observing, that when 


the conduct of Alexander the Macedonian 
was compared with the conduct of Alexan- 
der of Russia, it shrunk into nothing. The 
Christian instead of murderi hips 2 
friend, saves an enemy; instead of burning 
acity, saves one from destruction, Such 
are the true friends of the Buibie Society, 
carrying into efiect the leading principles 
of the Brble. He moved thanks to the 
Royal Dukes. 

Charles Grant, jun, Esq., M. P., se- 
conded the motion, in a speech to the fol- 
lo) ving et tect. 

“iv Lird,—In seconding the proposi- 
tion of the Right Res . Prelate, I feel that 
itis unvecessary fur me to enter into the 
veneral merits and excellences of this In- 
stitution. Thev are sidiicientiy familiar to 
every man. 1] am sure the spe eches which 
we bave this dav heard, andthe able R 
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we have jusi listened, com- 
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| hecessity of any en- 


arged comments on that subject 
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sleepless benevolence, that charity, that 
loftiness of motives, that grandeur of de- 
sten and felicity of result 

“There ts indeed, my Lord, something 
Singular in this Institution. In the course 
of a tew years, it has sprung up from ob- 
scuity to eminence,—not amidst peace and 
traagillity, not under the fostering influ- 
ence of universal approbation; not under 
skies uiways serene and suns always ge- 
nial; but ainidst storms and tempesis, 
amidst calumny and invective, amidst 
alarming predictions and presages of ill 
success ithassprung up with a solidity 
and strength which ensure its duration ; 
and at the same time with a rapidity of 
growth which mixes somewhat of awe with 
our surprise and satisfaction. Itis succes- 
sively enlarging its dominions. Every new 
dsy announces the acquisition of a new 
prevince, of anew kingdom, I had almost 
said,ofanew world. Tblese are conquests 
which we tove to celebrate, these are the 
trophies which we erect—conquests, my 
Lod, which have in them this of pecu- 
larity, that we may indulge in the contem- 
plation of them with unmixed and unguali- 
fied delight. For in conquests of another 
nature, however justly earned, however sa- 
ered the cause in which the sword has been 
drawn, there is always something which 
detracts from the joy, and wounds the feel- 
ines of titmanity. We admire, indeed, 
these extraordinary achivements which 
have rescued Europe from the most detes- 
table of all tvrannies: we dwell with trans- 
porton the tllustrious men by whom these 
ac!.evements have been accomplished; 
and in this instance no praise can be exag- 
cerated, no tribute which a liberated worid 
can offer can adequately recompense our 
brave deliverers ;—yvet, in the midst of all 
this glow and exultation, there is some 
thing which secretly tells us of unwitnessed 
grief, of hearts that are breaking in soli- 
tude and silence ; someting which tells us 
of tose, at whose ex; -cnse this mass of hap- 
piness has been attained; of those to whom 
these acclamations are but the memorials 
of deeper anguish, and speak only of 
fatiiers, and husbands, and brothers bleed- 
ing and desolate on the plains of death ; of 
these, ina word, on whom the war, with- 
out shedding any of its glory, has poured 
forth all its curses. In order to contem. 
plate such events with unmitigated satis- 
faction, we must survey them on a large 
and general scale—we must look at the vast 
range of operations, the skill and heroism 
ofthe combatants, the mighty jiterests in- 
volved in the strugele, and the splendour 


in 


of the success; but we dare not desceng 
into a more minute inquiry,—we dare no 


analyze this splendour, nor examine 9; 


what ingredients the cup of rejoicing: js 
composed, 

“But with respect to the conquests 
which we this day celebrate, there js no 
secret misgiving, no shade which can eve) 
fora moment pass over the brilliancy of 
the scene. Here indeed is ample Scope 
for the widest views But after having 
abandoned our imagination to the utmos: 
warmth of philanthropic ardour, after hay 
ing satisfied our largest feelings, we may 
fearlessly descend into more minute inyes. 
tigations, and inquire how far individual an¢ 
domestic happiness are affected by thi 
general benefit. We may enter into the 
lowest details—and what are the details, o 
these triumphs? = Gricis allayed, tear: 
wiped away, remorse appeased, gleams 
joy diffused over the house of sorrow, sick. 
ness divested of its bitterness, the tom! 
itself sanctified as the threshold of faire: 
hopes and nobler prospects hese ar 
circumstances which we may Challenge thc 
purest of spiritual beings to witness — The 
angels of pity and love might descend ty 
trace with rapture every step of our victo. 
rious march. 

“IT may be allowed then, I trust, to ex. 
press the picasure 1 feel at sceing so large 
and respectable an assembly collected to 
celebraic this great national festival. Mi 
Lord, ! have called it a festival; and am! 
wrong in so Calling it?—E appeal to every 
man who hears me—A festival indeed oi 
triumphant charity, of expansive benevo- 
“onee ; of benevolence diffusing: itself to the 
utmost limits of the habitable globe ; not 
content with those limits, transcending the 
boundaries of time and space, and pouring 
forth the exuberance of its blessings over 
unseen worlds, and the long flight of innu 
merable ages. 

“yy rejoice, my Lord, to believe that 4 
zeal for this Society is still rapidly extend- 
Ing throughout this nation. 1 contemplate 
with the utmost satisfaction this great pro- 
cession, which, gradually crowding its ranks 
and enlarging its dimenstons, now ap 
proaches to lay sts tribute on the high altar 
of national benevolence ; a procession com: 
posed of whatever can command, or attract, 
or sanctify ; composed of princes, aid no- 
bles, and senators, the guardians of ou 
constitution, the fathers of ourchurch. | 
peculiarly rejoice to sec those of the most 
elevated rank, assuming, with respect to this 
Institution, and others of a similar nature 
that precedency which indeed always be 
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omes them, and is always willingly as- 
-ribed to them by a loyal and afree people, 
jut which is never so graceful, never so 
cordially acknowledged, as when it mar- 
shals us to deeds of beneficence and pub- 
lic virtue. I rejoice to observe Christians 
of every denomination, and from all quar- 
ters of the kingdom, uniting with one heart 
sound the common treasure of their im- 
mortalhopes. Here we assemble on equal 
terms ;—not because we disregard or de- 
preciate the just gradations of social life, 
that scale of rank and station without 
which no society can exist; but because 
we know that this is a cause in which the 
meanest may lavish his exertions without 
presumption, and the loftiest without de- 
eradation. Here we lay aside for a mo- 
ment those minor distinctions of faith and 
discipline by which we are separated ; not 
because we think lightly of those distinc- 
tions—and no man, allow me to say, can 
deem more reverently than Ido of the pe- 
culiar characteristics ef eur Established 
Mhurch; but because we know that this is 
«cause which is above ail distinction; be- 
cause we know that an hour is approach- 
ing, an’ rapidly too, which will sweep away 
all these distinctions for ever; because we 
xnow that in that hour there will be some- 
thing which shall survive the wreck and sur- 
mount the ruin; and that, in the midst of 
that elemental conflict, the sacred doc- 
trines which we profess to circulate, buoy- 
ed up by their native excellence, shall rise 
supreme above the convulsions of expiring’ 
nature, and appear in the magnificence of 
their perfections to the eyes of an admiring 
universe, still bearing the stamp of divini- 
ty, stil! radiant with beams of ec herial 
beauty, still overflowing with the consola- 
tions of celestial wisdom and goodness, 
still forming the delight, and hope, and 
triumph of all the intelligent creation of 
God, 

“ Thus it is, that, forgetting those minor 
concerns in Which we may differ, and look- 
ing only to those high, paramount inter- 
ests, with regard to which we have but 
one feeling, we unite on this sacred soil in 
which our affections may intermingle, and 
our common faith and common hope may 
rrow up and flourish together. Here we 
assemble to animate each other to a gene- 
rous rivalry, to renew our allegiance to this 
Institution, to contemplate what has been 


slready achieved, and to fix an eye, not of 


dismay, but of calm resolve, on wirat re- 

mains to be accomplished. And surely, 

my Lord, we must agree with those ven- 

‘lemen who have this day adverted to the 

ibrect, in thinking, that there ts somethin 
Christ, Obsery., No. 14°, 
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auspicious inthe time at which we are as. 
sembled. It seems a fortunate coincidence, 
that the anniversary of this Society should 
occur ata crisis the most interesting and 
extraordinary of which history has furnish - 
ed any record. I know, my Lord, that this 
is not the place for politics: 1 know that 
itisthe beast and privilege of this Institu- 
lion, that, while it sees the perplexities and 
feverish uncertainties of ordinary life rol- 
ling and tossing themselves at its feet, it 
lifts up its head in a pure and holy atmos- 
phere ; and far be it from me to disturb 
that tranquillity or to violate the sanctity ot 
that clevation. But it is precisely because 
we are aloof from vulgar politics, that, as 
Members ot the Bible Society, we are pe- 
culiarly interested in’ those great events 
Which change the face of nations, and af- 
fect the destinies of empires—which renew 
or which destroy—and which, springing 
from deep moral causes, involve the most 
important moral results. 

“The experience indeed of the last 
twenty vears has abundantly proved, if 
proof had been wanting, the necessity of in- 
stitutions like the present, the object of 
Which is to enlighten, to elevate, and to 
purify the mass of mankind. ‘The last war, 
my Lord, may be called a moral war. It 
was awar which summoned into practice 
all the moral powers of man; and it was to 
be decided, not merely by physical strength, 
or skill, or talents, but by an appeal to those 
essential virtues, those niaster-principles 
of action, upon which the whole frame oi 
society is built up and established. It has 
taught us this lesson, that in order to pre- 
pare any people for a severe exigency, we 
must fortity them with moral strength, we 
must arm them with lofty motives, and 
breathe into them the spirit and the prin- 
ciples which are inspired by the Sacred 
Volumes. Ithas taught us, that to make 
men patriots, we must make them Chris- 
tians. If such lessons be calculated to 
stimulate our exertions, there are also, it 
must be confessed, no slirht incentives to 
be found in the events which are in imme- 
diate progress at this moment. We may 
now venture to hail the approach of peace 
—peace not only for Europe, but for the 
world. It was but last night, my lord, that 
the House of Commons resolved, by an 
unanimous vote, to present an address to 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, re- 
questing, that, in the expected convention 
between the statés of Lurope, the univer- 
sul Abolition of the Slave ‘Trade may form 
a distinct article. Andin alluding to that 
subject, how can I refrain from expressing 
mv satisfaction, that he who frst rom 
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menced the glorious work of African 
emancipation, has lived to carry it on to 
this glorious issue! But it ts in strict con- 
sonance with that vote of 
Commons, it isthe just sequel of that reso- 
Jution, that this society should now mult- 
ply its efforts and enlarge the circle of its 
operations. If we are resolved tuat the 
world shail be free, it becomes this great, 
imperial, and Christian nation, to provide 
that this fre.dom be not a worthless or a 
pernicious boon. It becomes us to elevate 
those,on whom we are about to confer 
sucha gift, to a i ele of knowing its 
value, of enjoy ing its benefits, and pire 4nd 
Ciating the many blessings wid watch iti 
stored. 

** For this purpose. from distant quarters 
of Great Britain, and even from foreign 
Jands, we ave now united. To you, my 
Lord, und to vour associates 1 this mighty 
enterprise, We look for advice, for direction, 
for example. Jeead on then, ye we ure 
prepared to follow: heart and hand we 
pledye ourselves to this sacred 
our past success only urge us toihose 


Cause. Let 
fresh 





f exertions to which we are so powerfully ine 
\ vited by the present circumstances of man- 
i kind. Let Europe, let the World Know 
| { what resources of¢ comp: ission ave ipeasured 


upinthe hearts ofatree peopie. Letthem 
see with astonishment, that at 


Sacrl 





| . manners, however insulated, i you picase, 
ie wn our opinions and prejudices, there is yet 
Ta hy one sacred’ subject on which we acknow- 
ome Jedire no insular, no exclusive teeling ; and 
cae that, ina question of humanity, we are ta 
the heart of the continent. Let that spirit 

/ cf benevolence which lias already ac hieved 

if such wonders, now go forth with new 
Strength, and renovated ardour Let it 

| rush, in the fulness of its biessings, from 


) one extremity of the world to the other, 
kindling in its course al] the clements cf 
| moral action, clevating the depressed, con- 
soling t the w retched, transforming y ICE HILO 
puri itvand folly into wisdom, dissipating 
the c chain s of ignorance, tr 
necks of superstition andaidalatry 
where renewing onthe face of 
~— some image of ancient happiness 
nc primes Et p: Lradise. 
‘Indeed. my Jord, I krow not why I 
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may not be allowed to anticipate the ap. 
proach of aperiod, not perhaps far distam~ 
at least if we may judge from the past~ 
when, in these our annual meetings, instead 
of welcoming the inhabitants of a few coun. 
tries only, we may hail the union of natives 
of every quarter of the globe; when ever 
from distant realms the delegates of a thou. 
sand sister societies may hasten to pay 
homage to the Parent Society ; to announce 
the progressive triumphs of this cause; to 
tell of kindred institutions starting up, on 
thle banks of remote rivers,and in the depilis 
of hidden valleys; to proclaim the diffusioy 
of these celestial treasures over PESIONS as 
yet unknown, as yet unvisited by ambition 
or avarice, and first explored by the daunt. 
less spirit of British benevolence. Atthat 
period, my Lord, with what transport will 
the records of this Society be retraced! 
What blessings will be poured on the hour 
ofits birth; on the nation which gave it 
being; on the names of those whi have 
watched over its infancy, and contributed to 
its success! And surely, in the long lst of 
is distinguished supporters, a peculiar gra. 
titude will rest ov those who, placed in tie 
highest rank and station, have thought it no 
disionour to associate their greatness with 
such an object ; and who, w ith no less jus 
ness of taste tlan of feeling, oh ave perceived, 
thatin rallying r round this standard the y are 
ralivig reund that whic ch is not only the 
best security of encial order, the best guard 
of social happimess, but is also the piedge 
and promise of a tel:eity above the warmest 
conceptions of the human imagination. 

6s se see ae wiil these sent iments, mi 
Lord, Lcordially concur inthe resolution 
the Richt Rev. ‘Vicinwe ™ 

Lord Peigninouth here read a commu: 
nication from the Duke of Gloucester, 
apologizing: for lis absence. 

His Roy ral His Duke of Kent, 
in acknowledging the vote of thanks, ob- 

rved, that the absence of his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Sussex was solely occa 
sioned by illhealth. ‘They would consider 
his ownthanks as the thanks of the other 
branches of the family, whose names had 
been mentioned. ‘The support which he 
had given to this Institution arose from a 
conviction which he felt, that it was the 
invst effectual method of rendering real 
service to the poorer classes of society. No- 
thing could be so beneficial as to put the 
word of Godinto their bands. He most 
cordially united in the zeal and gratitude 
which this Mecting had manifested; and he 
bhuped that in eve ay year, so long as he 
lived, and was in this eountry, he should 
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attend and behold an assembly as respec- 
table as upon the present occasion, 

The Eart of Northesk proposed a vote of 
hanks to the committee, which was se- 
conded by the Rev. Dr, Romeyn, from 
vew York 

Rey. Dr. Blackburne, Warden of Man. 
chester, proposed thanks to the treasurer, 
which was seconded by John Poynder,Esq. 

Henry Vhornton, Esq. rose wo acknow- 
iedg rethe vote of thanks. He was grateful 
Or the honour conferred upon him, and he 
could assure them, that he still felt disnos- 

dwith zeal to serve in this cause. He 
saentioned the signal advantages which 
arose to the funds of the institution from 
Bible Associations. He could give testi- 
mony to their beneficial tendency, even in 
the promotion of other benevolent objects. 
Ne had seen this particularly exempl:fied 
in the borough of Southwark, a district 
with which he stood most intimately con. 
fie pre ssed this upon the clergy 
‘ particular; for it was by their aid 
thatthe funds of the Southwark Society 
siderably increased. He notic- 
he liberality displaved towards the 
German sufferers: and that the sums were 
which had been collected for 
voll purposes, during the past year ; prov- 
that while we were concerned for the 
souls of our feilow-creatares, we were not 
tive to their bodily wants. Hie then 
mentioned, how much the Society was in- 
lebted to the labours and exertions of the 
Secretaries ; it was to them, perhaps, more 
than to any other cause, that so Many asso- 
ciations had been formed. He then moved 
thanks to them for their exertions. 

Rev. Dr. Thorpe, of Dublin, observed, 
that in Ireland, the cause of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society was grec atly im- 
‘The branches of the Hibernian 
Dible Society, last year, were 37 ; but now 
liey have increased to 55 ‘They have 
circulated more than 50,000 copies of the 
: — during the past vear. In that coun- 

the clergy were united upon this sub- 
‘ect. 'T hey had three archbishops at their 
ead, with the whole bench of bishops, 
Without a single exception. Norwas their 
patronage nominal. The Lord Primate 
lad remitted, in various ways, three hun. 
dred pounds, 
he institution. The poor in Ireland were 
“ixious to receive the Bible. Females 
Would part with articles of dress to pro- 
cure acopy. A poor man, who came to 
t villare to purchase two shirts, having 
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leard thata Bible could be purchased, 
and which he had never possessed, pur- 
‘hased one shirt, and with the remainder 
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of his money a Kible, saying he would ra- 
ther have one shirt -and a Bible, than two 
shirts without one.—ile could give many 
instances of the cood cflects of the Bible 
upon the minds of the poorin Ireland, He 
would mention one. A person travelling in 
Ireland, met wii a poor woman,who de- 
clared the good effects which a New‘Testa- 
pent had produced upon the mind of her- 
selfand son. She said, that since she had 
read the Bible, she had become acquainted 
with her guilt as a sinner, and the n ecessity 
ofas Saviour. ‘The gentleman asked her, if 
she had nothing to fear from the priest; 
and she said, that here she found some 
difficulty ; that ‘*since she had confessed 
her sins to God, she had Jess desire to con- 
fess them to man.”?) She mentioned like- 
wise that her litle boy, every Sunday af- 
ternoon, assembled the women in her 
neighbourhood in her cabin, and there 
read tothem the New Testament, instead 
of their going to mass.—We need not go 
as faras Iceland in order to perceive the 
want of the Bible. Ireland was equally 
necessitous: there were two or three mil- 
lions in that country who never possessed 
a Bible. Upon this subject he did not des- 
pair: it was not the characteristic of the 
Irish to despair.—The Catholics in many 
places were very desirous of our assis- 
tance, and in one of the Branch Societies a 
Priest was among the most forward of the 
members of the Committee. The very 
opposition of others excited inquiry. In 
one parish, where opposition was mani- 
fested, 12 Testaments were left, and not- 
withstanding the prohibition of the priest, 
they were speedily rendered illegible by 
their constant perusal. They would ale 
ways act, if possible, in concert with the 
Roman Cathohe priesthood ; but if they 
would not afford their assistance, even 
their opposition excited attention to the 
Scriptures. 
The Rev. Mr. Pinkerton, from Moscow, 
rave a most pleasing account of the esta- 
blishment of a Bible Society in that place. 
The population of the native Ru-sians, he 
exceeded thirty miliions. The 
lirst object of the Society was to Cistribute 
Bibles in the pr hospitats, and 
then in Siberia, among the peor untortu- 
nate exiles. He had possessed opportunt- 
ties of recommending this mstitution 
among the Calmucks and ‘lartars.  Al- 
ready S000 of the New Testament had 
been printed in the Tartar language, chiad- 
ly at the expense of this institution, and 
were pow circulating with rapiditv. The 
Mongul tribes of Asia, of which the Cal- 
muck is one, had not been neglected. The 
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Calmuck New Testament is io progress, 
and the Society was proceeding to procure 
a translation in the language of Thibet. 
He concluded with reading the translation 
of an Ukase, which had been recently read 
in all the churches of Russia. (See No. 
for May, p. 025 ) 

The Bishop of Norwich moved thanks 
to the Presbytery of Glasgow for their an- 
aual collection, and to all other cong crega- 
tions and bodies who had contributed to 
the funds of the Society. 

Lord Gambier seconded the motion. 

The Rev. W. Dealtry moved the thanks 
of the meeting to all the Auxiliary Socie- 
ties and Bible Associations throug hout the 

yorld. It had been his intention to remain 
on this occasion a mere spectator, and to 
indulge in silence those feelings of admi- 
ration and delight, which an anniversary 
like the present could not fail to awaken 
in fis mind, so long as bis heart should 
beat, ond hife’s-blood should flow 
Yn his vetus. A metion, however, had 
been committed to him, and he scarcely 
felt at Itberty to decline it;—it was one 
which had never, he believed, been pro- 
posed at any public meeting, since the 
corner-stone of the world was laid ;—it 
was one which never could be proposed 
before the present times; and even on this 
dav, he would scarcely have ventured tu 
take it, were lie not welt persuaded that 
the report and the addresses to which thes 
had listened with such earnest atten. 
tion, had expanded their hearts and elevat- 
ed their feelings to the full measure and 
magnitude of this incomparbale cause. If, 
mn Offering our congratulations to these 
kindred societies, we could be influenced 
by a spirit of party, upon a subject which 
knows no party, which rises infinitely 
above all the sordid passions and ealousies 
of mar, he would stil thank them for 
proving, as far as concurrent and inde pen- 
dent testimony can prove it, that the prin- 
ciple on which we proceed is not a princi- 
ple of trick, and artifice, and chicane, but 
of simplicity and truth ; that itis one which 
appeals to whatever is generous and exait- 
edin our common nature, wherever civill- 
zation has led the way. 

If le should look at the subject mere- 
ivas a patriot and an Englishman,he would 
thank them for the honour which they pay 
tothe land we live ins he would thank 
them for turning, as if matine tively, to this 


happy spot, as the grand depository of 
knowledge and religion, the temple of 


charity, the citedet of haly truuh 
But it was not on such grounds that he 
would recommend the motion before them. 


tle would take a bhicher stand. It bhac- 
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seen the great ovrect of this Biessed insti- 


tution to do good, and to do it extensively, 
Our interest was the general interest of 
mankind ;the end of our labour is the hap. 
piness of the world : and he would congra. 
tulate these Societies upon their hearty 
participation in so glorious a work. He 
would say to them, ‘© We consider the 
poor and destitute of all lands as belong. 
ing to the same family with ourselves ; and 


‘in doing good, forasmuch as ve have done 


it unto one of the least of these our bre. 
thren, ye have done it untous. We want 
no honours, we ask for no praise: if per. 
mitted to rejoice in your joy, we are wel] 
contented : only let the blessings of them 
that are ready to perish come largely upon 


you, and they shall be mingled and com. 


bined with ours. 

He would thank them for the spirit 
which they mfused into this institution, 
It had sometimes been said, that we should 
presently droop and die! that there were 
marvellous symptoms of decline upon us 
already ! Ves ought to blush at. the very 
thought of “ What! shall we, who 
have gone forth in the van of the armies, 
sink and be dismayed, when auxiliaries 
like these are pouring into the field ? Shalt 
our nerves be unstrung, when Ethiopia is 
stretching out her hands unto God? Shall 
our hearts be frozen, when Fivland and 
Siberia are melting? Shall we slumber, 
when Russia and India are awaking ? Can 
we faint, when the world is rising? 

“1 would thank them, also, for the 
cheering prospects which are now present- 
ed to us. We seem at once to have emerg. 
ed into a different climate. £ The winter 
is past; the rain is over and gone. Thi 
flowers appear on the earth; the time of 
the singing of birds is come; and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land’? It 

vas but as yesterday, that we seemed to 
be placed upon the brow of a mountain, 
from which we beheld the moral world 
below us in clouds and commotion ; where- 
ever we turned, 

‘We view’d a vast immeasurable abyss, 

‘ Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, 

wild,’ 

But the clouds are now breaking ; the mo- 
yal darkness is clearing away ; the land- 
scape is Widening and extending ; many 
worshippers are seen advancing to the 
courts of the Lord; many sanctuaries 
cladden the prospect ; many harps of Zion 
fling to the passing breeze their sweet and 
varied melody. ‘The nations appear to be 
animated with anew life; and the inhabi 
tants of the farthest East as well as of the 
Western world, are turning their steps to 
the city of Ge 1. 

“Twould thank them, lastly, for adding 
so many links te that golden eliain of chat 
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y, which ere long will encircle the whole 
gmily of man, It reaches even now from 
\foscow to Massachusetts, from Calcutta 
Labrador: and the address, mentioned 
»y his honourable friend (Mr. Grant), as 
iaving last night passed unanimously in 
he Lower House of Parliament, gave rea- 
yn to hope that it would soon be extended 
Africa. Christian harmony and Chris- 
can fellowship flourish and abound, where- 
ver the influence of this Society is felt. 
ty auxiliaries may be remote from each 
wher, but their views, and their hopes, and 
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their spirit are the same. They are to be 
considered, not as the scattered fragments 
of a structure which is tumbling into ruins, 
or as detached portions of a fabric which 
can exist only in the imagination, but as 
the solid pillars and magnificent arches of 
a building fitly framed together, and grow- 
ing ‘unto a holy temple in the Lord.’ ” 

This motion was seconded by the Rev. 
Dr. Macbride. 

The business of the day closed with a 
vote of thanks to the President for bis con- 
duct in the chair, 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FRANCE. 
' our last we briefly adverted to an Ex- 
ysce of the state of the nation, which had 
wen laid before the Deputies. In that pa- 
ver, the existing evils are ascribed to the 
wars Which have been carried on by 
rance. It is impossible to estimate the 
sumption of men by the late govern- 
ment.” © The amount of the calls order- 
ed since the end of the Russian campaign 
sfrighttul? They amount, when sum- 
med up, to 1,890,000 men. These requi- 
sitions, Of only 135 months, give some idea 
tthe exhaustion of 22 years. ‘The in- 
srovemment of the condition of the lower 
idéers by the division of property, the 
equal distribution of inheritances, vaccina- 
ton, the early marriages caused by a.wish 
» avoid the conscription, contributed 
amony other causes numerically to repair 
sacrifices. Population below the 
ase of puberty has increased : beyond that, 
its diminution has been prodigious.—Agri- 
culture has made real progress in France, 
though the continental system has great- 
‘ychecked the produce of wine and bran- 
dy. The flocks have also been ameliorat- 
ed, and the mines increased. Manufac- 
tures were progressive, but the continen- 
‘al system has materially impeded them. 
The looms of Lyons alone were reduced 
‘rom 13,000 to 8,000. ‘The manufacture 
of cottons, woollens, leather, &c. suflered 
nanequal degree. ‘The raw material was 
difficult to be obtained. As for the exter- 
val commerce of France, it suffered still 
hore severeiy than its manufactures.— 
he finances appear to be ina disorganized 
state. The war expenses alone, for 1614, 
we estimated at 740 millions of francs, or 
ipwards of 30 millions sterling. Besides 
‘his, the arrears of the armies for four 
cars past are unknown, and a yarietv of 


Those 


military expenses, not ranged under its 
proper head, were thrown on the com- 
munes, and even on the hospitals and other 
public institutions. The arsenals, botle 
naval and military, are completely dilapi- 
dated ; and the ships alone lost to France, 
during the last 15 years, could not be re- 
placed for ten millions sterling. ‘The total 
increase of the debts of the state, during 
15 years, is computed at 1,645,469,000 
franes, or nearly 80,C00,0L0 sterling.—In 
speaking of the moral state of France, it is 
observed, that the late government re-es- 
tablished religion only to make it a tool: 
public education was subjected to the 
same state of dependence: noble senti- 
ments were oppressed; generous ideas 
were stifled. ‘Lhe government, not con- 
tent with condemning to inaction the vir- 
tues which it dicaded, exerted and foment- 
ed bad passions. ‘To suppress public spirit, 
it called personal interest to its aid, It 
oftered its favours to ambition, in order to 
silence conscietice ; and leftno other state 
but that of serving it, no other hope but 
those which it could fulfil—vThe difficul- 
ties of the moment are great, but the zea- 
lous concurrence of the nation with the 
king and the two houses will hasten the 
return of a better state. If any thing can 
prevent this, it will be that restiess turbu- 
lence, which wishes to enjoy without delay 
the blessings of which it has the prospect. 

The French House of Peers, in thank- 
ing the King fur this communication, ob- 
serves, that the peculiar talent of the late 
government seemed to consist in always 
placing the nation in those critical situa- 
tions where patriotism was iorced to se- 
cond tyranny, 2nd where the national 
honour had only to choose between foreign 
and domestic oppression. It plunged the 
people of France into acts of in‘ustice and 
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violence against others; and their only 
means of rescuing themselves from just 
vengeance seemed to be their perseve- 
rance in wrong, 

The law on the subject of the liberty o 
the press, proposed by the French govern- 

ment to the legislature, has been debated 
at rreat length and with considerable abi- 
lity in several sittings, On the day when 
the debate was expected to open in the 
Chamber of Deputies, such was the ea- 
gerness of the public to witness it, that not 
only the galleries were filled at an early 
hour, but the seats of the Deputies them- 
selves were forcibly occupied by intru- 
ders, particularly ladies Tocommence the 
debate under these circumstances Was Im- 
possible The simple course, and that 
which would have been pursued in Eng. 
land, sate have been to have cleared the 


hall, if necessary by force, and to have 
neh those who should be found re- 
sisting. A less uncourteous mode was 


adopted: the President, Sindine his en. 
treaties and remonstrances imetiectual, ad- 
yourned the House to the following day, 
when measures were taken to prevent a 
recurrence of the same embarrassing «di- 
lemma. The debine was prolonged for 
several davs 
the government, after having undergone 
some important modifications,was adopted 
bya majority of 57. Writings under 20 
sheets aloné are now subjected to the 
eensorship. Certain remedial measures 
also are allowed; and the law is to conti- 
nue in force, on its triabas it were, only to 
the end of 1816. The opinions of mem- 
bers of the Chamber of Deputies are to be 
free. 


SPAIN. 


. | s | * +e . 

The gloomy and unsettled state of Snain 
¥ . 

seems to p ‘ecict some approaching Coe 


; isle 
vulsion. Chie entire suppression of the 
“4 ce a 4 _ . 

liberty of the press, the merciless persecu- 


tion of the best Giends of Spanish tnde- 
pendence, the restoration of clerical 
and influence in their utmost latitue 
indeed of almost all the ancient abuses, 
but, above all, the re-establishiment of the 
inquisition, prove either that Ferdinand is 


utterly uncualified to hold the seeptre of 


Spain, or that the Spanish mie are whic]. 

iv unfit for the cnioyment 

rational freedom. The decree = whieh 

the * Holy Office? has 

with all its former plenituce of F intadie. 

tion, has reached this country. ‘The war, 
- 


cen ‘invested 


it states, had introduced cies troops 
infected with hatred against their religion ; 

disorders had incvita tbly res ulted: the fiele | 
had been teft open to the wicked; and 
dangerous Opinions were proparated, 


s 


shing to remedy so heavy an evil, to 
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presere the holy religion of Jesus Christ 
unimpaired, and being bound to admit no 
oteer. and this religion 1 also being the sur. 
est means to preserve the people from jn. 
ernal dissensions, the king had thought j it 
necessery that the Holy Othice should re. 
sume its jurisdiction. Many prelates, cor. 
porations, and other grave persons, had 
stated, that to the inquisition was Spain 
indebted d for not having been stained by the 
errors of the 16th century, which caused 
somany evils in other countries. The op. 
pressor of Europe had looked to the sup. 
pression of this tribunal as the most effi. 
cacious means of serving his purposes. 
and the Cortez had abolished it, to the re. 
gret of the whole nation. Y ielding {o 
these jist considerations,” he had re. 
solved that the Supreme Council of the 
inguisition and the other tribunals of the 
Holy Office should enter on the full exer. 
cise of their functions, and, tf necessary, 
additional laws would be framed for the 
condnet of its suits and the censure and 
prolubition of books, with a view to the in. 
terests of the people and the rights of 
sound justice e, 

We contess that it will give us no dissa. 
tisfaction whatever if the rumour should 
prove correct that Charles IV. has re. 
claimed his crown from his undutiful son. 
andthat he has proceeded to enforce that 
claim by an appeal to the loyalty of the 
Spanish nation. 


NORWAY. 

Atver various ineflectual efforts on the 
yart of the alhed powers to bring about a 
pacifie arrangement of the existing dispute 
respacting the cession of Norway te 
Sweden, hostifities have commenced by 
the invasion of the Norwegian. territory. 


A xoud ceal of blood has already been 
shed. No very —— action, however, 
appears to - ave _ taken place, but hard- 


an be entertained that Nor way, 
under ut pec uhar circumstances, must 
vielc to the ove aligns force which 1s 


about to assail her. 


ly a doubt 


UNITED STATES. 
"Nhe negetiations for peace between Great 
Jritain and the United States have been 

epenedat Ghent. The Commissioners on 

our part are Lord Gambier, Dr. Adams the 

Civilian, and Mr. Goulburn the Under- 

Secretary of State. In the mean iime we 

have sent a very powerful force, both naval 
and military, to the American side of the 

Atlantic, and larwe reinforcements are said 

to be about to proceed thither under = 

command of Lord Hill. Our latest a 

counts from America reach to about the 


, 


middle of tulv. No thing of a decisive kine 
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jad then occurred. A large American 
force had invaded Upper Canada, in the 
hope of achieving something brilliant be- 
‘ure the British reinforcements should ar- 
rive from Bourdeaux. An attempt was 
made to repel this invasion, by means of a 
very inadequate force, amounting to 1500 
men. It proved unsuccessful, and not a 
little disastrous ; one third of the detach - 
ment having been either killed or wound- 
ed.—About the same time that this occur- 


red in Upper Canada, a British squadron 
took possession, without any loss, of the 
Moose Islands, in Passamaquoddy Bay, 
which are said to be a valuable acquisition. 
The Rattlesnake American sloop of war 
has been captured by the Leander. 

The large force destined to America has 
evidently alarmed the Government of that 
country, Orders have been issued for 
raising a militia of 92,500 men. 


GREAT BRIPAIN. 


Parliament was prorogued on the Slst of 
luly. On this occasion, the Speaker of the 
House of Commons addressed the Prince 
Keyent in a speech of great ability and 
foree, in Which, after briefly recapitulat- 
ing the objects to which the attention of 
Parhament had chiefly been directed, he 
thus proceeded 

“Whilst we have been thus employed, 
the destinies of Europe have been gradu- 
ally unrolled before our eyes ; andthe pow. 
ertul nations of the North, sending forth 
their collective strength to trv the last. is- 
sues Of war, whilst Oreat Britain and her 
allies were with equal vigour advancing 
trom the South, them jomt efforts Lave at 
leagth accomplished the downfall of the 
greatest military despotisin waich, mm mo- 
dern days, has disgraced and desolated the 
earth 7 

“In the peace which has since followed, 
the efiorts of this country have been not 
less glorious. The wise and liberal con- 
duct of our Government, which announced 
justice and equality of rights to be the 
basis of our diplomatic system, has been 
lappily sustained abroad. ‘Phe British 
wame now stands high in policy as in arnis ; 
and an enlightened people has justly ap- 
plauded the firmness and temper which 
jave conciliated and cemented the inter- 
ests of allies, cheered the doubtful, ant- 
mated the zealous, and united the deliver- 
ers and the delivered in a peace honourable 
and advaniageous to all the contracting 
powers, 

“The events ofour own times have out- 
tun the ordinary march of history. Peace 
restored, commerce revived, thrones re- 
established, afford the well-founded hope 
that the same counsels and the same mas- 
ter-hand, so mainly instramental in the 
work hitherto accomplished, may, ai the 
‘pproaching Congress, extend and fix the 
work of peace throughout Europe; and a 
further hope that the earnest and universal 
prayer of this great country may prevail upon 
fr nations of Lurope, inre establishing their 


own happiness, to concur also in putting an 
effectual end to the wrengs and desolation of 
Africa. 

** Auspicious, however, as our present 
state may seem to. be, the instability of all 
human aflairs forbids us to be too confident 
of its prosperous continuance. Much yet 
rematis to lg done in Europe, and we have 
sulfone contest to maintain by war; a war 
which we can never consent to terminate 
but by the establishment of our claims, ac- 
cording to the maxims of public law, and 
the mantime rights of this empire.” 

The speech of the Prince Regent dwelt, 
as might Le expected, on the happy result 
ofthe military efforts of the Allied Powers, 
on the deliverance of Europe from an op. 
pressive tyrapoy, and the favourable pros. 
pects of permanent tranquillity opened to 
us by the restoration of so many ancient 
thrones. Aud he adds— 

* You may rely on my efforts being di- 
rected, at the approaching Congress, to 
complete the settlement of Lurope, which 
has been already so auspiciously begun, and 
tu promote, upon principles of justice and 
bupartiality, all those measures which may 
appear best calculated to secure the tran- 
guillity and happiness of ali the nations en- 
gaged in the late war.” 

A strony desire is expressed by his Royal 
Highness for peace with America, The war 
with that country, and the necessity of main- 
taining for atime a baly of troops on the 
continent, ender a Continuance of foreign 
expenditure unavoidable. The expenses 
of the country will be reduced, however, as 
rapidly as possible. In the ciose of his 
speech, the Prince Regent assures Parlia- 
ment, that “full justice is rendered 
throurhout Europe to that manly perse- 
verance, Which, amidst the convulsions on 
the continent, has preserved this country 
against all the designs of ‘ts enemies, has 
augmented the resources and extended 
the dominions of the British Empire, anc 
has proved in its result as beneficial to 
other nations as to cur own,” 
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“ His Majesty’s subjects cannot fail to be 
deeply sensible of the distinguished advan- 
tages which they have possessed ; and I am 
persuaded that they will ascribe it, under 
Providence, to that Constitution which it 
has now fora century been the object of 
my family to maintain unimpaired, and un- 
der which the people of this realm have en- 
joyed more of real liberty at home, and of 
true glory abroad, than has ever fallen to 
the lot of any nation.” 

We heartily concur in the sentiments ex 
pressed bot! in the Prince Regent’s speech 
and inthat of the Speaker. We were par- 
ticularly gratified by the aflecting and 
energetic reference ofthe latter to the w.2- 
versal prayer of the nation. Nearly 800,000 
male adults have approached the bar of the 
British Parliament on this occasion, with 
no factious purpose, but with a deep and 
earnest solicitude to promote the interests 
of humanity, and to do their duty to their 
God. And when we consider that these 
petitioners have not been drawn from the 
lowest ranks of society, but that they were 
persons all of whom were capable of writ- 
ang decently ; when we consider, also, that 
even in cases where petitions -vere not pre- 
sented, the failure arose not from any in- 
disposition to the cause, but from an idea 
that it was either not necessary, or that it 
was too late to petition; we may fairly as- 
sume, that never was the national will so 
clearly, unequivocally, and forcibly expres- 
sed, as on this occasion. Onthis account, 
we look forward, with much anxiety in- 
deed, but not without considerable hope, 
to the negotiations about to be renewed on 
this subject, by the Duke of Wellington, at 
Paris, and tothe redemption of the pledge 
which has been given by his Mayesty’s Go- 
vernment, and by the Allied Sovereigns, to 
do what possibly can be done for Africa at 
theCongress which is now about to assemble 


at Vienna. In connection with this Subject 
it may not be improper to state, that the 
accounts circulated in the French newsp. 
pers, of severe battles fought in the Islang 
of St. Domingo, in the month of May Jag 
between the rival chiefs, appear to have had 
no foundation in truth. Letters have bee, 
received from that island to the middle 9 
June, which say nothing of any such cop. 
flicts. 

The Speaker observed, that much stjj 
remained to be done inEurope. We trust, 
that the varying views and interests of ti. 
different cabinets may be so conciliated a; 
to avert any risk of a new collision, or eyep 
of any material heart-burnings between the 
great powers of the continent. In the 
mean time, Brabant, which the French 
must have yielded with great reluctance, 
is placed under the care of the Sovereign 
of the Netherlands ; and it is said, that the 
number of British troops, or troops in Bri. 
tish pay, retained in that quarter, amount 
to not less than 40,000. 

The Princess of Wales has paid a yisi 
to the Continent, but whether for the pur. 
pose of remaining there, or of a mere tem. 
porary Visit, is not Known. Her annual iy. 
come has been fixed at 35,0002. per annum 

Government appears to have been joined 
by the party ia Parliament which has beer 
considered as adhering to Mr Canning. 
TVhat gentleman, it is said, will go out as 
the British ambassador to Lisbon, to whic! 
place he had intended to proceed, with « 
view to the health of a part of his family. 
Mr. Huskisson has been appeinted Sur 
veyor of the Forests, in the place of Lor 
Glenbervie; and Mr. W. Pole, Master: 
the Mint. 

The half-pay of our officers, both nava. 
and military, we are happy to observe, lias 
been raised atthe raté of from 1s. to 2s. f. 
per day. 


OBITUARY. 


Fo Uic Beittor ot ile Cheistian Observe _ 


You will oblige many of the friends 
of the late Rev. Robert Storry, Vicar 
of St. Peter’s, Colchester, who de- 
parted this life on the 18th January, 
i814, by Inserting in your uscful 


publication the foliowing briei sket i 
of his life and character. , 
The Rev. Roperr STORRY was 
native of Yorkshire; born in the 
parish of Middleton, near Pickering: 
on the 13th of June, 1751. He 
had the misfortune to loose bot! 
his parents in early life. Prom b» 
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childhood he was seriously disposed ; 
and, at the age of twelve or fourteen, 
he imbibed, under the ministry of the 
Rev. John King, Vicar of Middleton, 
those evangelical principles which 
nroduced so purifying an influence 
on his future temper and conduct, 
preserved Him under the severe tri ials 
and afflictions of life, and inthe hour 
of death cheered his Ceparting soul 
with the prospects of immortal glory. 
He was originally intended for the 
taw ; but zeal for the extension of his 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and an anxious 
Jesire of preaching that Gospel to 
thers which he bad found so bene. 
ficial to his own soul, added to some 
particular circumstances in bis situ- 
ation, and the advice of some wise 
and experienced friends, determined 
his choice of the pastoral office. He 
received ordination in the beginning 
ofthe year 1774: previous to which 
he prosecuted his studies, for some 
ume, under the eminently learned 
and pious Mr. Milner,of Hull. His 
first charge was the Curacy of Ho- 
vincham, near Malton, where his 
ministerial labours became both use- 
lul and popular. Afterwards he was 
recommended, by the Rev. W. Ri- 
chardson (a fr iend to whom he look- 
ed up as a father, and for whom he 
entertained the highest esteem and 
respect to the latest period of his life, ) 
as Curate to the venerable and Rev. 
Thomas Adam, of Winteringham. 
fo this situation he removed in the 
beginning of the year 1775, and it 
proved an excellent school for im- 
provement to a young and inexpe- 
rienced minister. Ilere he had great 
opportunities of improving his stock 


Oi spiritual knowledge; and here he 


acquired that just taste which led 
im to prefer, in his public addresses, 


| faet which was solid, useful,and prac- 


ical; that which was calculated to 
Convince the understanding, and im- 
press the heart; before what was 


werely popular and attractive. Nor 
Was this situation useful to Mr. Stor- 
y ulone, in training him up to emi- 
nent future services; but it was 
Christ. Obsery. No. 152. 
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equally soto Mr. Adam, on whom 
the social and communicative temper 
of Mr. Storry produced the bappiest 
effects, by correcting in him that re- 
tired and taciturn disposition, so tre- 
quently found in men of deep thought 
and reflection, and which had proved 
a great bar to his usefulness, by re- 
straining him from that free and fa- 
tmiliar intercourse so desirabie be. 
tween a minister and his people. 
Mr. Storry, possessed of an active, 
affectionate, and communicative teme- 
per, soon became personally acquaint- 
ed with the state of all the parishion- 
ers, and acquired an influence over 
their minds, which he employed in 
exhorting them to a greater diligence 
la the concerns of their souls, and in 
leading them to form a just estimate 
of the truly valuable instructions of 
their pious rector. Through him, 
the exceilences of Mr. Adam’s cha- 
racter were developed, and his la- 
bours made to produce a more abun- 
dant harvest. To Mr. Storry the 
world is indebted for deciphering the 
manuscript copy, in short-hand, of 
those“ Private THouGuts,’ which 
have so often appeared in print, and 
which are so highly esteemed, and 
read with so much benefit and piea- 
sure, by persons of the greatest 
experience in religion. Mr. Storry 
proved a striking example of the 
benefit which a young man, desirous 
of being taught the way of the Lord 
more pertectly, derives from beige 
placed, | in the beginning of his minis- 
terial labours, under the eye and au- 
thority ofthe wise and aged. It was, 
under God, the happy means of pre- 
serving him from many faults inci- 
dent to his temper and disposition, 
and training him up for the more 
eminent services of which he was 
the honoured instrument. 

In the commencement of the year 
1721, Mr. Storry was presented, by 
the late pious and excellent Mrs. 
Wilberforce, to the Vicarage of St. 
Peter’s, Colchester; soon after which, 
he married a daugiiter of the late ae 
oars of Hull, a physician held 
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great estimation for his talents and 
skill. His union with this intelli- 
gent and pious lady was a source to 
him of the greatest connubial fe- 
Jicity. Six children were the fruit 
of this marriage ; two of whom only 
survived him,——a son and a daughter. 
The former is the Rev. John Bridges 
Storry, whom his excellent father 
had the satisfaction of secing set 
apart to the ministerial office ; and 
who was, soon after his death, pre- 
sented to the Vicarage of Great Ley, 
in the county of Essex » through the 
friendship of the late Rev. John 
Venn, and Mr. Samuel Thornton, 
the member for Surrey. 

Mr. Storry found that the living of 
St. Peter’s, though small in point of 
emolument, entailed the charge of a 
numcrous population, which required 
avery large share of the most con- 
Stant and laborious attention. At 
that period, the state of religion in 
Colchester was at a very low ebb; 
nor could it be said, that. in any of the 
fifteen churches in that large and 
populous town, any very strenuous 
eiiurts were made for its improve- 
ment. The fundamental doctrines of 
original sin, of regeneration through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, and 
qustification by faith in the merits 
and atonement of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, so besuttiully interwoven 
with our Livurgy, were not only not 
generally preached, but by many 
were derided and expicded es dan- 
serous and cnthustastic. 

Our young Incumbent was, there- 
20OTE, culled Lo SNStain all that ¢ ppOSi- 


tion Which, under such circeumstane 


ces, 1s often found ta accompany the 
faithful promuication 0% evancelit J 
truth. that prejudice could suy- 
gest, or calumny devise. wes Cirected 
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Here his exertions were such as 
ina short time, greatly to affect his 
health; but his excellent friend, 
the late Mr. John T hornton, induced 
him to quit the scene of his labours, 
and to spend some time with hie 
at Swansea, where his health and 
strength were completely restored, 
On his return to Colchester, he ap. 
plied himself with redoubled ili. 
gence to the duties of his station, 
and he was so happy as to witness 
very extensive and beneficial effects 
from his exertions, Many. who are 
now no more, will doubtless, at the 
last great day, appear as seals to his 
ministry; and numbers, still on 
earth, are ready to acknowledge the 
efficacy of his ministerial labours in 
leading them to embrace the Gospel 
of Christ. 

Thus did he continue to exercise 
himself in the duties of his ministe. 
rial office, till, in the autumn of 1808, 
he was visited by an indisposition, 
which excited the lively apprehen- 
sions of his family and friends. Their 
fears were too soon realized; this 
seizure being followed by repeated 
attacks of a paralytic complaint, 
which brought his valuable life toa 
ciose onthe 18th January, 1814. 

The patience and resignation with 
which he was enabled to support his 
long effliction, formed a_ pleasing 
commentary ont —— h and efficacy 
of those Divine dectrines on which 
he had laid so yon stress In the 
hour of his health and ministerial 
virour: aheavenly serenity beamens 
} ce, bespoke the ha} 
py calm that qercicae” vithin. For 


some miontis previous to his Geuth) 
his memory and speech (wv hich hed 
been in some degree impaired) ap- 
neared to revive. The many excel: 
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speech had ceased to perform their 
office, his son and weeping wife 
hanging over him to catch the last 
sizh of his departing spirit, the 
former said, “I trusi, my dear father, 
we shall mect in heaven: upon 
which he put forth his feeble hand, 
drew bim gently to him, and affec- 
tlonately kissed him; thus expres- 
sing his concurrence in the hope that 
they might so live and die in Christ 
as to meet where the ransomed of 
the Lord shall be united to part no 
more for ever. 

As a public character, the town 
of Colchester will long have to la- 
ment Mr. Storry’s loss. When the 
object was to promote any useful or 
beneficial object, as far as his slender 
means would allow, he was ever ready 
touppear in the foremost rank. He 
acted with great wisdom on the oc- 
casion of establishing Sunday schools 
in Colchester Such at that time 
was the opposition which he met 
with from his brethren of the Church 
of England, that the:e was reason to 
apprehend that any measure would 
be rejected, however excellent it 
might be in itself, which was pro- 
posed by bim. Instead, therefore, 
of coming forward himself, he di- 
rected the Sunday School Society in 
London to make application to anoth- 
er clergyman, who was considered a 
leading man among his brethren at 
Colchester; and the object was el- 
lected. The British and Foreign 
Bible Society, the Society for Mis- 
sions to Africa and the East, with 
many others, obtained considerable 
sums through his exertions. ‘The 
Benevolent Society in Colchester, 
was founded by him: and, indeed, 
there was scarcely any charitable in- 
sitution in the neighbourhood to 
Which he did not contribute his sup- 
port, 

As a Minister of the Gospel of 
Christ, Mr. Storry was emincnily 
disunguished. His activity, his ear- 
iestness, his diligent attention to the 
"ants of his parishioners. is amia- 
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ble and kind deportment, furnish a 
striking example to his youthful 
successors in the sacred ofice. The 
style of his preaching was simple 
and unaffected, yet deeply impres. 
sive and affecting ; and his discourses 
always abounded with the most im. 
portant truths. The grand object 
of all his exhoriations was, to lead 
the sinner to a true and humbling 
knowledge of himself, that he might 
be induced to place all his depend- 
ence on the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
his wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption. He seldom 
entered into discussions respecting 
the more abstruse points in divinity, 
but contented himself with enforcing 


the pure and genuine doctrines of 


the Gospel in a plain and practical 
manner. He was peculiarly cau- 
tious in warning his hearers of the 
danger of resting their hopes of sal- 
vation on any other foundation than 
that which is clearly laid down in 
the word of God itself. At the same 
time that he strenuously urged them 
to seek after the attainment of that 
faith which worketh by love, he care. 
fully guarded them = against. the 
dreams of enthusiasm ; impressing 
upon them their obligation to * think 
soberly,’ and, in the conscientious 
practice of all relative duties, to 
shew forth the praises of that Saviour 
who had called them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God. Great and abundant werc 
the fruits of his ministry, not only 
among his stated hearers of the town 
of Coichester and the neighbourhood, 
but, during the late war, among the 
earrison, and particularly the Arul- 
lery. Many. both oflicers and men, 
who went to scoil, remained to pray ; 
and, though before living without 
Godin the world, learned to rever- 
ence, from the heart, that Ilo!v Name 
by which they were called. 
these have since exerted themselves 
to disseminate the same picty among 
their brother soldiers. Indeed, so 
extensive has been the cffect pro- 
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duced by his labours inthis particular 
direction, as to have procured for 
him the honoured appellation of the 
Father of Religion among our brave 
Artillery, 

Nothing can so fully attest Mr, 

torry’s ministerial fidelity, as the 
state of his people. During the 
three and thirty years of his pas- 
toral care of St. Peter’s church, the 
congregation proved an almost un- 
exampled instance of unity among 
themselves, and of undivided attach- 
ment to their minister. 

The same grace which shone so 
conspicuously in his pubiic and ofh- 
cla! character, shed its influence over 
his social and domestic relations. 
His friendship was ardent and sin- 
cere. His desire to promote the 
temporal benefit of those he loved, 
was always strongly united with an 
anxiety for their immortal happiness. 
This recollection will remain en- 
graven on the hearts of numerous 
friends, in lines of the deepest grati- 
tude, ull they shall be called to join 
him in the holy communion and 
ceaseless friendship of the ransomed 
of the Lord in heaven. 

As a husband, a father, and a mas. 
ter,the Christian alone can appreciate 
his conduct and demeanour ; he alone 
can judge of the source of that gen- 
tleness, mildness, forbearance, and 
tenderness, which were displayed 
towards every member of his family. 


The Reverend Robert Storry was 
buried onthe 25ti of January, 1814. 
in the churchyard of St. Peter's, 
Colchester: on which occasion nea. 
ly the whole of the parishioners, & 
well as many of his friends from 
other parts, attended to pay their 
last tribute of respect to his remairs. 
His funeral sermon was preached, 
on the Sunday following, by hig 
much-valued friend, the Reverend 
J. Hallward of Assington; anda neat 
monument has since been erected, 
In the chancel of St. Peter’s church, 
to his memory, bearing the follow. 
ing inscripuon i— 

‘In memory of the Reverend 
Robert Siorry, who departed this 
life January 18th, 1814, in the 63d 
year of his age. He was Vicar of 
this Parish thirty-three years; and 
lies interred by the side of his chil: 
dren in the adjoining churcbhyard.— 
Reader! when this memorial of 
mortality meets thine eyes, may it 
excite this prayer So teach me, 0 
Lord, to number my days, that I 
may apply my heart unto wisdom— 
that wisdom which leads to God, by 
a knowledge of salvation through 
the atonement of Christ. Such was 
the doctrine which this faithful pas- 
tor delighted to proclaim to fallen 
sinners: it was his own hope in 
death: and being dead, he yei 
speaketh.” 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Apournus; Detector, C.0O; 


Maz; S.S.; An E_rver Son; Crericus SENex, 


ANGELA; THeoGnis; A CAMBRIDGE PENSIONER; EsSoriEeNsIS; have been re 


ceived, and are under consideration. 


The Writers on Prophecy must really grant us their indulgence. We have received 
four or five series of papers on prophecy within the last three montlis, each of which 


would nearly occupy a whole number. 


An Inquirer inour next. 


Awoup Exciisyu CuraTe’s paper ig sent 
have been so long delayed. 


the Publishers. We vegret that it should 
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